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THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL.
i
P L E N A R Y IN D U L G E N C E
G R A N T E D TO T H E F A I T H F U L UPON W H O M T H E
M IR A C U L O U S M E D A L H A S B E E N R E G U L A R L Y IM P O S E D )

,

F O R T H E D A Y OF R E C E P T IO N E A S T E R

,

AN D TH E

F E A S T O F T H E I M M A C U L A T E CON CEPTION

.

(September 30, 1895).
L eo x i i i , P o p e ,

For a Perpetual Memorial\
Our dear Son, the present Superior General of the Coll*
gregation of the Mission, having recently obtained from
the Holy See the faculty o f blessing according to a formula
approved by Us, and o f imposing upon the faithful, the
Medal of the Immaculate Virgin M a r y (called miracu
lous Medal), has acquainted Us, with his ardent desire
that, We now be pleased to grant certain Plenary Indul
gences to the faithful who have received this Medal.
We have deigned to favor these petitions; wherefore,
relying upon the mercy of the All-powerful G o d , and
LEO P. P. X III.
A

d p e r p e t u a m r e i m e m o r i a m .—

Nobis exponendum curavit dilectus filius

hodiernus superior generalis Congregationis Missionis, se nuper ab hac S.
Sede facultatem obtinuisse benedicendi iuxta formulam a nobis probatam
et fidelibus imponendi sacrum Numisma B. Mariae Virginia Immaculatae,
vulgo “ Medaglia Miracolosa” ; nunc vero in votis admodum habere, ut
fidelibus illud recipientibus plenarias nonnullas lndulgentias elargiri de
nostra benignitate velimus.
Nos autem precibus huiusmodi annuentes, de Omnipotentis Dei miseri-
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on the authority of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Patily
We grant to all, and to each of the faithful, of whatsoever
nationality, a Plenary Indulgence, on the day on which the
said Medal shall have been regularly imposed upon them
by a priest of the aforesaid Congregation, provided that,
truly penitent, having confessed their sins, they receive the
Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist.
Furthermore, in perpetuity, W e grant mercifully in
the Lord, to the faithful upon whom the same Medal
shall have been regularly imposed, a similar Plenary In
dulgence, to be gained each year on Easter Sunday, the feast
of the Resurrection of Our Lord J esus C h r is t , and, like
wise, on the feast of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin M a r y , provided that, truly penitent, hav
ing confessed their sins and nourished their soul with the
Holy Communion, they devoutly visit a church dedicated
to the Virgin Mother of G o d , or even their own parish
church, from the first Vespers until sunset of these same
days, and that, moreover, they there offer to G o d fervent
prayers for concord among Christian princes, the extirpa
tion of heresies, the conversion of sinners, and the exalta
tion of our holy Mother, the Church.
We, moreover, concede that, all and each of these Indul-

cordia ac BB. Petri et Pauli Ap. eius autori tate confisi, omnibus et singulis
fidelibus ubique terrarum degentibus, quo die rite dictum Numisma a quopiam e sacerdotibus supradictae Congregationis primum receperint, si vere
poenitentes et confessi sanctissimum Eucliaristise Sacramentum sumpserint,
Plenariam ; prseterea eisdem nunc et pro tempore similiter existentibus
fidelibus, quibus item ritehuius modi

Numisma impositum sit, si vere quo

que poenitentes et confessi ac sanctissima Communione refecti, Dominica
Paschalis Resurrectionis Domini Nostri Jesu Christi. ac festivitate Immaculatse ConceptionisB. Marise Virginis, quamlibet Ecclesiam Deiparse Virgini
dicatam, vel propriam cuiusque parochialem, a primis Vesperis usque ad
occasum solis dierum huiusmodi, singulis annis devote visitaverint, ibique
pro christianorum Principum concordia, haeresum extirpatione, peccatorum
conversione ac S. Mati is Ecclesise exaltationepias ad Deumpreces effuderint,
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gemmes be a p plicab le, b y w ay o f suffrage^ to the souls o f
th e faith fu l w ho h a ve departed this life united to G o d in
-charity.

These Presents avail in perpetuity. All things to the
•contrary notwithstanding.
It is our wish also that the fac-similes o f the present
letters, even printed copies, signed by a Notary Public,
and furnished with the seal o f a person constituted in eccle
siastical dignity , be accorded, absolutely, the same credence
as these Presents themselves, if shown or exhibited.
Given at Rome, near St. Peters, under the seal of the
Fisherman, September 3Q, 1895, in the Eighteenth year
o f Our Pontificate.
F o r Gard, de Huc/gieiv*,
N i c h o l a s M a r i n i , Sub.

’quo ex praefatis die id praestàlerint, Pìenariam similiter omnium peccatorum
suorum Indulgentiam et remissionem mericorditer in ^Domino impertimur.
Quas omnes et singulas Indulgentias et peccatorum remissiones etiam ani1mabus fidelium quse Deo in charitate coniunctie ab hac luce migraverint
per modum suffragii applicali posseconcedimus. In contrarium facientibus
non obstantibus quibuscumque.
Praesentibus perpetui« futuri« temporibus valituris. Volumus autem, ut
praesentium litterarum transumptis seu exemplis etiam impressis, manu
-alicujus notarii publici subscripts, et sigillo personae in ecclesiastica dig*
nitate constitutae munitis, cadem prorsus fides adhibeatur q u « adhiberetur
ipsis praesentibus si forent exhibit« vel ostensae.
Datum Rom-ee apud S. Petrum sub annulo Pisoatoris, die xxx septembris
m dcccxcv

Pontificatus nostri anno decimo octavo.
Pro Domino Card, de Ruggiero,
N

ic o l a u s

M a r in i,
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II
FACU LTY
TO THE SUPERIOR GENERAL. OF DELEGATING FOR THE
BLESSING OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL.

S. C. R. November 12, 1895; for seven years.
The faculty of blessing and imposing the miraculous
Medal, according to the formula approved the same day
by the Sacred Congregation of Rites, was granted to all
the priests o f the Congregation of the Mission of Saint
Vincent de Paul, by the Indult of April 19, 1895.
The Superior General has solicited the faculty of dele
gating the same power to priests other thau those of the
Congregation of the Mission. This faculty was conceded
him by the Indult of November 12, 1895 (1 ).
To obtain this privilege, it suffices to address the Supe
rior General of the Congregation of the Mission, Paris,
( 1)

B e a tis s im o P a d r e ,

Il Superiore generale della Congregazione della Missione prostrato al
bacio del sacro piede supplica la S. V . a volergli concedere la facoltà di
guddelegare i Sacerdoti non appartenenti alla sua Congregazione a benedire
la Medaglia miracolosa colla formoia speciale approvata dalla S. C. dei Riti.
Che, ecc.
Congregationis Missionis.
Sacra Rituum Congregatio, utendo facultatibus sibi specialiter a Sanctissimo Domino Nostro Leone Papa xm tributis, suprascripto reverendissi
mo Oratori ad proximum septennium benigne potestatem fecit subdelegandi sacerdotes sseculares eorum locorum, ubi non adsint alumni suae
Congregationis, ad benedictionem sacri Numismatis B. M. V . Immaculatae,
vulgo la Medaglia miracolosa juxta formulam jam approbatam. Contrariis
non obstantibus quibuscumque.

Die 12 novembris 1895.
S. R. C. Prcefectus.

1* C a j . C a r d . A l o i s i - M a s e l l a ,

Pro R . P . D . Aloisi Tripepi Secretario,
P h il ip p u s

di

Fa

va
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Rue de Sèvres, 95; or the Procurator General of the
same Congregation at Rome, via della Missione, 2.
Note— To entitle persons to the particular Indulgences,
previously mentioned, the special formula is essential.
However, every priest can bless and distribute to the faith
ful the miraculous Medal, just as he is empowered to do
in the case of any other object of piety.

OUR ANNALS.
I. As the Annals are now issued in different languages,
orders for the respective editions should be addressed to the
several countries. I f in certain houses other editions be
desired, notice should be given: For the French edition,
to either of our Mother-Houses at Paris; for the other edi
tions: German, English, Spanish, Italian, Polish, to the
divers places of publication (1 .)
II. The Supplement accompanying present number, com
pletes the series of Notices on the Companions of Saint
Vincent. The first two volumes were issued in 1882 and
1885.— In these vols, mention is also made of the establish
ments founded by St. Vincent, with a brief Notice of the
origin of each.
We shall furnish in succession, ancient Notices in the or
der of the Generalships; and to each series will be appen
ded the list of Confrères received; also, establishments
founded. In the Supplement herewith, the Generalship of
Very Rev. René Alméras is begun.

(1). German Edition, Mariengasse, 14, Gratz, (S ty ria ).— English,
St. Joseph’s House, Emmitsburg, Maryland, (United States).— Spanish,
Barrio de Chamberi, Madrid.— Italian, via Nizza, 18, Turin.— Polish,
St. Vincent, faubourg Kleparz, Cracow, (Galicia, Austria).

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1896

7

of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 3 [1896], No.

EUROPE.
FRANCE.
Letter from R e v . E . P r e a u , Priest of the Mission,
to V

ery

R

ev.

A . F i a t , Superior General.
Cahorg, Sept. 19, 1895.

M ost H o n o r e d F a t h e r ,

Your blessing, if you please I
In giving you an account of my first pilgrimage to
Montgesty, the berceau of our beloved Brother, John
Gabriel Perboyre, I fulfil a sweet duty. I was anxiously
looking forward to the date of our departure, fixed for the
llth inst. It is on this, the dies natalis of Blessed John
Gabriel, the anniversary of his entrance into Heaven, that
the entire diocese of Cahors celebrates his feast.
Leaving here before five, A. M., Father Meout, sev
eral other Confreres, and myself had the consolation of
celebrating Mass in the church in which Blessed John
Gabriel received holy Baptism; the same sacred spot was
also the witness of the piety of his early years,
Even from our arrival at Montgesty, I was much ed
ified at the festive appearance of the place: the inhabitants
in holyday garb, whilst the roads were traversed by mulitudes of devout pilgrims from the adjacent hamlets and
villages.
The church was beautifully decorated; floral garlands,
appropriate inscriptions relative to the life of the object of
the festivity) in our Blessed Martyr’s chapel, graceful
crimson drapery completed the adornment, whilst the dear
statue stood in the centre of a dazzling illumination.
Still more attractive was the vast concourse of the
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faithful from the early hours of the morning, devoutly
assisting at the succession of Masses until half past elev
en : at each of these, not excepting the low Mass after the
solemn Mass, there were numerous communicants. In
the solemn high Mass, the Missionary was assisted by two
priests of the diocese. The thirty priests in attendance
formed a beautiful crown around our glorious Martyr.
The most cordial hospitality was extended to us by the
worthy pastor of Montgesty, with whose zeal and devot
edness you are so well acquainted, and who so earnestly
strives to propagate devotion to our Blessed Martyr.
At the close of the solemn Vespers, a grand panegyric
on the hero of the festivity was delivered by the Abbé
Franconal, a young curate of the diocese. Applying to
our Blessed Martyr the liturgical eulogy: Iste sanctus
certavit pro lege Dei usque ad mortem, the orator depicted
Blessed John Gabriel as the valiant man, the accomplish
ed model of that supernatural fortitude which the Christ
ians of our day so deplorably lack. This excellent dis
course, so happily conceived, nourished with sound doc
trine, abundantly interspersed with instances borrowed from
the religious and apostolic life of our dear Martyr, every
word coining from the heart of the orator, and listened to
with sustained attention by that immense audience, could
not fail to produce a deep and lasting impression.
After the benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, follow
ing the sermon, the relic of our Blessed Martyr was pre
sented for the veneration of the faithful. Nearly an hour
was required to satisfy the pious desire of the countless
throngs, pressing eagerly forward to kiss the precious
relic. I could not but recall the favored days of the
Beatification in one of the most populous cities of the North.
The feast was not yet over. At nightfall a torch-light
procession was formed. All the inhabitants of the village
took part, besides many pilgrims, who, like ourselves, had
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tarried for this closing ceremony. The procession so strik
ingly picturesque, like those of Lourdes, traversed the en
tire village chanting the Magnificat, returning afterwards
to the church which seemed ablaze with light. The can
ticle of our dear Martyr and the collect of the day con
cluded the celebration. Despite the lateness of the hour,
the crowd still lingered near Blessed Perboyre’s altar,
on which a thousand tapers sparkled, and it was only with
slowr, unwilling steps they at length departed from the
church. The inward joy and triumph experienced by the
worthy curate, were reflected upon his beaming countenance.
As for me, a happy witness of the tender and fervent
piety of this population, I could not, Most Honored Father,
be otherwise than edified and rejoiced. Indeed, not at Montgesty, could the nemo propheta in patria ma be applied to
our glorious Martyr.
I remain,in the love of our Lord, Most Honored Father,
Your most humble and very devoted Son,
E. Preau, i. s. c. m .

MISSION PREACH ED BY R E V . A. B A R A T E L LI,
PRIEST OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE MISSION,

TO THE ITAL IAN S OF PARIS.
S E P T E M B E R A N D O C T O B E R 1895.
W e have received the following account:

Not satisfied to limit his interest to the faithful spread
over distant regions, Asia, Africa, and America, whither he
has sent bands of Missionaries to extend the Kingdom of
J e s u s C h r i s t , Very Rev. Father Fiat, Superior General
of the Congregation of the Mission, in his zeal and devoted
ness for Holy Church, has also shared his solicitude with the
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Italians so numerous in this capital of France, and this
year he called to Paris, Rev. Alphonse Baratelli, Priest of
the Mission, from the House of Plaisance, to evangelize
these souls in so great need, because of the perils to which
they are exposed in this large city.
Arrived at Paris, the zealous Missionary bestowed his
immediate care upon the sections of Vaugirard and Grenelle. He was aided greatly by Sister Selvaggi charged
with the Italians of this portion of the capital comprising
sixteen extensive parishes. The Italians are scattered at
immense distances apart. Father Baratelli reaped abundant
and consoling fruits from these two sections to which he
devoted ten days.
From September 22nd, to October 8th, the apostolic
man gave a mission at St. Eloi, the central point of Reuilly,
thronged with Piedmontese, Parmesans, and Plaisantains.
From the outset, the heart of the Missionary (to use his
own expression), overflowed with joy at the sight of so vast
an audience comprising every age, sex and condition ; this
multitude seemed daily to increase; so much so, that Sister
Catherine, who gave her assistance to the Italians of this
section, found it impossible to accommodate all these people,
so eager to hear the word of G o d .
Truly was it an edifying spectacle, these hundreds of
men, the majority of whom had labored all day, now as
sembled around the Blessed Virgin’s altar, reciting the
rosary and chanting the praises of the Queen of Heaven,
then, attending with admirable ardor the instruction.
Crowds surrounded the Missionary’s confessional; among
these penitents, were not alone Italians from Reuilly, but
numbers had hastened from Ternes, having been notified
by Sister Cogno that these holy Exercises were in progress.
The Mission closed Oct. 6th., feast of the Holy Rosary.
On this occasion, with rare exceptions, all the Italians
forming this impromptu congregation, approached the Altar

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1896

11

of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 3 [1896], No.
14

T H E AN N ALS.

at the eight o’clock Mass in the church of the Sacred Heart
at Montmartre. Abbé Tixier, Director of the Italian Work,
was the celebrant; canticles were sung, and the Missionary,
by a stirring discourse, strove to arouse the faith o f the
communicants towards the August Sacrament.
The splendor of the beautiful ceremonial was enhanced
by the presence of the Countess of Berteux, vice-president
of the Work, besides several other ladies of rank.
Mass ended, the Missionary read aloud the Act conse
crating to the Sacred Heart all the families present. A
fraternal agape had been prepared for the pilgrims; after
benediction all participated in the feast.
At half past four, P. M., a vast multitude assembled to
assist at the Missionary’s farewell, and receive the Papal
Benediction.
Mgr. Gaspari, professor at the Catholic Institute, pre
sided; after a pious allocution and benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, he distributed souvenirs of the mission,
each person receiving a crucifix, books, and pictures. As
all withdrew, there lingered in every heart a lively regret
that these heavenly days had glided so rapidly away.
The Missionary, in leaving Paris, bore with him the
gratitude of all who, through his zeal and devoted labors,
had recovered peace and joy of soul.
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AUSTRIA
Letter from, R e v .
the Mission, to V

F e r d in a n d

ery

R

ev.

N a c h tig a ll,

Priest of

A . F i a t , Superior General.

Favors attributed to Blessed John Gabriel Perboyre.
Gratz, September 29, 1895.
M ost

H onored

an d

V ery

R everend F ath er.

Your blessing, if you please !
Thanks, for all the evidences of your paternal goodness
towards thebeloved Seminarians,just returned from our
dear Mother-House. Their appreciation of this favor is
not to be expressed; they will ever cherish the memory of
the privilege for which both were so happily chosen.
On my arrival at Gratz, I found our good Confrere, Rev.
J. Cizeck very ill; from the 2nd, to the 11th of Sep
tember, he had been raising blood. It grieved our excel
lent physician much to find that, in the present case, the
most efficacious remedies had been vainly applied. Behold,
however, on the 11th, our Martyr’s feast, I brought our
patient a relic of Blessed John Gabriel, about nine P. M .,
the hemorrhages ceased; he still daily venerates the pre
cious relic.
I humbly beg your blessing for our youthful charge, as
well as for myself, remaining in the love of J e s u s and
His Immaculate Mother, Most Honored Father,
Your most obedient and very devoted Son,
Ferdinand Nachtigall,

i.

s. c.

m

.

Permit me to add here the account of a Cure attributed
to the intercession of Blessed John Gabriel Perboyre,
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Rev. Father Kosters, Priest of the Congregation of the
Missionaries at Steyl (Holland), while with me at
Worishofen, related the following: “ A student of his
Congregation in the house of St. Gabriel, near Vienna,
Austria, was a hopeless case of lung disease. On January
1,1890, the last Sacraments were administered. The other
students had accompanied the Blessed Sacrament and
were kneeling around their dying Confrère. Father
Kosters then promised Blessed John Gabriel Perboyrt,
to make a novena in his honor if he would obtain this
cure. He reminded our dear Martyr that it was to his
interest not to permit the student to die; but that he
ought rather to preserve him for the increasing needs of
the Missions.
“ The sufferer began immediately to improve, and, con
trary to all human expectation, was fully restored to health,
and has been admitted to the order of deaconship. He is
destined, D. V ., for the poor Pagans. He will leave next
year to begin his labors of evangelization among them.”
Behold, Most Honored Father, what has been both re
lated to me and written in German, by Father Kosters.
F e r d . N a c h t ig a l l ,

i.

s. c. M.

IN S P R U C K .
The following extracts are from a letter from Inspruck (Tyrol), address
ed to Sister Leopoldine Brandis, Visitatrix of the Daughters of Charity, in
the Province of Austria, by Sister Daria Rieder, (September, 1895).
Therein may be seen the efficacy of the intercession of the Ven. Louise
de Marillac.

On Sept. 19, 1891, a heavy beam falling upon my right
arm, so crushed it, that all power was lost from the wrist
to the elbow; the physician’s most assiduous efforts availed
nothing. From the date of the accident, until January,
1892', I was under medical treatment. After renewing the
bandages the first time, the doctor declared the hand to be
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in a very critical condition which must probably result in
amputation. His opinion was that I sljould be transferred
to the Clinic; this, however, was not done. After six
months’ trial o f surgical skill, I was able to move the
thumb and forefinger; but the other three remained para
lyzed, and it became necessary to force some object between
them and the hollow o f the hand, to prevent tlie nails from
piercing through the flesh. This caused a painful ulcer.
.Besides, a tumor about the size of an apple, forming under
the diseased arm, greatly increased my sufferings. The
only relief now suggested by the physicians was the am
putation o f the arm, or, at least, the hand; but, although my
poor arm was powerless, I could not consent to this alter
native. In 1893, one of the surgeons proposed to cut off the
three fingers as far as the first phalanges, this he believed
might save the hand; two others wished to experiment, to
prevent the fingers from pressing fatally into the palm of
the hand; but they dared not venture the assurance that
these painful ordeals might secure me any permanent relief;
hence, I declined the operation. The arm and haiid were
both shrunken, and so thin and lifeless, that the two fin
gers which I could still move, were unable to grasp the
smallest object.
During the night of Sept. 9, 1895, so intense was my
torture that, sitting up in bed, I wept bitterly. In my
anguish I asked myself, to whom shall I now turn, after so
many novenas? Then it occurred to me to address my
petition to some saint rarely invoked. Reflecting further
upon this, I seemed to hear an interior voice which said.
“ Address thyself to Mother LeGras.” I made known this
inspiration to our venerated Superiors who enjoined me in
obedience to make a novena to the Venerable Mother. On
the fifth day I could move the little finger, and the tumor
had disappeared.
2
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Having ended the first,, I commenced a second noveoa
in which, the whole Seminary united. On the first day o f
this second m>venay our Venerable Mother had cured me.
After four years7 paralysis, I could move my fingers, and
the ulcer in my palm was entirely healed.
I was at the same time relieved of a very grave interior
malady from which for years I had suffered much. Pene
trated with the deepest gratitude towards our Venerable
Mother for these favors, I shall, to the end of my life,, in
voke lier with entire confidence.

SPAIN.
The new Journal de Badajoz (Spain), publishes the following communi
cation from the Rev. Almoner of the Hospital.

Si r ?

Aware o f your principles, so truly Catholic, I do not
hesitate to solicit in your honored Journal space for letter
herewith presented:
On June 21, 1895, Mme, Leonards Carro Pajar6s, a
native of Almendral, not far from Badajoz, a married wornan, the mother of four children, was entered by her friends
at the Hospital where I have the honor to discharge the
office of Chaplain. From the preceding March, she had
been the victim of paralysis which had so entirely deprived
her of the use of the lower limbs, that even with the aid
of crutches, she was unable to walk. Supporting her pros
trate form upon her hands, scarce could she crawl along
the ground*
She was brought to the Hospital after the oft-repeated
recommendations of physicians, who had exhausted the re
sources of medical science. Although a radical cure might
not be effected, their suggestion was that, by means of elec-
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Iricity, the limbs might recover strength sufficient to per
form their normal function.
Mr. Ardila, licentiate, at once eharged himself with the
♦ease, and it is easy to conclude that to conquer the stub
born malady, no means were left untried; despite his ef
forts, however, there was no improvements to the bitter
disappointment of the poor mother whose heart yearned to
return to her forsaken little ones.
On the verge o f despair, she had, finally, discarded all
remedies, and had notified her husband of her desire to be
taken home.
At this stage of affairs it happened that the feast of
St. Vincent de Paul was at hand. On the eve, our patient
made her confession with great fervor; she began^ more
over, to pray earnestly to our Saint. At daybreak next
morning, she called one o f the sisters (Sr. Marie Ramona),
and begged her to drop her little offering into St Vincent’s
alms-box. Afterwards she desired to be carried to the
ehapel, and, seated in a chair which was drawn near the
Holy Table, she there received Communion; those who
bore the chair back to its place perceived, however, less
constraint in the poor sufferer’s movements. Sister Sabine
Sevella exhorted the object of her charitable solicitude to
redouble her prayers to St. Vincent de Paul, assuring her
that in recompense, power would be restored to her life
less limbs.
Meanwhile, your humble servant, the Director, carried
the Blessed Sacrament to the sick who had prepared for
holy Communion. As I passed in front of Mme. Leonarda she suddenly felt herself urged to kneel; without
assistance, to the utter amazement o f all, she placed her
self on her knees and remained in that posture until my
return to the chapel.
This signal favor was but the prelude to a joy still more
overwhelming; Mme. Leonarda calls a poor blind woman
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near and, leaning upon her arm, rises from her knees and
starts not to walk, but to run, in the corridor and then,
through the whole establishment.
Such is the extraordinary fact. For nearly four months,
creeping, one might say, like a reptile, Mine. Leonarda
had dragged herself along the ground \ eminent physi
cians had resorted to every means within the range of hu
man science; yet the paralysis had baffled their skill. But,
behold! The divine Physician, whose science knows no
limit, infinite in all Hi9 attributes, whose Omnipotence
the universe must proclaim, through the mediation of His
faithful servant, applies to this client of the Patron of the
afflicted a remedy, hidden from the unbeliever, but recog
nized by those who possess the true faith; and an instan
taneous efficacy proves its superiority over all that any
genius can devise.
Let the incredulity of the age sneer, if it will; but the
fact is self-evident: Mme. Leonarda was hopelessly strick
en with paralysis,and now she walks. To this, as likewise
to the rapidity with which the marvellous restoration was
effected, all the inmates of the Hospital can bear testimony.
In this age of infidelity, of materialism, of rationalism,
this age, wherein so many sects rise up to wage a warfare
against C h r is t , it becomes more than ever incumbent upon
us to publish these instances in which the divine interpo
sition cannot be denied; these marvels serve to strengthen
the faith in our hearts,'whilst confounding the impious who
disseminate falsehood. Therefore have I besought you to
insert the foregoingcircumstances in your esteemed journal.
In complying with the request, you will also advance the
interests of our holy Religion, you will rejoice loyal hearts,
none more so, than that of
Your devoted servant and chaplain,
Francis Mazon Y . Barba.
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A nnals op the
C h i l d r e n o f M a r y , — A special
edition of the Annals of the Children of Mary, published at
Paris, will be hereafter issued in monthly publications in
Spanish, at Madrid, This arrangement appears best cal
culated to sustain the interest and augment the piety of
the members of the Association,
The subscription is tour pesetas in Europe, and five, in
America. Tlte amount may be paid to the Missionaries of
St. Vincent de Paul, Barrio de Chamberi, Madrid. Set
tlement for the same may likewise be made at the Econo*
mat o f the Mother-House, Rue du Bac, 140, Paris, whence
it will be transmitted to Rev. A. Valdivielso, Procurator,
at Madrid,

ITALY>
CONVERSION
ATTRIBUTED TO THE EFFICACY O f THE MlBACULOtTS MEDAL.
Rev. J. Tasso, Superior of the mission atChiert (Province o f Turin},
"sends us the following:
In accordance with the ‘desire of the youug convert, with Whom we are
besides personally acquainted, we publish the subjoined narration, written
•and signed b y his own hand. He publishes it for the greater glory of G o d ,
and for that of the Immaculate Virgin, to whose mediation he doubts not
that he owes the favor of his conversion, relying upon her maternal pro*
tection to obtain for him the grace of final perseverance.

Queen conceived without sin, pray for us!
On an ill-fated evening in the month o f April, 1892, I
joined the Masonic Lodge o f Pietro Mieca, situated to the
east o f Turin, I was then in my twenty-second year, pur
suing the course o f Belles-Lettres at the Royal University.
Although my shortcomings were not a few, yet my past life
had not been wicked, and in my heart I still preserved the
sacred treasure o f my faith; so far, I had not discarded all
2*
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religious practices, I even experienced pious emotions when
ever I entered a church, Despite my failings and defects I
still gloried in the name of Christian.
But from that fatal night, deplorable was my downfall.
The past wherein, perchance, there still slumbered holy and
cherished principles, was now overcast with gloom for me;
yielding to the allurements of vice, I strayed far from the
paths of rectitude, and even of simple propriety, as if I
strove to annihilate, within me every vestige of Christian
sentiments; no longer could my eyes discern the serene light
of truth: faith had vanished.
For many years the priest of G o d had been my scholas
tic instructor. Two members of my family, a brother and
a sister, had entered religious communities, and for a time
I aiso was under vows; but no sooner had I breathed the
pernicious atmosphere of the Lodge, than an indescribable
aversion, a mortal hatred of priests and religious possessed
me to that degree, that the casual meeting with one of those
“ black men” (the name by which I now designated priests),
not only exasperated me, but even provoked me to utter
blasphemies.
Thus with lamentable indifference did I heap up im
pieties, following only the bent of my corrupt heart, whilst
by gross and filthy calumnies I blushed not to disfigure
the Church and Religion; I went so far as to strive by
evil discourse and through the medium of books, to sully
the innocence and purity of youth, and to cloud the mind
with doubt; indefatigable was I in my efforts to propa
gate the infernal sect: such was my life from the year
1892, until December of 1894.
This impious and disorderly career plunged my soul
into the deepest melancholy. My health was ruined; in
pursuing my studies 1 went from bad to worse, and my
sad heart found itself immersed, as it were, in an abyss of
shame and abomination; never did any soothing thought
♦
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occur to relieve my wretched mind ; and all the fine prom
ises made at my alliance with the sect, resulted only in
bitter disappointment.
Miserable victim that I was> unable to banish remorse,
deprived of the lights and consolations of faith, I finally
resolved to end my tortures. Suicide appeared to me the
sole remedy for the morbid gloom that weighed upon my
soul; for several days, I brooded over my project and had
already mentioned it to one of my friends, when an un
foreseen incident diverted me from my criminal resolution,
A troupe o f actors, then very celebrated at Turin, proposed
to enact a sacrilegious drama in the most popular theatre
o f the city.
Scarce had the announcement been made than the
citizens formed themselves into two very distinct bivouacs.
The clergy, with all true Catholics, loudly inveighed
against the outrage; it was odious^ they declared, that in
this city of the Blessed Sacrament, so grievous an insult
should be offered to Our Lord J e s u s C h r i s t . The
“ Liberals” , as they termed themselves, the Freemasons
and their adepts by noisy demonstrations, urged the presen
tation of the drama.
The hot contest sustained by reckless young men to
achieve an unjust triumph for the Masonic opposition to
those whom they styled “ Clericals” , for the time being,
absorbed my attention; hence, my desperate project was
postponed.
Meanwhile, the sacrilegious representation took place
amid the acclamations of a band of Freemasons, and the
groans of the pious Catholics of Turin; during this in
auspicious night, the latter had assembled in a, penitential
spirit in St. Theresa's church to adore our divine Saviour
and offer Him reparation. The drama over, I was foremost
among the students, who, with curses and blasphemies
upon their lips, stationed themselves in front of the church.

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1896

21

of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 3 [1896], No.

24

T H E AN N ALS’.

Bat, O Heavens! soon my rage was subdued and every
sentiment of impiety vanished from my heart. In the
depths of my soul I seemed to hear a voice which thus
reproached me; “ Behold in this church all that Turin can
boast as grand, noble, and intellectual; and thou, wretch,
dost thou curse and blaspheme? Those whom thou revilest thus are thy own kinsfolk, venerable old age, and
youth still adorned with innocence and purity; how sad a
contrast art thou!”
Breaking away from that horde of blasphemers, I fled
as if a sharp arrow had pierced my heart, whilst the cease
less echo of these words sounded in my ears.
Two weeks had glided by; it was the morning of De
cember 24th. A Daughter of Charity pressed me to accept
a Medal of the Immaculate Virgin, or miraculous Medal.
Imagine such a thing! To receive a Medal from the hand
of a religions woman ! Never, never.
When I visited my own dear sister, a member of the
Daughters of M a r y Help of Christians, urged by the af
fection which she bore me and the compassion inspired by
my condition, she gave me salutary advice; but I hardened
my heart, and, once out of sight, I contemptuously cast
away the object of piety she had forced upon me.
I still persisted in refusing to accept the little Medal to
whose instrumentality I was to owe my salvation. The
worthy Daugh er of St. Vincent wa< not disheartened. Her
persevering charity again sought me out; she had been in
formed of my distressing situation by a person of distinc
tion, to whom, in a moment of keen anguish, I had opened
my heart for encouragement and counsel; she sought me
out, that my spiritual blindness might be dispelled by the
irradiating light of divine grace.
She had left nothing undone. It seemed that M a r y , our
Blessed Mother, desired to be much importuned in my be
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half; it was only at the cost of many prayers that she
would consent to adopt me as her child.
In the daily rounds required by her occupations, this
Daughter of Charity met Sisters of divers orders; she rec
ommended me to the charity of all. I learned afterwards
that, from seven religious Communities, supplications for
my conversion had been addressed to M a r y . A s for me,
I still persisted in my obduracy.
A violent struggle, fraught with intense anxiety, was
going on within me; no longer was I my single self. There
were now in my interior two men, whose sentiments and
passions were in direct opposition. The one, weary and
disgusted, desired to amend; the other, still enthralled by
a vile, degrading, slavishness, had always upon the lips the
cynic’s smile, and in the heart, the corruption of sin. The
ceaseless entreaties of the one, were met by the refusal of the
other until, finally, overcome by so much faith and piety,
conquered by so great charity, yielding, I accepted the little
Medal. I examined it closely and dropping it into my pock
et, turned away, deeply touched, and overwhelmed with
confusion.
And that which I had determined not to do, the Blessed
Virgin accomplished through her miraculous Medal. She
it was that softened my obduracy; moved by the supplica
tions of so many religious families, she it was that, touching
my corrupt heart, caused it to dissolve in tears.
Oh! the struggle of that day! Oh! the floods of tears!
Oh! the anxious wavering of my heart!
And the Immaculate Virgin, whose image, I see graven
upon the little Medal given me by the Daughter of Charity,
was ever knocking at the door of my heart; she wished to
raise me up, to adopt me as her child. This tender Mother
seemed to say to me: Te amplexabor, et si mihi non benedixera, te non dimittam, et sine me recedere non valebis; I will
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draw thee to myself, I will hold thee and will not let thee
go until thou bless me.
Five days of interior anguish, of excruciating torture,
were yet in store for me. I was more deserving of pity than
the sufferer who, extended upon the operating table, awaits
the moment when the surgeon’s knife must cut into the
quivering flesh. Still did I lack fortitude to form a practi
cal resolution. On Christmas night the devil held still the
upperhand,..for I passed those hours reading an immoral
romance, to divert my thoughts. But, ever victorious,
M a r y was once more to triumph.
Soon afterw ard s, I laid at the feet o f G o d ’ s m inister, the
h eavy burden o f m y crim es; this I did w ith c h ild lik e can 
dor, y e t w ith the stern reso lve o f vigorou s m anhood ; thus
I besought d eliveran ce from the bonds o f excom m u n ica
tion, th at I m ig h t begin a new and b etter life.

All spotless, beautiful, and fair, as we glance upon her
image, the Immaculate Virgin seems, like a gentle zephyr,
to breathe into the soul her pure influence; she it is who
has saved me, who has deigned to become my Mother,
my guide, and my hope.
And now, a second time I have retired to Chieri, this
sacred abode of peace, to perform the spiritual Exercises
that through the intercession of the Immaculate Virgin,
G o d may discover to me His will in regard to my future;
so that having given me understanding, I may know His
testimonies, fulfil them with unwavering constancy, and
that, henceforth, naught save justice and virtue may have
power to rejoice my heart.
I will teach the unjust Thy ways and the wicked shall
be converted to Thee. Docebo iniquos vias tuos, et impii ad
te convertentur.
E

m il e

B

a n d i,

Chieri, House of St. Mary of Peace.

Doctor of Letters.
July 16, 1894.
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The friend who is intimately acquainted with this dear
young man, and who feels deeply interested in his welfare,
testifies that G o d still maintains him in his good disposi
tions. A weekly communicant, he has broken off entirely
from his evil connections; his entire interior conversion,
so evident, affords just grounds to hope for his final perse
verance in good, a favor which he hopes to obtain through
the prayers of all who may, in the above account, trace
the marvels which the divine mercy has wrought in his
favor.
SOLEMN TRIDUUM .
F3AST of t h e m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e m ir a c u l o u s m e d a l .
C E L E B R A T E D IN T ill: CH U RCH O F
ST. J A M E S - O N - T H E - A U N O , A T F L O R E N C E .

September 6, 7, 8, 1895.
Whilst the Manifestation of the Miraculous Medal had
become every where the object of a real triumph, the pecu
liar situation of the House at Florence seemed to preclude
all solemnity in our celebration of this feast. Considering,
however, that in this devotion, Heaven had shown so mark
ed a favor towards the family of St. Vincent, that the
Church, in sanctioning the public demonstration, had con
firmed the privilege, it was determined that, despite all
obstacles, the solemnity of the holy Medal, should be cele
brated at Florence.
Circumstances over which we had no control, delayed
until autumn, the accomplishment of our desires; it was
only through a dispensation from Rome that we could at
this late epoch enjoy the favor. This granted, His Emi
nence, the Cardinal Archbishop, appointed for the Triduum
the 6th, 7th, and 8th of September. Our church was rich
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ly decorated as Oil the most solemn feasts; the throe ltave»
being illuminated â giorno.
Within the niche, under a handsome pavilion, a beauti
ful painting in an oval like the Medal, represented the
Immaculate Virgin, in the attitude of the apparition to
Sister Catherine Labouré; encircling hey image was the
invocation: “ O M a ry , conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee/’ A large number of the faith
ful, as well as several Communities joined in the novena
preceding the Triduum.
As the Association of the Children of M a r y owes its
origin to the Manifestation of the miraculous Medal, we
began by an extraordinary and general reunion of all the
Children of M a r y in Florence. The season was unfavor
able, for at this time families well-to-do, generally leave
the city for the country and the baths; therefore, it was
very remarkable that more than a thousand responded to
our invitation.
The Superior of the House opened the reunion by a state
ment of the present condition of the Association, as well
at Florence, as in the vicinity. His Eminence, Cardinal
Bausa, Archbishop of Florence, was present at the assembly,
with their Lordships, the Bishops of Pienza and Colie,
The allocution of His Eminence will appear in print.
During the three days there was general Communion; at
half past five for the Sisters, and at half past seven for
the Children of M a r y , and all the assistants. The Masse»
continued until noon, and at each, there were numerous
communicants.
Each day pontifical Mass and Vespers were celebrated ;
on the third day, during Mass, His Eminence delivered a
magnificent homily. Each evening, the presiding Prelate
crowned the solemnity by benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament. The orators of these days of grace were: Mon
seigneur, Bishop of Colle, Monseigneur, Coadjutor to His
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Eminence, and Monseigneur Forli. The most complete
satisfaction was testified by the multitudes in attendance
at each ceremony. The solemnity closed with the Te Deum,
chanted during the benediction given by His Eminence,
our Cardinal Archbishop.
The Urban Guard rendered service at the doors of the
church, as also during the offices, for the preservation of
good order which throughout was perfectly maintained.
Greater than ever, we trust, will be the devotion of the
people of Florence towards the Immaculate Virgin, a
blessing which must result from these festivities; may they,
likewise, draw down upon this House and its inmates the
special protection of our tender Mother.
C. U t t i n i ,

i.

s. c.

M.

TURKEY.
MONASTIR.
Monastir, June 6, 1894.

Letter from R
V

ery

R

Priest of the Mission, to
Superior General.

ev.

C. H

ypert,

ev.

A. F

ia t ,

M o st H o n o r e d F

ath er,

Your blessing, if you please !
Here I am at Bitolia, or as-the Greeks call it, Monastir,
whence I send you the little account promised in preceding
letter. The ancients called this place, Odolophumythe eight
hills; and really the city leans against eight hills, abound
ing in trees, still covered with green foliage, despite the
intense heat of a burning sun. The peak crowning all
these elevations, bears the name of P6rist6ri (Dove), doubt
less from the deep snow in which even in midsummer its
summit is imbedded. This peak has an altitude of from fif-
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teeii hundred to eighteen hundred metres above the level
of the sea*
Bitolia occupies an extensive area on both sides of the
Dragor. The muddy, foul, black waters of this stream
traverse the city from North to South between two wharves,
built after the European Style and planted with trees.
But these imposing stone wharves required a strong bar
rier of palisades; otherwise, they would finally have been
scattered over the vast plain extending below Bitolia.
Monastir is not divided by its mighty river into distinct
sections; yet, to the North we find the Mussulman; Chris
tians are on the South ; whilst the Jew inhabits both
shores.
In the Mussulman quarter may be seen large palaces
built of wood and Surrounded by trees, open corridors, clois-<
tered windows, jutting roofs. To its owner, the Konak,
or governor’s palace, is another city.
Upon the quay stands a pavilion; on either side the
wings regularly dotted by countless windows, form a long
polished façade neatly plastered after the European style.
Etiquette requiring that I should call upon the Vali (gov
ernor), my visit enabled me to form some idea of those cor
ridors of the seraglio, through which, in medley, pass crowds
of soldiers, solicitors, dervishes, Greek papas, and ragged
paupers.
The Vali’s secretary, who understands and speaks
French tolerably well, welcoming me very kindly, politely
begged me to be seated upon his divan, where for two and
a half hours I awaited the moment of audience which de
pends upon his Excellency’s own decision. Here, as else
where among Turkish officials, after the customary salu
tation, the box of cigarettes is opened, then the sound of a
bell orders the traditional coffee, and glass of cold water.
Beyond the new Konak are extensive gardens, wooden
kiosks, and turbas.
In the Christian section every object
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reveals the Greek. The square houses, long, large, and
high, glazed apertures, stone balconies; all these at first
glance betray the Hellenic love of light and sunshine, as
well as the Greek’s curiosity to know all that goes on out
side of his own walls. The front, with doors and windows,
seems to form the entire Greek dwelling, lacking conveni
ence, it may be, to the proprietor, yet so attractive to the
passer-by in search of lodging.
Mohammedan in the North, the plane trees, cypress and
poplars of the gardens overshadow the narghilehs (or
Turkish pipes) and turbans; Hellenic to the South; in the
mansions after the Oriental style, are Cafés, bacals (grocery
stores), olive merchants, venders of tin-ware, sardines,
petroleum oil, and tobacco, all these advertised by a variety
of colors. Jewish in those dark streets thronged with
women and children grovelling in dirt, w^here the pawn
broker’s establishments are conspicuous,—such is modern
Bitolia.
But in our day, Monastir is no longer a city lost in up
per Macedonia, so proverbially dangerous that one risked
landing there only after having made his last will and
testament.
A railway laid at the cost of two entire years of weary la
bor, now connects this city with Salónica. Thanks to the in
fluence of some friends, I was the first traveller who made
this journey in a few hours, for the road is not yet in oper
ation .
Having passed over the vast plain of Salónica and the
bridge of Vardar, one finds himself in a new country. He
begins the ascent of the rapid slope of Vodena, where our
Sisters devote themselves to the care of the poor sick work
men employed in the construction of the railway. To the
left are beautiful cascades, tumbling in foamy spray down
the mountain, upon the tableland whereon rises Vodena
(the city of waters). After passing through thirteen tun-
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iiels, one comes upon a delightful little valley with dense
forests, instinctively recalling Rouei-gue. Traversing ii
path more or less inclining to a curve, the traveller reaches
the barren shores of Lake Ostrovo; along this direction
he still proceeds for half an hour. There is yet a short
distance to be gone over, but,at length, here is the opening
of the smiling plain of Mollastir, through whose centre
flows the Schema, finding its way beyond the mountains,
and losing itself at last in the Vardar.
They cry out: “ Banitzal Banitza!” Passengers leave
the train, for the road still in progress, ends here. Thank
ing the chief engineer for the privilege so kindly extend
ed, I descend and find good Father Dupuy awaiting me
with a conveyance to pursue my journey to Monastir.
By May 10th the railway was completed. Trial was to
be made of the engine which was to come first to Monastir.
It would make its appearance about midday. Finally, at
the charmed hour, the locomotive slowly advances; it is
gaudily decorated with tiny oriflammes of Turkish colors,
attached to wreaths of evergreen.
The frontispiece bears
this inscription : “ Progress. Long live the Sultan I” The
engine halts in front of a triumphal arch, barricaded by a
network of ribbons interlaced. Then the Vali, his staff
and army officers^ step forward. Our governor cuts away
the frail barrier which seemingly impeded the onward
march of the machine. A shrill whistle is heard. The
engine moves forward and finally reaches the station: “ the
iron railway is completed.”
Nearly the entire village witnessed this spectacle so novel
to the majority of the inhabitants, whose experience is lim
ited to their own country, never having ventured beyond
its boundary line. In the streets and along the roads, be
side themselves with joy, these poor people inquire of all
they meet: “ The machine has arrived; have you seen it?”
At the sight of this startling object, the less informed
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*tlms question the more intelligent: “ What causes the mo
tion of these arabois (carriages), with neither horses nor ox^
en to draw them ?” Not com prebend ing\, in the least, the ex
planations given them in answer, the simple Bulgarian and
Wallachian women bless themselves, exclaiming^ '“ Bogia!
Panctgia! O Virgin! Mother o f “God’P Then touching
with their finger-tips the edge of the locomotive's .piston
they return to iheir own homes.
The inauguration o f the road will, in all probability,
take place on the 13th, hist., your feast day. From this
date, Most Honored Father, you can say that the Sons of
St. Vincent and the Daughters of Charity can go in eight
hours from Salonica to Monastir, a journey formerly re
quiring four days, not to mention the jierils to which the
traveller was exposed.
Shall I speak, Most Honored Father, of Good Friday
among the Greeks? It portrays exactly what took place at
Jerusalem when the Jews led our Lord J e s u s C h r i s t
forth to crucifixion. ’T^ commemorate the burial o f our
divine Saviour, the Greeks have a nocturnal procession on
Good Friday. This is termed by them, “ the Epitaphion
procession” . Herein they reproduce perfectly the Jewish
rabble crying out: Tolled tolled Cruxdfige,! cnccijige!
At eight P. M., the Greek population begins to throng
the streets through which the procession is to pass* Out*
house being on the circuit I could, from my room> observe
the whole proceeding. The crowd assembled in front of
our dwelling. Could you guess their occupation? Perhaps
they were engaged in prayer? Far from it Their whole
attention was absorbed by the Bengal lights, the staves
fashioned by a shoemaker, and the rockets cast by a phar
maceutist; thus were they occupied whilst awaiting the
arrival of their Greek Bishop with his clergy. A h ! Most
Honored Father, how shall I describe this procession?
3
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Haw portray this Bishop escorted by police, preceded by
his clergy, all lost to view in the midst of the multitudes
of men and children who vie one with another, in talking
and vociferating?
At their appearance, instantly, the inmates of the houses,
especially the women, stand in the open door-way, each
person holding a lighted taper, all ready to make the sign
of the Cross the moment a coffin of any description is
borne along the street. One not aware of the motive o f
this procession might be tempted to laugh.
Inasmuch as this spectacle saddened my heart, in the
same degree was I edified by that of the Bulgarian Ex
archate on May 23rd, feast of Sts. Methodius and Cyril.
This procession was composed chiefly of children who at
tend the Bulgarian school. The boys opened the line of
march. Then came the girls of the school; their costume
blue, with white capes and aprons with bibs, gave them the
appearance of religious. Preceding the clergy, was the choir
formed of young men chanting to musical accompaniment
the praises of their holy Patrons. Order and silence pre
vailed. This ceremony attracted the attention of the Greeks
with whom the Bulgarians hold no friendly intercourse.
Permit me now, Most Honored Father, to touch upon
what more nearly relates to ourselves.
My first care on arriving at Monastir was to look after
the church, which fell far short of desirable neatness. I
hope that our amiable Saviour, to whose Sacred Heart the
church is dedicated, will reward us a hundred-fold for all
the efforts by which we have striven to promote His honor.
Our Catholics,not yet very numerous, are delighted with our
improvements. I have been especially solicitous to have
the chant well rendered, knowing that men are attracted
by good music to Church services. Many Wallachians
attend the Sunday Mass; we profit by this opportunity to
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preach the w ord o f G o d , to w hich
I hope their num bers w ill increase.

they d e v o u tly listen,

This leads me to speak of the Wallachian Work.
But first, allow me to render sincere and fraternal homage
to Father Faveyrial who has toiled so perseveringly to
enable this Roumanian or Wallachian nation to recover
what it had lost, the light of the true faith. Through the
information derived from him, I have been enabled to
chronicle the Work, thus acquainting myself with what has
been done, that I might know what course to pursue in
the future.
The Wallachian Lyceum is situated in a locality belong
ing to the Mission. It was here that Father Faveyrial
taught French, General History, and Philosophy. At
present I replace him in giving lessons in French. The
yeai being already far advanced, I thought it best not
to undertake more.
The Roumanian lad is unlike the Bulgarian : the former
is frank, sprightly, polite, well pleased with what is given,
and satisfied with what is done for him. Evidently there
must flow in his veins that Latin blood which establishes
between him and the native o f France a kindred race.
Scarce could you imagine, Most Honored Father, with what
deferential politeness I am received whenever I present myself at the Lyceum,
Having learned that these young men received no relig
ious instruction save a little catechism, taught by a lay
Professor in the lower classes, I mildly remonstrated on
this subject with the director, an old pupil 0f the Jesuits.
This excellent gentleman begged me to begin at once a
course of religious instruction. The Inspector general of
the Wallachian school sent a messenger to inform me that
I have all power in this Lyceum. For divers motives,
however, I shall await the arrival of Mr. Margarit Apostol
Superintendent o f all the Wallachian establishments of
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Macedonia. This gentleman is the prime author o f the
Wallachiau movement in this country, and the sincere
friend o f our dear C onfrere, Father Faveyrial, as well as ot
the Mission.
In our house, we have two Wallachiau seminarians des
tined for the ecclesiastical state. They will soon complete
their second course of studies.- A third seminarian wishes
to join them nest year. He is the son of the papa,Mmitrias
Const antinescou, the first Wallachian priest in twelve years
converted to Catholicity. He is a priest of strong, earnest
purpose who, in order to preserve his faith, has undergone
imprisonment and a thousand vexations whirled against
him bv the Greek Bishop \ he labors faithfully ioi the I iiiou>n the interior of the villages under his care.
His recognition by the Turkish government as a subject
of i-Iis Majesty, the Sultan, and in what relates to spiritual
matters, of the Pope, shields him from further molestation.
Consequently, the Greek Bishop can no longer compel him,
through his gendarmes, to recognize any other authority
than that established for him by the law. Other priests
also desire the Union.
I grieve to say, however, that the people of Wallaehia
have no spiritual leader, around whom they may rally for
the needed encouragement. It is indeed a bitter thought.
Daily do I implore Almighty G o d to provide for these
poor stray sheep, a Catholic Bishop oi their own nation
ality, possessing prudence and wisdom. There is no doubt
that all the Roumanians would then return to the fold of
the true Church. Think of this, Most Honored Father,
I beg you, that these Wallachians, so numerous in Monastir,
are without a priest of their own country, to say Mass for
them and administer the Sacraments according to their
own rite. They are under the necessity of addressing
themselves toeither the Bulgarians or the Greeks; and yet
they deny, nor will they ever acknowledge, the authority
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o f these Bishops, of the Patriarch, or of the Exarchate.—Verily may it be said in their case : Sunt sine duce et pastore*, petierunt panem et non erat qui fmngeret eis*
In our establishment we have a French school; but, for
better organization, we must build.
I close this lengthy letter, Most Honored Father, by a
petition often presented since the year 1857, as well by
Father Le Pavec, as by Fathers Cassagne and Dubulle,
and finally, by Father Faveyrial: all have entreated you to
send us the Sisters.
I f it be desirable that the Mission of* Monastir, no longer
remaining stationary, spring into new life, we must have
the aid of, at least, three Sisters. They are asked for by
Catholic families who know not whither to send their lit
tle girls for instruction; by those also in easy circumstances,
whether Greek or Servian, but especially by the Wallaehians. I repeat, above all, by the Wallachians. On the
score of religious instruction, their young girls are lament
ably destitute. Now, it is only through the agency of our
Sisters, that we may hope to exert a salutary influence over
these young people, and secure the confidence of these
Roumanians. Two of the latter are already with us and
they delight in assisting, with their companions, at the
Sunday Church offices.
Besides, our Sisters understand so well how, by every
means, they can instil into these unsophisticated minds, sen
timents o f our holy Religion, Needless to add, that all
manner of good must result from domiciliary visits to the
poor sick. I believe, Most Honored Father, that the time
of the harvest has arrived; the fields begin to whiten,
Shall we not gather in the ripening grain? Our sole hope
is centred in this country of Wallachia, watered for so many
years by the sweat of our Missionaries.
3*
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I feel confident that there will be no renewal o f the ob
stacles which opposed my predecessors at Monastir:
I. The distance from any port.— Two months ago, four
days were required to go from Monastir to Salonica, now
the journey can be made in eight hours.
II. Prejudice.— Pauca intelligent^ Every thing has
changed for the better since 1857, and matters improve
daily by the intercourse of foreigners with our rulers.
III. Maintenance.— Without taking into account the
receipts of our Sisters, which will eventually increase, we
shall be able to share our earnings with them, and to pro
vide a dwelling sufficiently remote from that of the
Missionaries.
At Carvallo I began without resources, and I shall al
ways rely upon divine Providence, our Blessed Mother,
and above all, upon St. Joseph, who for eight years has
never failed me in the hour of need.
Most Honored Father, in the year 1882, you wrote;
“ Wait a few years longer, you and the Monastirists.”
Twelve years of lengthened expectation have gone by, and
still we are waiting. Has not our turn arrived?
In conclusion, let me say that, shortly, in company with
the chief engineer, I shall visit the Wallachian villages
in favor of the Union. They have asked for my photograph,
they shall see the original.
Deign, Most Honored Father, to accept the respectful
sentiments with which I am, in the love of Our Lord,
Your obedient Son,
H

y p e r t , i.
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CONSTANTINOPLE.
Letter from
to

R e v . Joseph Jaeo sch ,

V e r y R e v . A . F ia t ,

Priest of the Mission,

Superior General.

S t . G e o r g e s , C o n s ta n tin o p le , Jun e 6 , 1 8 9 5 *

M o st H o n o r e d F a t h e r ,

Your blessing, if yon please !
G o d be praised, the Mission of St. Georges so humble in
its origin, is, for our great encouragement, progressing won
derfully. I f you remember, Most Honored Father, with
your permission and the concurrence of our Visitor, Very
Rev. W. Mungersdorf, last year, we purchased two houses,
one of wood, the other of stone, besides two gardens. The
purchase was a venture, but our good G o d came to our as
sistance, although the transaction imposes upon us many
sacrifices and obligations, to be borne for several years to
'come.
The beautiful garden has already attracted a number
o f new pupils; there is a great increase both in our school
and orphanage. In our new frame building we have open
ed a Clinic for Ophthalmia; it is under the direction of a cel
ebrated oculist who has offered his gratuitous service for the
treatment of eye-diseases very prevalent here. A few
rooms have been partitioned off for patients who are able
to make some compensation, thus contributing to the main
tenance of the house. Many sick have already been re
ceived for operations or medical treatment; they consult
the physician,and remedies are furnished in the pharmacy of
the establishment, directed by a Daughter of Charity who
holds the pharmaceutist’s Diploma. This pharmacy will
also provide for the dispensary, opened at the same time.
Through the generosity of benefactors, a kitchen for the
poor has also been organized.
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In our stone building we shall have a small hospital for
children, first of all, for those of our own establishment;
these provided for, others will be admitted. A famous phy
sician of the city, will serve gratuitously. W e hope to have
the hospital in running order a few weeks» hence.
W ith these consolations are m ingled m uch solicitu d e and
not a few difficulties;; b u t our good G o d , w ho has certain ly
begun the w o r k , w ill not I tru st, abandon us.

Be pleased, Most Honored Father,to bless your children
of St. Georges, twelve Missionaries and seventeen Daugh
ters of Charity, and accept the expression of our respect
and devotedness.
Your most humble and obedient Son,
J o s e p h J a k o s c h , i . s . c . m.
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ASIA.
CH INA.
T H E FEAST OF TH E M IRACULOUS MEDAL
AT THE CENTRAL HOUSE OF THE
DAUGHTERS OF CHAMITY,
AT SHANGHAI, NOVEMBER 27, 1894.
The Circular of our Most Honored Father,announcing the
decision of the Holy See relative to the Manifestation of the
Medal and the privileges granted to the celebration of its
anniversary, filled our hearts with joy.
It was the 9th, of November, not many days remaining
before the feast: a retreat was about to commence at the
Central House,— this exercise and other duties would claim
every moment at the disposal of the Sisters. It would be
difficult, under existing circumstances and in so limited a
time, to prepare anything worthy of our heavenly Mother ;
so, at least, we thought; but our worthy Visitatrix had no
misgiving. Not for an instant would she dwell upon the
thought, often expressed with anxious fear by some of
us, that the Mass proper for the feast, might not arrive in
time. “ It will be here!” was alwTays her encouraging an
swer. On the 22nd, her confidence was recompensed; the
decorations for the chapel were nearly completed; the busy
fingers of those in retreat had fashioned from gilt paper,
lace, lettering, etc; thus, what at first seemed an obstacle
was made subservient to our purpose.
Our chapel is scarcely suited to extraordinary solemnities:
its low ceiling precludes oriflammes or candelabra; the
beautiful statue of M a r y Immaculate, placed behind the
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tabernacle, slightly above, seemed to smile upon all who
entered ; there was no air of triumph in her attitude: her
head, encircled by its aureola of twelve stars, almost touched
the ceiling; whilst the rays issuing from her hands, nearly
reached the altar,the throne of her divine Son. Nevertheless,
our little chapel furnished us with sweet thoughts of Heaven.
A parterre of golden lilies, with sparkling tapers, covered
the space between the niche and the tabernacle. Above,
glistening in gold, was traced the invocation: O M a k y ,
conceived without sin, etc.; branches of golden lilies inter
mingled with inscriptions in praise of our Blessed Mother,
adorned the sanctuary.
The chapel was festooned with light blue, caught here
and there with broad white ribbon, bearing sentences from
the Office of the feast of M a r y Immaculate, arranged in
bronze letters of Latin text; surmounting all, was a grace
ful wreath of white roses and lilies, of rice paper, set off
with gilt leaves. Blue trimmings mingled with flowers
entwined the pillars. In the centre appeared the reverse
side of the Medal, in shining gold. Here and there, snowy
shields bore dates associated with the Apparition. Cross
ing at different points were bands of blue and gold, upon
which various selections had been appropriately traced;
the following: Post te curremus in odorem unguentorum
tuorum reminded us of the dear Mother-House towards
which our hearts are ever turning; for, although many
among us have never enjoyed the happiness of being in
that sacred spot, we lovingly cherish it, and, like our dear
French Sisters, we call it affectionately: “ Our MotherHouse” . Thus transformed, our chapel seemed to breathe
the sweetness of M a r y herself; she was the object of our.
joy here as she is in Heaven among the blessed, where she
is surrounded with a magnificence compared with which,
all that attracts our admiration is but a faint symbol. Is
it surprising that a supernatural impression takes posses-
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sion of our hearts on this feast, recalling the visit of Heaven
to earth !
Every where was seen the invocation : “ O M a r y , con
ceived without sin,” etc; rays, also, adorned the hands of
the statue in the Community-room, and in the Seminary.
And now the Triduum: each morning at Mass we sang
the Litany of Loretto, after holy Communion, the Mag
nificat, and then : “ O M a r y , conceived without sin,” etc.
But these were to be days of prayer, and it was the
wish of Sister Visitatrix that the Rosary be recited in the
chapel; our number being small, we could not continue
uninterruptedly during the day, hence, the Rosary was said
once in the morning, and again during the afternoon, by
the Sisters who, two by two, were allowed to remain to
pray for half an hour; their privilege was to draw down
upon our venerated Superiors, by their supplications, the
blessing of the Immaculate Virgin; to obtain favors for
the entire Community and for each mission of our dear
Province, for whose safety in these times of war our
hearts are full of anxious fears.
At two P. M., we had a solemn benediction ; at five, we
again assembled to hear the Conference, given by our
zealous Director, Sister Catherine Labouré’s own nephew;
in this instruction we were exhorted to love and confide
in M a r y , our Mother.
During three days, the Sisters of Our Lady of Help
brought their pupils to assist at Mass or benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament. This too brief period was full of conso
lations: to the busy activity of the decorations had succeeded
a calm, a tranquillity which seemed a foretaste of Heaven ;
we no longer labored : we spent the time in prayer, in the
sweet enjoyment of the feast!...
On the 27 th, the Sisters from the two houses came to
join us in our dear chapel.
About five o’clock the altar was lighted up, and a priest
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began the Holy Sacrifice!...According to the geographical
situation of Shanghai, he must have been the first to cele
brate holy Mass: for at Paris it was not yet midnight.
And this priest was Father Meugniot, Sister Catherine’s
nephew whom Our Most Honored Father has charged
with the spiritual welfare of his Daughters in the land
of China* It is not for us to interpret the sentiments
which must have filled the heart of our worthy Father
Director; exteriorly, however, there was nothing unusual
in this Mass. It was an interior feast, all calm, recollection; none other would have suited the nephew of the hum
ble Sister Catherine. Father Meugniot had invited Rev.
Father Havret, S uperior of the Jesuits, to say the Com
munity Mass; he also officiated during the day, Monseigneur being absent.
We had not learned the new Canticle composed for the
feast, and the hymn; “ O happy day,” etc. seemed to us
very appropriate. A Mass of thanksgiving succeeded that
of Father Havret, and we continued to sing, always con
cluding, as on the preceding days, with: “ O M a r y , con
ceived without sin,” etc.
At eight o’clock the Sisters of Our Lady of Help brought
their Children of M a r y who filled the chapel; a Jesuit
Father said the Mass. We had no idea of inviting visi
tors, our chapel is so small! But to our amazement, many
families present themselves ; how shall we dispose of the
people?...Providentially the weather is mild: we open the
two folding doors at the end of the chapel, and many find
place under the veranda, where our Sisters of the European
Hospital, hasten to bring the benches and chairs from their
chapel. This not sufficing, we open the doors leading on
the side of the corridor, and thither we transport everything
in the house that may serve for a seat.
After the Gospel, Father Colombel said a few words
explaining the object of the feast. The Apparition of the
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Immaculate Virgin to Sister Catherine was, he said, the
prelude to the subsequent ones of Lourdes, La Salette,
Potitmain; he then urged his youthful hearers to solicit a
new miracle, that o f the preservation of their innocence in
the midst of the corruption of the world; this miracle our
Blessed Mother would obtain for them. There were a
great many communicants. The Sisters of Our Lady of
Help had availed themselves o f this opportunity to re
animate the devotion of these young girls, and of the
children confided to their care. To this end, on the preced
ing days, they had explained the apparition of the Bless
ed Virgin to Sister Catherine; these children having re
peated at home what they had heard, incited their parents
to assist at the Mass of the 27 th; hence, the concourse of
people which took us by surprise.
At two o’clock, solemn benediction; our good Father
Director had invited the Rev. Jesuit Fathers to attend;
also all the Procurators of the divers Missions stationed
here; Belgian, Spanish, Foreign Missions, etc. A large
crowd came, out of devotion, but this time we managed to
accommodate them all. At benediction we sang the Te
Deum, the hymn of the Office, and closed with the dear
invocation: “ O M a r y , conceived without sin,” etc.
Sister Visitatrix presented each of these Rev. gentle
men with a silver Medal. A Sister was appointed to
distribute Medals to all who had visited our chapel on
this beautiful feast. The gift was treasured by all, many
asking as a favor that Medals be given them to share with
their relatives at home. In the evening the Seminary had
the privilege of illuminating the statue in the garden. All
once more assembled at the feet of our Blessed Mother,
no one was missing; and the young Sisters were edified to
see our venerable ancient Sisters from the European Hos
pital, brave the keen air of the night to join with us in
singing again: aO happy day” ...The feast ended by the

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1896

43

of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 3 [1896], No.
46

T H E AN N ALS.

invocation : “ O M a r y , conceived without sin,” etc., which
in the fulness of our joy, we had so many times repeated
during those blessed days whose remembrance shall for
ever linger in our hearts.
NORTH K IA N G ST.
Letter from

R ev.

R everend

and

L.

F a tig u e t,

Y ery

H ear

Priest of the Mission.

Confrere,

The grace t f Our Lord be with us forever !
I have received your two letters of September 2nd, and
11th. When the former reached me, I had not yet re
covered from the shock caused by Father Guérand’s death ;
for the blow stunned us all. It is true that we had no
hope o f his recovery, yet the final summons took us
unawares.
Believing his end near,during the preceding night,Fath
er Guérand desired to see me. He could scarce breathe.
When placed near a window the air revived him. All
the morning and afternoon he seemed better. Our dear
patient was improving, so we thought; even the doctor
did not think otherwise. I said Matins and Lauds with
him. It was ordy as we finished that I noticed alarming
symptoms on his hands and in his features. It was eight,
o’clock. Just at that moment the doctor entered. To his
questions, our sufferer answered: “ I felt chilly, and now the
fever is coming on.” It was the approach of death.
As this dear Confrère had begged me to help him to
prepare for the last Sacraments, and, should he be in danger,
to warn him beforehand, I proposed to him to make his
confession, as also to receive holy Communion and Extreme
Unction. His breathing being much oppressed, he thought
all might be done on the following day. As I advised
him not to delay, he consented to receive the Sacraments
immediately. After the Anointing he was still able to
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speak distinctly. He left a message for his father, one also
for the Superior General. Perfectly resigned to make to
G o d the sacrifice of his life, he answered all the ejaculations
suggested to him. Very soon, however, he could only
make himself understood by signs. His head bent for
ward, his respiration became very slow and painful. Twice
he gasped for breath, and, in the effort yielded up his
soul, between four and five o’clock.
W e reserve the biographical details which have reached us, for the next
Volume of Notices on tbe Lives of the Priests and Brothers of the Congre
gation of the Mission.
Guérand.

We insert here Mgr. Bray’ s tribute to Father

In one of my letters, received towards the close of J893,
you inquire what I thought of Father Guérand who had
not then completed his thirtieth year. He was already
remarkable for the gravity of his exterior and the matu
rity of his judgment, such as in China is rarely found in a
man of forty. Few Missionaries are gifted with his facil
ity for instructing the ignorant, or those slow to compre
hend. I rejoiced at the good he was destined to accom
plish in this Vicariate. Father Guérand applied himself
most assiduously to the study of the Chinese language.
From the date of his arrival at Kiang-Si, he rendered
valuable service to my Mission, by discharging the duties
of a Professor to five young clerics whom I had brought
from France; and a few months later, he could catechise
and preach in Chinese. In December of 1892, I listened
with astonishment to his dissertation before the inhabitants
of San-Kiao. I have never know’n any one except Mgr.
Anouilh of blessed memory, to discourse so fluently in the
language of this nation.
When in 1891,1 was obliged to confide to him the Mis
sion of San-Kiao, I was amazed and edified to witness in
one so young and inexperienced, the qualities requisite for
Superior and Treasurer. To the admiration of all, both
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Superiors and inferiors, he acquitted himself of these duties
as if he had been accustomed to them for years. As regards
obedience, I repeat what I have frequently asserted of him ;
never have I met any one so perfectly obedient as he. As
much might be said of h is charity, his kindness towards
every one. What a heavy blow for me and for our Mission !
Where shall we find another Father Guérand?
G. Bray, Cong. Mission, Vic. Ap.
SOUTH K IA N G SL
Letter from Monseigneur C o q s e t , Vicar Apostolic, to
A. M i l o n , Secretary General of the Congregation of
the Mission,
R ev.

Ki-ngan, January 20, 1895.
R e v . an d H onored Co nfrere,

The grace of our Lord be with us forever !
When I came to Kiang-Si, notwithstanding the twelve
years I had spent in the north of China, I thought that
strictly speaking, there were no slaves in this Empire. Sev
eral missionaries and Vicars Apostolic assured me that they
had never seen any in this country.
And yet, we have in this very mission, a certain number
o f real slaves. ( >f this fact, you may judge by the detailed
account I have received from my Confrère, Father Pérès,
and which I transmit to you,
I am etc.
A. Coqset. C. Miss. Vic. Ap.
Letter from

R ev.

J

P eres

to Mgr.

C o q set.

Siao-h&n Dec. 30. 1893.

My Lord j
Herewith, please find local details which I have suc
ceeded in securing, relative to the slaves; or rather to that
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«caste t>f ptirias \vho are, perhaps, considered among the
curiosities o f our Vicariate.
W hat is the probable cause of slave-hotdmg that obtains at Ki-ngan-fou .

Throughout the extensive department o f Ki-ngan-fou
which comprises ten subprefectures, it is considered dis
graceful to eai ry a chair. »Aman who would carty <t chair
would have his name erased from the genealogical volume
jealously guarded in the ancestral temple (1); he would
be mercilessly driven from his village. To have been an
opium smoker, or a robber, to have sold one’s wife, or
mother, would not destroy a man’s character; whilst to
carry a ehair, but once, degrade® the man! So relative
a matter is human honor]
A freed man cannot carry the red chair reserved to the
Bride on her wedding day, nor her wedding gifts which
are publicly and ostentatiously worn. According to the
prevailing notion in this country, it would be a servile act.
Who then is to fulfil these duties? Who will convey
travellers across a country in which horses are so rare,
where there are neither carriage roads nor wheelbarrow
paths? The barque will not carry them every where; the

(1 )

A t Kiang'-si, nearly ail villages contain on« general, or public resi

dence, called Se-tang, (ancestral temple.) It is the property of all families
bearing the like name or either, belonging to the on« clan. In China, there
do not exist over three hundred patrimonimics, or family names. (Sing).
This Sing 'is the family boast. All, or the principal members of the same

Sing, preserve their registers at the Se-tang.

Sacrifice is there offered ;
then aromatic sticks are burned in their honor, in front of these registers

or ancestral tablets. Public affairs are deliberated upon at the Se-tang,
In the first place, many lawsuits are settled there under the presidency
of the elders, there too, are carefully preserved the genealogical records of
each clan.

A t the birth of a boy, parents cause the name of the new

born to be inscribed in the ancestral temple, and pledge themselves to
provide wine for the general feast which takes place at the Se-tang at the
equinoctial seasons.

4
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palanquin ( l ) rto employ a long word for a singularly in
convenient vehicular, is, therefore, the only means of travel
for those who cannot sustain Jong journeys o.n foot. It is
on account o f these servile offices accounted dishonorable,,
that a certain caste has been formed at Ki-ngan-fou.
In the prefectures of Kan-tcheou, Nan-ngan, and Ningtou, any one may, without incurring blame, perform the
duty of chair-bearer and other like offices, at his own pleas
ure. And in those departments none are to be found in
absolute slavery as at Ki-ngan.
Outside of this difference, we find many others in the
manners and language,bet ween Ki-ngan and the three afore
mentioned cities. Women at Ki-ngan still preserve the
fashion of stunting the growth of their feet, and scarcely
perform any work at Ki-nang-fou. Whilst, in the other
prefectures, the feet are allowed to grow to their natural
size, and females work like men.
Slaves are to be met in the ten divisions of Ki-ngan, but
the subprefecture of Tai-ho, in which I now reside, con
tains the largest number. According to the calculation I
have made, there are about a thousand in this one prefecture.
How they became slaves? In the following manner:
misery or vice forces parents to sell their children; rich
families purchase them. To us, the idea of buying and
selling human beings like cattle, is revolting. But the
Chinese think nothing of it (2); this does not conflict with
any law. Little boys are bought at three years o f age or
over; and the price of a child destined to slavery, is three(1). The palanquin is a ceremonial chair used by mandarins,dignitaries,
and licensed literary men. W e do not make use of the palanquin: it
would be impossible, for us to use them for crossing mountains and rivers.
Our steep and winding roads are always very narrow. Like the common
run of mortals, we must avail ourselves of frail chairs made of bamboo
branches, which are anything but sumptuous or comfortable.
(2 ). A rich Pagan in the town of Tang-Kiang, a subprefecture of NanKangj lately purchased two little boys, a year old; and placed them alive
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fold that of a child for adoption. A boy t wo or three years
old costs, at least, sixty dollars; generally, one hundred
or, even more. At this rate, a poor widow with a number
of small children, an opium smoker, particularly, gets
rid of a little hoy. The child purchased so early in life,
has no recollection o f its family dwelling at a distance*
Having by a writ of sale, recorded in the rules, lost his
>sing, that is: family name and honor, he attaches himself
to his master who purchases, as his future wife, a little girl.
This latter is, likewise, a slave; and costs three times as
much as a daughter-in-law. These young slaves grow up
in the master’s family, marry into it, work according to their
strength, When about twenty years old, a boy begins to
carry a chair.
It requires a heavy sum to purchase a slave. In other
countries, the price named might sound trifling, but here,
it is considered an exorbitant sum.
Once these 200 or 300 dollars have been disbursed, a
family, unless through unforeseen accident, may hope for
a perpetuity o f slaves (1). Their children and grandchil
dren are slaves,like their parents. A family near Tai-hois
cited as possessing twenty slaves all descended from the
same stock.
It sometimes happens that a number of families levy a
tax among themselves, to secure a slave in common. To
him is entrusted the keeping of the Se-tang in good order»
The grounds held for general use by these joint-owners,
are given to this slave to cultivate and, from them he also
derives his sustenance.
in the coffin of his deceased father— They were buried alive with the corpse.
Praises were lavished upon the man who performed this noble act of filial
piety.
(1) A dollar is worth five francs,or four francs, according to the current
rate of Exchange. Exchange which is now low, reduces it to less than three
francs. These variations are not noticed by our Kiang-sinians; who re
main ignorant of such mutations.
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Nature of this Slavery.

In what consists the existing state of slavery atKi-ngangfou? In losing one’s sing, in becoming the property of a
master, in being divested of honor or right of possession.
The slave has no sing (ancestral name). He is known
as child cf the woods (sin-ze), young savage (si-ze). He
has no family claim, no mention on genealogical record; he
is not master of his own children who belong to the head,
or master of the family, who disposes of his slaves and their
issue at will, without consulting the parents.
To obtain an accurate knowledge of that whimsical being,
the man without a sing, I had to visit China. Thirteen
years previous to the last feast of St. I rancis Xavier, I
had the happiness of reaching Ki-ngan. The Christian men,
women,and children, immediately called upon me. As I did
not understand one word of Chinese, an old, native priest
who was in the chapel, acted as interpreter. The first ques
tion he addressed me in very original Latin, was: “ What
is your name.” I hastened to decline my French name.
“ O h! not that, said he, I want to know your Chinese name.”
“ I have no Chinese name,” I answered ingenuously.
“ What! you have no singl” At this news, stupefaction was
written on every countenance. The native priest immediate
ly seized a sheet of red paper and painting something black
upon it, handed it to me, saying: “ That is your name. It is
pronounced Pa(Pe)” What does it mean 1 inquired—“ Arbor
cypressus, a cypress tree. Its signification matters little ;
but, it matters much that you need never repeat that you
have no sing. Now, remember your name, P6...P6...P6...,”
repeating it several times, to impress it upon my memory.
Later on, I understood that this priest, by baptizing me
with this noble sing, had saved my reputation, (1)
(1) A ll European missionaries, on arriving in China, must assume a
name taken from the book of “ The hundred families" Pe-kia-sing, so called
from the fact that in the beginning there were only a hundred or an incon-
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A sla v e possesses n o th in g: he m a y, occasion ally, receive
^a few sapecs in recom pense o f a servree perform ed for some
o th e r fa m ily 5 but, i f be con tim e s to m ake up a little purse,
lie cannot use it for articles o f personal va lu e, w hich by
rig h t, becom e the p rop erty o f the master,

, T h e possession

o f m oney could on ly tend to p lu n ge him into deeper d e g 
rad ation ,
o p iu m ;

by e n a b lin g him to

become m ore addicted to

as the resu lt o f th is vice, he

m ig h t en joy the

siderable ■number o f families, from whom have originated the four hundred
millions of Chinese existing at the present day. About three hundred others
■have since been added. By consequence, there are but few patronimics
for the immense population of “ the Celesti-al Empire/7 Millions of men
glory in the same Sing. In Ohina there are thousands upon thousands of
the family, Oaang. Thousands of the family, Ly. Men, for personal disj
unction, or to secure their identity, take a name of one or two letters con
nected with tbeirvS'iV?^. €hildren have a little name called milk-namt, which
is used merely within the family circle. Girls have no name but the last
mentioned (or milk-name.)
A rule, generally well observed, is not to contract marriage with per^
sons of the same Sing.
The following are the names of European Missionaries of South Kiang-si .
Mr. Boscat is called Pou, which signifies to walk, or step.
Mr. Peres
pè,
Cypress.
Mr. Canduglia
—
Kiang,
—
&iver.
Mr. Festa
To un g-,
—
to govern.
Mr. Schottey
Mr. Gattringer

—

(Blessed John Gabriel’s na;
—
Grave,
Ouang,
■
—*¡King.

Mr. Legris
Mr. Thieffry

—
—

Houey,
Tai,

—
—-

Benefit.
to carry.

Mgr. Coqset

—

&ou,

—

to look.

—

Shu,

Each one of us received a passport from the French legation, written
half in French, half in

Chinese.

Each document bore the signature of

the Minister of France at Pekin and the seal of the Tsoung-ly-Yamen.
It indicates the Chinese name of the Missionary as well as of the province
in which he habitually resides. Each European Missionary is there
fore inscribed by his Chinese name at the tribunal of Foreign affairs Pe
kin, called the Tsoung-ly- Yamen. We make no use whatever of this
passport. Local Mandarins express no desire to see it. Perhaps, because the
text of the document is favorable to us,and states our claims in clear terms.

4*
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sad consolation of stretching himself on a filthy mat along
side of some opulent man, or of one of the literati, imbib
ing the detestable poison from the pipe. Opium is the great
leveller of distinction between rich and poor, slave and
master. They may, in turn, smoke the same pipe,, com
municate their heart-sickening odor and their vermin.
Opium has already caused the sale of a multitude of chil
dren; cases will multiply with the abuse of this fatal drug,
the use of which is daily extending.
Treatment of Slaves.

Slaves are generally very well treated by their masters*
They growr up in the family and become familiar with their
surroundings. They are secure of lodging, food, clothing,
and in time, a wife. What else do they require to be like
others! Only a family name! To gain this they would be
obliged to travel afar off and take a great deal of trouble,
perhaps only to be the losers.
They are restrained from seeking to recover their liber
ty, more by the kind treatment of their masters, than by
any other consideration. The master has a right to beat
and maltreat his slaves; but self interest forbids him to do
so. To send them away would be useless. To think o f
sending a man off, for nothing, who has cost them so dear!
Such an idea could scarce enter the brain of a Chinaman.
A master could, without scruple, kill his slave— he is only
afraid of his purse. A slave may escape; only persuasion
will ever recall him. A compulsory return would not be
satisfactory; the Mandarin himself would not suggest it.
Should the slave give himself up to another master,
a lawsuit would be instituted to constrain the second
master, not to sell the slave, but to pay for him. Escapes
are, therefore very rare, because in the master’s house the
slave is well treated. The wolf in the fable that preferred
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freedom) and vagrancy to the state of slavery, differed in
•opinion.
Cages of Enfranohisement oceui.
A boy may regain his freedom in two ways: by escape,
or by adoption into the family : I have ju st explained
why the former is of rare occurrence; the second is still
more unfrequent. I f a slave-master has no male heir and
-cannot adopt a child of his own ^vr\g} be may adopt his
slave’s orphan boy. But the law insists on the father
being dead,
A case of this kind occurred about a league distant. The
Hou family adopted such a child. The adopted son prov
ed intelligent; being required to study, he attained a high
grade as licentiate (Kin-jen.) He is now Hio-lasse of the
department of Y-ning-tcheou in north Eiang-Si, This
title is decreed to the chief-director of that division. He
exemplifies the freed slave making his way in the world.
A woman has three means of escape. The first, is to get
to some other point as far off as she can. For if the pro
prietor of the fugitive learn her whereabouts, he will not
address her, but those who have harbored her and will
introduce a suit against them for kidnapping a woman.
The fugitive may marry a vagrant and follow him, but no
respectable woman marries in this way. Women escape
more frequently then men, but they never improve their
condition by so doing. Another way by which a female
slave may regain her freedom, is to marry a rich man, in
quality of a second class wife. O f course, she becomes
the servant of the first wife, but after the death of the lat
ter she will recover her liberty; especially if she has been
the mother of male children.
A third means is marriage with a freedman in quality
of first wife. Only poor people contract these alliances.
The expense is sm all; only the value of a poor woman,
widowed the second or third time.
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Alas! the Immaculate Virgin is unknown. The pom
woman is only an article of traffic. And in China, event
the free-woman is treated like a slave that is- purchased
and may t>e sold again.
These, M o n se ig n eu r, are the local accounts that I
have succeeded in collecting.
Accept etc,
J. M. P e r e b . I. s. C. M.
EAST K IA N G -S I.
Letter from Momeigneur C a s im ir V i c , Vicar A p o d d w
of East K iang-S i , to R e v . A. M i l o n , Secretary General.
House of Kang-pei, June 24, 1895.

S ir

and

H

onored

Co nfrere,

The grace of our Lord be with us forever!

For some days past, we have been subjected to a series
of exciting emotions.
W ithin the last few days, you have been informed by
telegram, of our severest trial. You have probably learn
ed "that Father Bresson, unjustly driven from a small
property in an adjacent city, found his way to theTribunal
to secure the protection of the Mandarin. According to
custom, the local authority itself, had secretly incited the
dregs of the people to resist us, and drive us from our
own property and a residence but recently acquired. This
time, evidences of our ownership, set at nought the strate
gy, insincerity, and all the calculations of our Chinamen.
They have not yet given up. They are trying to exhaust
our patience; paralyzing our best efforts and wearing out
the lives of our Missionaries with their endless delays.
Father Bresson is dead; a victim to these endless delays
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of our mandarins. In three months* time, they could not
settle an affair so clear, so easy, and so just. In the mean
time, humidity, heat, unwholesome atmosphere, forced
inaction, and the opposition against which the Missionary
had to contend, shattered a temperament so robust that it
seemed to defy the intensity of the heat and all fatigue.
When we least expected it, thesmall-pox which, unknown
to us, raged throughout the city, daily making many vic
tims, attacked our dear Confrère and carried him off in one
week. I am sending to your address a rough draft made
for you by Father Bresson at the Tribunal. It is, so to
speak, his last will.
S ir

and

m o st

H

onored

Co n f r e r e :

Your dear letter of March 16th, reached me on the 5th
of May. To me it is of double value, coming from my
Director of the Seminary, to whom, after G o d , I owe my
vocation to the Congregation of the Mission : and, bring
ing me tidings of our Mother-House.
The picture of the Holy Family which you are sending
me, has not yet reached its destination. I hope to receive
it soon and I beg you to accept my sincere thanks. I t
shall be hung up in the chapel of Ho-keou. I t was there
that I formerly prepared to live. In China, unfortunately,
we are always on the wing. Never mind! I t shall go to
Ho-keou in the early part of this month. I have spent
some delightful days with good Father Dellieux. The
chapel is undergoing necessary repairs; the schools are in
good condition, conversions are quite numerous; and as
soon as the picture of the Holy Family shall have been
installed in the place prepared for it, every thing will go
on smoothly: all the better from the fact that I shall not
be there to spoil the work.
Three months ago, I left the country for the city. And
to tell the truth, my position is like that of the good coun-
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try people who foolishly abandon the beautiful mountains
of Auvergne, to come and perish of hunger in Paris.
With this difference, however, Kang-pei is far from being
a beautiful mountain. Nothing is to be seen there but red
earth. It is an inconvenient place in every respect; we
have been making unsuccessful attempts to get rid of it
for the last twenty years.
Some land was purchased, in the first place, near the
small market of Ing-kan ;—but we could never enter into
possession of it. The venerable la th e r Anot had the mat
ter much at heart,
This year, Monseigneur Vic requested me to purchase a
house at Kouei-ke, on which Kang-pei and Ing-tang de
pend. I purchased the house and occupied it very prompt
ly, for fear of not being able to do so later.
The third day, about ten vagrants, at the instigation of
some of the lettered men, and with the consent of the Man
darin, tried to dislodge me. They made a terrible noise, car
ried away the doors, etc. etc. But I retained possession.
The next day they renewed the assault; this time they
were bolder and in larger numbers.
Tired of warfare, I withdrew to the small garden on
one side of the house. I was pelted with stones and was
soon obliged to move off. Instead of going to Kang-pei,
as my tormentors hoped, I at once, directed my steps to
the Tribunal. The Mandarin, a thorough Chinaman, was
careful not to say, mea culpa . He was perfectly, innocent;
the people, the literati were to blame, etc. etc.
As it was growing dark, I requested permission to spend
the night in the Tribunal, which permission was graciously
accorded me. With two Christian companions, I installed
myself safely.
The following day, I had an interview with the Man
darin, and said, very candidly: “Great man, when you
will have made my house habitable, I shall inhabit it;
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until then, I shall remain with you! I t must have cost
him something, to say “yes”, but he said it. So, for three
months I have been the guest of the Mandarin of Koueis k i ! I say mass daily and perform my spiritual exercises
punctually, I go where I please: and quite recently, I was
absent about a week. The house purchased is inhabited by
two Christians and, by some poor pays9 sold to our ene
mies.
The clever Mandarin had recourse to Chinese tricks to
get rid of me; he did not succeed. Higher authorities have
recognized our indisputable right to the house, and the
Mandarin who had advanced money to the ringleaders,
and who had compromised himself in other matters, could
not adjudge the house to us, and dared not adjudge it to
our enemies.
He has just ceded his position to a new mandarin, who
seems quite disposed to terminate our case equitably and
promptly. The city of Kouei-ki is the geographical centre
of the Vicariate. Monseigneur Vic is so convinced of
our speedy and ultimate victory, that he speaks of estab
lishing a house of our Sisters here. The devil must mis
trust him ; for from the first, he has shown disapproval.
During my three months’ captivity, I dreamed and lived
on hope:—otherwise, I must have grown weary. There
are about one thousand Christians in the environs of
Kouei-ki. I f we can realize our hopes of establishing
prosperous works throughout the city, orphan asylums,
schools, and above all, a house of our Sisters, conversions
will certainly be numerous. Our holy Religion has long
been known and esteemed throughout the country; the
harvest seems ripe. I wish the devil would absent himself
for a while and afford us an opportunity of purchasing
land this autumn, and putting up the required buildings.
All this is hard work, for which good will alone does not
suffice. W e shall require the aid of more than one young
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Cræsus. In vain do I scan the horizon, I know not what
Saint to invoke for this establishment of Kouei-pi. I have
already spent three months in my prison, a very peaceful
prison, it is true. I f some charitable people would assist
me, we would take a noble revenge; the Holy Family
would willingly forgive this Christian retaliation.”
Here ends the Missionary’s letter; these were probably
the last lines he ever wrote. The last three days, Father
Dellieux did not leave our dear sick Confrère an instant.
In spite of violent suffering, except at rare and brief
intervals, his mind remained clear : and before the end,
he was conscious of his danger. The end, foreseen alas!
for three or four days, was almost a surprise to us at the
last moment. Informed of his condition, I went during
the night to my poor Confrère. Alas! it was too late. He
had surrendered his beautiful soul to G od about two hours
previous; Wednesday, June 19th at 11 o’clock at night.
Circumstances render this incomparable loss harder to
bear. His experience in the guidance of youth, the re
markable knowledge he had acquired of the Chinese lan
guage, his health, his judgment, and his many other excel
lent gifts and qualities, with which you are familiar, made
that pious Missionary one of the columns of the Vicariate.
The business, which towards the end brought him into close
relations with the Mandarin, as well as with the Christians
and our native clergy, invested him with great authority.
But however cruel the loss, it has left us full of conso
lation. During the time of his sojourn here, particularly
during his short illness, he greatly edified all around him.
The Mandarin and his subalterns were fond of him, in
spite of themselves. W ithout being communicative, his
frank, sincere, and generous nature commended him to all.
They did not suffer a day to pass without visiting their
guest, whose language was perfectly intelligible to them.
They loved to hear him converse. They continued to
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multiply their visits during Father Bresson’s illness;
this was a great sacrifice to them who are so timid and
fearful of sickness and death.
The subprefect visited
him just before he fell into his agony : our dear patient
recognized him at once, clasped his hands with great diffi
culty, and pronounced these words distinctly: “All is
over with me! I am going to Heaven! Great man, I
recommend my business to you. Attend to it promptly,
and with justice.” The Mandarin promised, and withdrew
filled with emotion.
After he had taken up his abode at the Tribunal in the
middle of March, they tried to get rid of him by presenting
difficulties, making promises, etc. But he was deaf to all
the arguments and insincere assurances of the Chinese, and
wrote to me: “ I make no concession, unless they want
blood, of which I have too much.” He gave neither more,
nor less, he gave all . His resignation was perfect and his
sacrifice complete. It is this that consoles us, and gives us
reason to hope that this sacrifice will draw down abundant
blessings upon the Vicariate.
The sealed coffin remains at the Tribunal in the apart
ment lately occupied by our lamented Confrère, and in
which he died. Under the present condition of things, I
place this important affair in the hands of the diplomacy.
The whole responsibility of this cruel loss rests upon the
Chinese authorities. I desire, at least, to profit by existing
trials, to settle questions bearing upon the Vicariate.
When we shall have been granted the satisfaction we
demand, we shall attend to the obsequies of our dear
Confrère; after which we shall forward to you the com
plete details.
And now, dear Confrère, pray for us. May the Lord
send into His vineyard, laborers like to him whom He has
just recalled.
I am etc.
■f C a s i m i r Vic. c. m . Vic. Ap.
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AFRICA,
ALGERIA.
R E M IN ISC EN C ES O F T H E M ISSIONS O F
T U N IS AN D A L G IE R S.
In a very remarkable work, recently published (1). Mr. Eugefte Plantet,
Attaché of the Legation of Foreign Affairs at Paris, has mentioned, in
kindly terms, the recollections left in Tunis and Algeria of St. Vincent de
Paul and his Missionaries. We are happy to communicate to our readers
certain passages that will recall the origin of our missions in Tunis (1645),,
and in Algiers (1646).
I .“ T

u n is .

Slaves have also left the account of their sufferings, and
grateful history preserves the memory of one among them
(Vincent de Paul), on account of the establishment of Vic
ars Apostolic,and the charitable foundations which Barbary
owes to him. We know of no records, relative to the cap
tivity of St. Vincent de Paul, save the letter which he
wrote to a friend, Mr. de Commet, Attorney of the Court
of Judicature at Dàx, July 24, 1607 (2).
This worthy man, for whom Louis x iy . sent a carriage
that he might come and confer with him, concerning the
interests of the poor and the disinherited, had learned by
experience, the utility of maintaining, in the Regency, a
Vicar Apostolic. He had obtained of the Duchess of
Aiguillon, the niece of Richelieu, a gift of forty thousand
five hundred pounds to install in Africa, members of his
Congregation.
(1) Correspondence of the Beys of Tunis (2 role. 8.) Paris, Felix Alcan

1894.

’

( 2 ). St. Vincent also makes mention of his slavery in another letter
bearing date February 28, 1608. (St. Vincent, Vol. iv, p. 11.)
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Daily engaged in consoling the slaves, these Missionaries
were frequently called upon to interest themselves in their
favor, to regulate their affairs, to sustain their hopes, to
dress their wounds, to share their fate. How often, oblig
ed to administer the affairs of the Consulate in the absence
of the consul, have they appeased quarrels and served the
French cause by their intelligent efforts!
The correspondence of Father le Vacher who, for eigh
teen years, directed the Consulate of Tunis, proves that he
devoted himself with equal energy to the maintenance of
the dignity of his position, and to the service of Christians
of every nationality.
The Di van did not refuse us pledges of amicable under
standing, when it chanced that we had no claims or seizures
to settle. We find proof of this in an incident relative to
the commissary stores of the consulate in 1648.
Lange Martin, the nominal Consul, had just died of the
pestilence. There were, at the time, residing in his house,
three, members of the Congregation of the Mission, sent by
St. Vincent de Paul three years before to Tunis, to assist
the slaves. The Consul had designated his Chancellor to
fulfil the duties of Agent ad interim . But some French
merchants having called upon the Dey, begged him to
appoint one of the Missionaries, Father le Vacher (1),
whose fine capacity and great charity fixed upon him the
unanimous choice. He, in vain, endeavored to prove that
he could not suffice for the combined duties of the Consul
ate and the care of the slaves. Hadje Mohammed Laz
declared that the general interest required the Missionary
to take the seals. He maintained him almost by force in
this duty until 1666, and never ceased to testify to him a
truly Christian deference in business relations.
(1). John le Vacher, born at Ecouen, diocess of Paris, March 19, 1619,
received into the Congregation of the Mission, at Paris, October 5th, 1643.
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Mr. Eugene Plantet then studies up the origin of the Tunisian Missions*
frequently mentioned in his published documents.

By a brief of His Holiness Urban v m , under date April
20, 1624, an old captive, Father Angelo de Corniglione, of
the Capuchin Order, had, at his own request, been author
ized togo to Algiers or any other barbarous country to con
vey to Christians in captivity, the consolations and succors
of Religion. But, allowing that he ever visited those coun
tries, no trace whatever, of his passage remains. Twelve
years later, the Genoese family of Lomellini who, for a
century’s space, held possession of the island of Tabarqua?
solicited the spiritual aid of the Capuchins, of the province
of Genoa, for the men engaged in the coral fisheries. Four
of these Religious established themselves on the island nam
ed; and their Superior received from the Propaganda, J a n 
uary 30, 1636, the title of Prefect Apostolic with Juris
diction of the cities of Tunis and of Constantine, where
Christian captives were held. These Religious received an
annual stipend of one hundred crowns for their maintenance.
But, whether it was that the incessant wars waged between
the two Regencies prevented the exercise of their minis
try, or that the pestilence, raging throughout Barbary,
scattered them, or that the meagre allowance of the Prop
aganda constrained them to renounce the work, it is cer
tain that the Italian foundation quickly disappeared.
Besides, the Capuchins had not left Tabarqua. The Church
of Tunis was, at that particular epoch, served by two
Religious in captivity. Father Francis Preste, of the order
of Minims who remained in that city from 1625 to 1629
and the Trinitarian, Vincent Marc, who was a captive
there from 1627 to 1645.
Then it was, that the mission of Tunis was permanently
established by the Sons of St. Vincent de Paul. In fact
in 1645, and 1647, three Frenchmen, members of the Con
gregation of the Mission, came to reside at the French
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Consulate with (lie consent o f Lange Martin, the actual in
cumbent, in order to assist the slaves^ and the Propagan•da erected, on their account, a Vicariate Apostolic at Tunis.
W ithout repeating ourselves, it suffices to recall tomind the
'elevation o f one of these Missionaries, Father Le Vacher,
to the ■Consular dignity, after the death of M artin; the long
labors he sustained from 1648 to 1666, in his multiplied
and delicate duties of missionary and representative of the
king. Father Le Vacher was obliged to repair to France
during the year 1666. He hoped to return soon to Tunis,
but, in order to prevent any neglect of spiritual ministra
tions during his absence, he ransomed two Sardinian Cap
uchins to replace him in these duties; confiding to them
a t the same time, the care of S t Louis’ Parish which he
had founded in a place called Fondouk: and the relig
ious services of all the Tunisian bagnios. Negotiations rela
tive to the property being prolonged. Father Le Vacher
was appointed provisionally, at first, and afterwards, definnitively, at Algiers. (1),
The two Capuchins, ransomed by the Vicar Apostolic,
were not long returning to Italy. The Superiors of the
order resolved to establish themselves in a country where,
twenty years before, they had only nominal jurisdiction.
They applied for authorization at the Court of Rome and,
after persistent efforts during the space of four years, ob
tained permission to establish themselves at Tunis under
the direction of the Vicar Apostolic of Algiers, The Su
perior of the Capuchins received the title of PrefectApostolic. The Lazarists, also, preserved all their claims
to this mission.
(1) We shall soon receive from the pen of Father Gleizes, of the Congre
gation of the Mission, an exhaustive work on John Le Vacher, Consul of
France at Tunis and Algiers.

5
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II.

A lg ie r s .

Prior to the publication of his great work on Tunis, Mr. Eugene Planlet had written another no less valuable and important on Algiers. He
renders the following testimony to the Missionaries who exercised in that
eity, the functions of Vicar Apostolic among the slaves. (1).

Amid their tribulations, the victims of Algerian cor
sairs found protectors- in the Vicars Apostolic whose influ
ence was powerful, and whose establishment was also due
to France,
Their functions correspond to the intentions of that
virtuous man who was known at the Court of Louis x iv .
as Mr. Vincent, and who had obtained of the Duchess of
Aiguillon the foundation of 3500 pounds revenue for the
benefit of the slaves of the Regency. Consular corres
pondence narrates the eminent and disinterested services of
Fathers Barreau, Dubourdieu, Le Vacher, Montmasson,
Bossu, Groiselle, and many others, who had toendure the aw
ful fate of being blown up at the cannon’s mouth, whilst
others again, had to endure an unjust captivity. I t was to
further “ the W ork of the Slaves/’ that the Founder of the
Lazarists, or Priests of the Mission, acquired in 1646, the
charge of the Consulate of Algiers, causing it to be ad
ministered by his own proxies.
We read in the Oran
Echo, under date, September 19, 1895:
“ By decree of the Governor General of Algeria, Mr.
Cambon, the name of Le Vacher has] been given to the
village of Talaouch-Kouf, in the mixed community of
Hammam-Rhira, to perpetuate the memory of the Consul
of Algiers.”
This Consul was Father John Le Vacher, Priest of the
Mission, sent by Saint Vincent de Paul to Algiers. Con
sul at Tunis, later in Algiers, where he died a glorious
death at the cannon’s mouth, July 29th, 1683.
The village of Hammam-Rhira is about eight kilometres
(1). Correspondence of the D eys of Algiers with the French court, Vol.
2. n-8. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1889.
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from Milianah on the southern declivity of Zaccar. I t
comprises at present but thirty dwellings; but it is-admi
rably located. Well adapted to tillage and agriculture, it
covers 1-600 perches from which may be formed thirty concessions* each containing about seventy acres.

EGYPT.
A L E X A N D R IA .
Letter from R e v . D. B e r g e r o t , P ried of the Congregation
o f the Mission , to V e r y R e v . A. F i a t , Superior Gener-aL
Alexandria, September 18, 1895.
V

ery

R e v . M ost H o n o r e d F

ather,

Your blessing, i f you please !

Yesterday, a telegram informed you of the death of our
lamented Father Barthez. He expired Monday, September
16th, at nine o’clock at night, fortified by all the rites of
our holy Mother, the Church.
His was a holy and beautiful death. Since his arrival
here in May, lie has been a subject of general edification,
and all confidently believe that he is now in the enjoyment
of the rewaixl promised to tliegood and faithful servants of
G o d . His departure from Abyssinia and the thought that
he was never to return to it, hastened his death. He had
a mother’s love for his dear Abyssinians.
I assure you, Most Honored Father, that during his ill
ness, the Sisters neglected nothing that could tend to im
prove his condition. Sister Desmoudt had the delicate
attention to send some Sisters, who had belonged to the
Abyssinian mission, to visit him twice a day, for every thing
connected with Abyssinia filled him with joy.
His obsequies took place yesterday, and were very sol
emn. Thanks to the presence of the Brothers of the Chris
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tian Schools, the liturgical chants were beautifully rendered.
Mr. Boutirony chargé d’affaires of France in the absence
of the Head of the Legation, the Vice consul, and all the
religious Comrmuiities responded to our invitation.
I amf in the love of our L ord,
Most Honored Father,
Your devoted Sou,/
D . B ergerot,

u.

p. c.

m

„

Mgr. Crouzet has kindly furnished us with the fallowing remarks con
cerning our heroic and lamented Missionary.

A dispatch from Alexandria,September 17th, announced
to me the death of Father Sixtus Barthez. A letter informs
me to day, that the last moments of our generous Confrère
were characterized by sentiments of liveliest faith and most
complete abandon to the divine will. His last thought
was of his dear Abyssinian mission. To his last sighr
the sound of that language, in which for twenty-five years
he had evangelized the souls committed to his care, thrilled
his heart. A Sister of Charity writes me: “I did not
leave our dear deceased until a few hours before he depart
ed this life. He was motionless and unconscious. Sister
Soussa approached him and said a few words to him in
Tigrani— He immediately looked up with sparkling
eyes.”
Valiant Confrère! he lived but for his mission. “Early
in September, I was told that his vigorous constitution
would have conquered the fever, but mental anguish had
pierced his soul and sapped its energy. He awaited death
with confidence. His heart was broken; it was a consola
tion to him to lay down life on African soil with his eyes
fixed on the scene of his labors.”
They who were intimately acquainted with Father
Barthez, will not be surprised to learn that he sank under
pressure of sorrow. His heart was, so to speak, riveted to
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Abyssinia. His soul was one with his Abyssinians! He
'had vowed life and strength to his mission, A life yet full
■of promise; most fruitful in good works.
His was a noble character under a somewhat stern ex
terior. He might be described as: devotedness, self-sacri«fice, generosity, in an iron frame.
I had the happiness of knowing Father Barthez since .
the year 1$68. I was then in the Seminary, and he left
the Mother-House one year from that time. Congeniality
of desire for the Abyssinian missions brought us together,
I saw him regularly at Gentilly. When we had an oppor
tunity for interchange of thought, our -conversations were
always on tire one topic; the future mission.
Being raised to the priesthood in 1869, the day of his
departure soon dawned. I was permitted by our vener
ated Director, Father Chinchón, to accompany him to the
railroad station at Orleans, I remember it, as an occur
rence of yesterday. I was touched at the thought of that
young priest, setting out for the land of our dreams. He
was calm, cool, his words were slowly uttered, scarcely
betraying the emotions inseparable from the first farewll,
so often the last, to the cradle of our vocation. We em
braced, and he whispered; “Au revoir
• He waited for me nearly twenty years, I did not rejoin
him until 1888. After a delay of seven or eight months
in Egypt, he was at last enabled to set out for Massowah
and was immediately stationed at Keren, where he re
mained but a short time.
Mgr. Touvier sent him to Hébo to assist Father Duflos, whose remains now repose in our former Chapel at
Umkoullou,
This residence at Hébo was subsequently transferred to
Akrour.
Father Barthez entered the lists, so to speak, at this
5*
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place, and from the first, proved what a gift Providence
had bestowed on Abyssinia in him. He inured himself to
that hard life, that painful existence, to which he devoted
himself entirely whilst here below.
He applied himself, particularly, to the acquisition of the
language of the country, and was most successful.
He became an invaluable laborer, adapting himself to
all circumstances: preaching the Gospel, teaching Cate
chism, wrestling against ignorance and malice, subjecting
himself to the most painful manual labors; and, amid
all his employments, never neglecting the work of his own
sanctification.
The inhabitants venerated him. Not only was he zealous
for souls, but nothing that interested them was indifferent
to him. The priest is the natural protector of those people;
to him they look for instruction, good example, security in
the spiritual, and temporal order.
Our Confrere never disappointed their confidence.
One day, some of the faithful at Hebo beheld with alarm,
all the able-bodied men of Akrour well armed, marching
against them. The issue of the combat was in no manner,
doubtful. For the people of Hebo it meant death or, at
least, ruin.
Father Barthez, informed of the circumstance, placed him
self a tjth e head of the clergy and advanced to meet the
invaders. Cognizant of the ways of the natives of OkulayGhouzay,he was aware of the effect upon their imagination
of some unwonted act of vigor. He therefore fearlessly await
ed them. The hordes continued to advance,7 wavingO lances
and bucklers to the strains of martial music, and manifest
ing their fury. The chief, Cantiba Amoum, mounted on a
mule, preceded his troops, leading them on, as he supposed,
to certain victory. Suddenly, Father Barthez bounded for
ward, seized the wretch by the throat, cast him to the ground,
and held him there with vigorous grasp. Availing himself
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<ôf the first moment of bewilderment, he cried out : “Wretch,
thou shalt not rise until thou hast sworn to retrace thy steps,
and to spare Hébo!^ How did it happen that our Confrère
was not immediately stabbed by the hostile sOldiers?rj T his
can be explained only as a providential intervention. .The
chief took the oath, and Hébo was saved !
In 1874, by order of the Vicar Apostolic, Fathers Barthez
and Coulbeaux repaired to Alitiéna to resume the mission
abandoned since the death of Mgr. de Jacobis.
I t was a hard task entrusted to those two Confrères—
Mgr. Touvier’s selection was a happy one.
Alitiéna is, in reality, but a name. It is not a village,
still less a city; it is a central station attained with diffi
culty, and from which it is hard to obtain egress; in spite
of which this name, or more correctly speaking this point,
possesses considerable importance.
Situated on the confines of Okulay-Ghouzay and of Aghamia, it favored the end which all our Confrères have had
in view, that of penetrating into the heart of Abyssinia to
attack heresy in its stronghold.
Mgr. de Jacobis had settled there. Being obliged to with
draw, he confided the nascent, but already strong Christian
settlement, to native priests of our Congregation. Worn
out by struggles, abandonment, misery and persecution,
they were about to surrender, when the two Missionaries,
already mentioned, arrived.
How did they live? Father Coulbeaux, physically ro
bust, could.tell more accurately than I.
I have succeeded, nevertheless, in collecting some crumbs
from a table abundantly supplied with miseries.
Their first occupation was to devote themselves to the
study of a language, the Shoho; to which they were almost
utter strangers : and immediately they began to evangelize
children from the age of eight, and adults even of seventy

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1896

69

of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 3 [1896], No.

72

TH E ANNALS“-

five. Spiritual conso-1atiom soon abounded, but progress
was less rapid from a temporal point of view.
O ur two Missionaries cheerfully divided the work be
tween them.
Week about they presided in the kitchen, and repaired,
by turn, to their lavatory, the waterfall. They were chiefs
of the establishment, laundry-men, tailors, something too o f
shoemakers, masons, farmers. Soon, F ather Coulbeaux
had to carry his penates elsewhere, as public welfare and
the penury of the Confrères required. Thenceforth, save
at rare intervals, Father Barthez, aided by a few excellent
Abyssinian priests, had sole charge of that district.
He only, could do justice to the story of his struggles,
his labors, his sufferings, his disappointments. His timid
ity and modesty prevented him from being communicative.
He looked upon himself as a poor creature; and whilst all
others acknowledged his heroism, and the populace pro
claimed him a dauntless Missionary 7 he called, and be
lieved himself to be, the least, the most incapable of men.
A witness to the complete ruin of his works in 1881, as
recounted in the Annals, a prisoner for many months, never
did his courage waver. I venture to say that, he was
more at ease amid trials, than in times of calm and peace.
With the strength of his arm, in the sweat of his brow,
he rebuilt the church and the house, consumed by the
incendiary’s torch, and built up to Goi>’s honor, the
most beautiful church that Catholic Abyssinia has looked
upon during the present century.
For nearly a year.
Father Barthez rose at three o’clock every morning, offered
the holy Sacrifice of the Altar, put up a provision of bread
and raisins, then for some hours, climbed a steep mountain,
his soul absorbed in prayer. At sunrise, he reached the
timber lands and, armed with a hatchet, cut down the
finest forest trees.
The only rest he allowed himself, was during the reci-
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iationof his Breviary or whilst performing his other spir
itual exercises, and partaking of his scanty meals.
He reached his mission again about nightfall, hastily
partook of a bowl of milk, and, stretching himself upon
the skin of a wild beast, took a little rest, only to resume
his labors.
And how proud he was of his church and residence!
How he loved them! He loved them unto death;—and
died for love of them !
I surely do not doubt any man’s courage; and yet, I
wonder if another would have remained so long, unwaver
ing and undaunted at a post like his!
Isolated amid nomadic tribes, lost as it were, in a wil
derness, he was exposed to the incursions of rebel hordes so
numerous along those shores; he was a point of attack to the
spirit of rivalry ; and all those evil appetites and arguments
that were directed against him, were, certainly, not based
on evangelical meekness. The walls of his apartment were
riddled with balls, and scarce four years have elapsed since
four of his household, domestics or pupils, fell dead at his
side.
But the love he bore his mission was strong.—Never
did he harbor a thought of withdrawing from it.
He knew he was on the frontiers; and he resolved to
conquer and gain the crown reserved to the faithful and
devoted missionary.
A thousand times he attempted to push forward, to es
tablish himself in the province of Aghamia, to force himself
into the centre of Abyssinia: always with courage, never
with success. And this mode of life lasted twenty years!
W hat shall I say of those epochs when persecution spread
in a direct and organized form? Then, that apparently
timid man, manifested extraordinary bravery.
Scarcely three years ago, the Catholics of his district, at
the instigation of a schismatical monk, were outlawed, de
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prived of their property, hunted, driven out, and despised,
Father Barthez did not hesitate, but going from village to
village, he sustained sinking hearts, undertook long jour
neys. Three times did he present himself before the K ing’s
son, to obtain justice; three times he went to Massowah to
plead his cause; and, finally, he was so happy as to secure
peace and tranquillity for all.
Oh! a humble life has just passed away. But what a
beautiful life! Father Barthez belonged to the band of
true Missionaries that spend and forget themselves.
When that ill-omened year came upon us all, he
could not believe it. He would not, for a single instant,
admit the possibility of our departure.
W e embarked one after another. He remained alone;
and still he hoped. Why do I say that he hoped? He con
sidered his permanency at Altiena an assured fact.
He called upon the Governor of the Colony at Masso
wah ;— he represented to him the state of affairs, he relied
upon his own rights, for his residence was not yet included
in E rythri—General Baratiere received him most kindly;
he even invited him, and loaded him with promises, for
the fulfilment of which, he declared that he waited only
the consent of the B. F. Prefect Apostolic.
Poor friend!— Yet a few days of trial, and in his turn,
he took the road to exile.
W ithin seven years, that is, from August 1888, to "Sep
tember 1895, of eleven Confrères, seven now sleep their
last sleep in Abyssinian soil : Mgr. ' Touvier, Fathers
Duflos, Cabroulier, Longinotti, Bohé, Barthez, and poor
F ather Baudraz ! Are not they the favored ones !
Fiat, Domine, voluntas iua !
■f j. C r o u z e t , c . m .
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AMERICA.
UNITED STATES.
L I F E OF M O N S E IG N E U R J O H N M A R Y

O D IN ,

O f the C ongregation o f the M ission,
A liC H B £ S H O r O F N E W O R L E A N S (1 8 0 0 -1 S 7 0 ).
BY ABBE BONY.

Continued (1).

Engrossed as he was by his incessant labors, as seen
from a former letter, Father Odin found leisure to encour
age his sister’s religious vocation.
“ Accept thanks, my dear Josephine, for the two charm
ing letters you so kindly wrote me; they reached me a
few days ago. I perused them with great satisfaction, and
I have returned thanks to the Providence of my G o d for
conducting you in so admirable a manner! I experience,
above all, the most sensible pleasure when I think that
our Lord will perhaps, vouchsafe to cast His eyes upon
you, to place you among the spouses of His Son. Ah !
how happy are the souls whom G o d separates from the
world, and who in the retirement of a religious house,
unknown, forgotten by men, think only of eternity and
the great affair of salvation. How enviable is their Jot,
how sweet their portion ! All the austerities and restric
tions of Rule, which in the estimation of worldlings seem
heavy and insupportable, are nevertheless, very light
when compared with the troubles and dangers of the
world. Therefore, my dear sister, seek earnestly to know
the will of Heaven. I t would be dangerous to take so
(1). See Vol. 11 Nos. 3, 4, English Edition.
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important a step without serious reflection; it is above alf^
in prayer that you must examine this grave matter; after
holy Communion conjure our Lord to show His mercy to
you. By manifesting your soul, your inclinations and your
desires in all candor and simplicity to Father Charles, you
will ascertain whether G od has in store for you so pre
cious a grace. In following the advice of this holy and
prudent Director, you cannot be deceived. After mature
deliberation, after attentive examination, if you finally dis
cover that such is the will of G o d , oh! then let your
heart be filled with gratitude for so signal a favor; offer
yourself in sacrifice to the Eternal F ather; erect a wall of
separation between you and the world; let all your thoughts,
all your affections be absolutely concentrated in the en
closure of the retreat to which Providence may call you.
Henceforth, the Rule alone should be the prime motor of
all your actions. Let humility and obedience be your de
light, for they are the soul of a religious, life. The low
liest offices, the most insignificant functions must be held in
great esteem by a novice, and receive her closest attention.
In G od ’ s service nothing is small, particularly when per
formed in union with Hia holy Mother.
“ This practice, my dear Josephine, will conduct you to
perfection in the state which you purpose to embrace. Oh !
how exalted is the degree of perfection to which G od
calls the Religious consecrated to Him ! W rite to me as
soon «as you enter upon your novitiate; then we shall mutu
ally communicate some little practices by which we may
assist each other in serving the Lord.”
Ju st about this time, a seminarian from Lyons, a friend
and compatriot of Mr. Odin, joined him at the Barrens,
“ The arrival of Father Bouillier,” he writes, “was a cause of
great joy to me and an agreeable surprise. I was in the
fields reciting my office in company with Bishop Rosati,
when a messenger informed us that a priest of our Congre
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gation and a young French Missionary had just come to
the Seminary. We hastened home, and whom did I see?...
Good Mr. Bouillier, that dear friend whom I always so
tenderly loved! I embraced him with deep emotion. His
virtues which rendered him a model for all his fellowstudents in France, entitle him here to 'th e love and re
spect of every one. He is all on fire with zeal for the sal
vation of souls. His application to the study of the lan
guage is something wonderful. Already he can make him
self understood in English. All his thoughts and desires
are centred in evangelizing the savages. In sending him
to us, Providence has bestowed a precious gift on our Mis
sion. I t appears that he is to remain at the Seminary. In
three weeks, on Christmas day, it will be his happiness to
offer for the first time, the adorable Victim of our Altars.
He has spoken to me many times of you !”
Two years previous, some Religious were established at
the Barrens: two communities of Sisters of the Sacred
Heart, and one of the Ursulines had come, under the pro
tection of Bishop Dubourg, to reside in Upper Louisiana.
In 1828,Bishop Rosati intended to install a teaching Com
munity in St. Louis; and, previously, in 1820, Father
Odin received intelligence from France, diocese of Lyons,
that many Religious ladies desired the favor of being per
mitted to labor for G od in Louisiana.
“Mgr. Rosati,” he replied, “ will gladly receive Mesdames
Lacroix, Sainte-Colombe, Sainte-Victoire. He will give
them charge of a hospital ; it is all-important that one be
established in St. Louis. The population at the present
time amounts to ten thousand. W hat immense good may
be effected among so many poor creatures who, under the
burden of their miseries and sufferings, forget G od and
their souls.” He adds : “ Ask these ladies to take up a
collection to aid them to commence such an establishment.
I t is difficult to find here the necessary funds; however,
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when once the work has been commenced, the inhabitants
will cheerfully contribute to so useful an undertaking. W e
dare not write to Mgr. de Pins (Administrator of the dio
cese of Lyons, during the exile of Cardinal Fesch at Rome),
for he is extremely anxious to keep all good subjects for
the needs of his own diocese. Let these ladies apply to
Father Cholleton (Vicar General), and, through his medi
ation they will, I hope, obtain permission to devote them
selves to our poor America.”
C H A P T E R IX .

Voyage to E u rope postponed.-—M issions a t New M a
d r id ,—P ro g ress o f C ath olicity .—G ra titu d e o f F a th er
Odin to w a rd s his p a r e n ts , The Council o f B a ltim o re
in 1 8 3 3 a n d the Trustees,

Father Odin ardently desired to return to Europe to
see his parents, and for the benefit of his health; but his
special object was to secure priests and Religious for this
country which he so affectionately styles “ his poor America.”
A letter of 1830 informs us that he was to accompany
Father Bouillier: “I entertained the hope of going to
France with him to see my dear parents; but the impossi
bility of being replaced at the Seminary, forces me to post
pone for some time, a voyage which will afford me the con
solation of embracing you. As soon as Mgr. Rosati can
dispense with my assistance, he will give me leave of
absence.”
Our good Missionary was compelled to wait till 1834.
He was officially charged with the Seminary, the college,
and the parish ; he had been appointed Superior of the
same, for the Bishop of St. Louis could but seldom make
any stay at the Barrens.
The majority of his Confrères had successively been re
placed, and had returned to their native land to regain
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their health. Father de Neckere, mentioned in a former
chapter, who repaired to Belgium, his native country, was
then in France, at the Ecclesiastical Seminary of Amiens;
but, at the earnest solicitation of Bishop Rosati, he return
ed to America, there to die, Archbishop of New Orleans, in
1833. He was lost, however, for the Barrens. Three Con
frères recently arrived,assisted him in his multiplied labors;
one of these was Father Timon, a zealous, pious, and
learned Lazarist.
Father Odin’s health had become much impaired; he
was subject to attacks of fever; severe and frequent head
ache rendered the exercise of his ministry very difficult.
However, he complied faithfully with his duty. In his
letter, he speaks of a mission given in New Madrid.
“ I gave a little mission, a hundred miles from here, in
a place called New Madrid, on the banks of the Missis
sippi; about eighty-five families are dispersed in this locality.
“When the Spaniards ruled in Louisiana, this was a
most flourishing station, it had a chapel and a priest. But,
on my arrival, I found very vague and weak ideas of
Religion.
“For thirty years, the inhabitants were without priests;
occasionally, a travelling Missionary would halt there for
a day or two, to baptize the children. The chapel has
been destroyed. The dead are laid in gardens or in the
fields; in short, we find here no vestige of religious wor
ship, or of a Catholic station. Oh ! what ignorance among
these poor Christians! Our arrival was the cause of great
pleasure to them. An old building, open on all sides to
the wind, threatening ruin at every point, was the place
destined for the celebration of the Holy Mysteries: Protest
ants and Catholics eagerly assisted. Twice a day the
children assembled for Catechism ; they edified us very
much by the zeal and good dispositions they manifested.
G od seemed to bless their attention and good desires. In
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one month, many were sufficiently instructed to make
their first Communion. Fifteen among them were admit
ted to the Holy Table, and I was convinced that they
were animated with all the sentiments of piety and fervor
with which even those reared in the bosom of Christianity
would have been imbued. Others also had the happiness
of receiving our divine Saviour. The ceremony made a
deep impression on these poor people; nothing similar
had taken place among them for thirty years! A longer
stay in their midst would have procured me the consola
tion of preparing a much greater number for the recep
tion of the Sacraments; but Mgr. Eosati recalled me to the
Seminary to replace him during a visit he was obliged to
make to New Orleans.
“I intended before my return, to visit a tribe of Indians
about thirty miles distant from New Madrid. I was already
on my way thither, when the high waters and the counter
order of Monseigneur prevented me from carrying out my
plans. I would have been obliged to cross marshes and
rivers to reach these savages; at this season, the roads were
so impassable, that we could not without great danger, risk
the journey.
uOn returning from my mission, I was obliged to cross
one of these marshes; so great was the overflow of the Mis
sissippi, that during many miles, the horses disappeared
every few minutes under the waves. W ithout a skilful
guide to direct me through this wilderness, I must infalli
bly have perished in the attempt. Fortunately also, our
horses are so accustomed to the water, that they can safely
swim for a long time. During the vacation, I must make
a second visit to New Madrid. About sixty persons are
preparing for their first Communion. The Jubilee will also
be preached there, and I trust that all will make their peace
with G o d . I shall then proceed to the Indian settlement,
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sand doubtless, I shall have good tidings to impart to you
•on my return.
“ We shall continue during vacation to give some little
missions among the Protestants in the vicinity of the Sem
inary; they seem well disposed. Father Bouillier baptized
as many as thirteen in two or three visits. Last week also>
I was called to baptize three little sick children whose pa
rents are not members of any Church-;”
la th e r Odin’s Lyonese friends, each engaged in dis
tant parishes, also labored valiantly and successfully.
H e adds*
“The Rev. Fathers Blanc have built a t Poiiite € o u p ^
Little Rock, and else where, sol id and convenient churches.
Father Bouillier has erected a magnificent one in the mis
sion entrusted to him.
“ We seldom have an opportunity to meet, I have not
seen Father John Baptist Blanc for seven or eight years.
A distance of more than eight hundred miles separates us.
Father Anthony Blanc (former Vicar of Ambierle) spent
several weeks with us at the Barrens last year. I lately
heard that he had been dangerously ill during the winter ;
but at present he is quite well,”
The population at the Barrens had greatly increased; this
necessitated a larger and more convenient church, the peo
ple desired a handsome one. Mgr, Rosati drew up the plan
and commenced the building; but it was only to be com
pleted ten years after, and consecrated by Bishop Brut6.
“T h e number of churches built in the United States is
considerable,” adds Father Odin in the letter from which
we gather these details. “Religious Communities are mul
tiplied, new parishes are formed, and true adorers are every
where to be found. Catholicity has made rapid progress.
Conjure the Lord, my dear sister, to protect our infant
6
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Church and to propagate every where the consoling dog
mas of our faith.”
The letters of this period give us a general insight into
the progress of Oat hoi id ty which will serve to set forth in
a special chapter, the gains and losses of Catholicity in
America; we shall find in these same letters details, the
simplicity of which reveals m o re clearly than all we have
Hitherto said, the holy secrets of an Apostolic heart:
“ I received the shirts which my good mother had the
kindness to send me, and for which I am very much obliged;
those I brought with me from France are entirely worn out.
However, considering all the sacrifices that my dear pa
rents have made for me, I beg you not to incur further
expense by sending me any thing: our good Bishop shares
with me the little he has. Besides, the wants of a Mission
ary are verv few. In my long journeys I take only two
shirts, two handkerchiefs, and what is necessary for the
celebration of holy Ma“s; I am quite used to this now.
How touching is this manifestation of filial love, grati
tu d e, respect, and tenderness! This desire of occasioning
no expense to bis parents, reveals an exquisite delicacy
that crowns, as it were, the beautiful sentiments we have
discovered in the soul of Father Odin. Hence, how poig
nant was his grief on hearing the death of his good father
in 1832! W e can form some idea of this from the follow
ing: “Your letter of September 26th, reached me yester
day. The death of my poor father has made me shed
many tears. This sad news afflicts me exceedingly; let
me know if he had the happiness of receiving the last Sac
raments, I shall not cease to pray for the repose of his
soul. Oh ! that we may all be united one day in the bosom
of G o d !” (The Barrens, January 28, 1833).
The Church in America was organized; a Provincial
Council had been held in 1829 at Baltimore. All the
Bishops were present. Father Carrière, Superior general
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«oftlie Sulpicians, visiting the missions of the Society in
*the United States, was invited to lend to the Council the
treasures of his profound theological science.
Three years later, Father Odin accompanied Mgr.
IRosati in capacity of theologian, to the second Council of
Baltimore. The question which at this period deeply in
terested the Church of America, and which continued to
agitate it for fifty „years, was the participation of laymen
in the government of the parishes, under the title of
Trustees.

These lay me«, as a general thing, had not realised the
hopes which the first pastors had conceived in confiding to
them the management of church property.
In vexed questions, their unreasonable requirements
greatly impeded liberty of action in the Apostolate of the
clergy. And from that period, the power hitherto accord*ed them, was considered detrimental to the organization of
Catholic worship; in fact, a schism was apprehended. The
question, small in itself, constituted the struggle between
the clergy and the laity.
I t had been supposed that the lay-system was in & meas^
nre adopted and imposed as necessary to Catholic govern*ment. But in this Provincial Council, the Bishops dis
cussed the means to be taken to check the encroachments
o f seculars. Other measures extended farther, embracing the
needs of the people, the evangelization of the Indians- in
fine, the interior discipline of the clergy, and the adapta
tion of the old laws of common right to the new manner of
life which the priests were to lead.
Father Odin, authorized by his Bishop and Superior
Mgr. Rosati, to repair to Europe, was commissioned by
the Council to bear its decrees to Rome, that the Pope’s
approbation might give them the force of law. Moreover,
he was instructed to state the needs of the diocese of Louis
iana, to recruit vocations, and to make an appeal to the
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Christian charity of France and Italy. He set out with hLs
pilgrim staff, much engrossed with? the necessities of this
infant Church of “ his poor America” , according to his own
tender and apostolic expression. He entered into the views
of all these priests and Bishops, the greater number oi
whom were his special friends, and some of them, his com
patriots. In 1826, he wrote to his- parents a letter which
is at present, the program he is about to realize:
“Our good Bishops have many projects in view well
calculated, if practicable,, to extend the kingdom of Jesuh
C h r is t ; : but the scarcity of money and of laborer does
not permit them to accomplish all their noble designs.
Sickness and infirmity to which our European priests are
subject, oblige almost all of them to return to their native
country; the fa tig u es attending the ministry in this foreign
climate, exhaust the most robust; so, that far from carry
ing the light of faith into new regions, the Missionaries
scarcely suffice for the congregations already founded.
During the summer, death carried off two oi our Seminari
ans; they were studying philosophy, and gave promise of
great usefulness. All these losses are very afflicting to our
Bishops!”
C H A P T E R X.

L yo n s.—Italy* —Home.—G regory X V I . a n d the C ar
o f S t . Jan u a riu s. —St. P h ilo m en a .— T a r in 9A p p ea l to c h a r ity . R eligiou s Itxercises.
d i n a l s . — N aples.—M iracles

Father Odin had spent twelve years in America; and
when, towards the close of 1833 he left this country, al
though his affections doubtless, enticed him to France, he
bequeathed to the United States his apostolic soul. This
land where he had experienced privation, poverty and sick
ness, was also the region to which he had dedicated his
apostolic zeal, at the special call of G o d . We shall not
follow him into the bosom of his family where his sojourn
was very brief. At Lyons, he found his former professors.
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Hev. Father Gardette was still'Superior ; age had not
diminished his love for the Rule. Father Cholleton had
been appointed Vicar General of the diocese; Fathers
Duplay and Denavit were still at their post, most happy
to meet again a pupil so worthy o f them; for the letter of
.Bishop Rosati, of which Father Odin was the bearer, ex
pressed the esteem in which the Seminarian of Saint
Irenseus, nowTa Lazarist Missionary, was held in America*
^M r. Odin has labored successfully and with indefatiga^
ble zeal/9 wmte Bishop Rosati, “ not only in the educa^
tion of our Seminarians and the students of our College
a,i the Barrens, of which for a long time he has been
President, but also in the ministry and in the conversion
o f our separated brethren* He accompanied me to Baltic
more in quality of theologian., and assisted at our Second
Provincial Council; he has merited and gained the esteem
o f all; he has been appointed to bear the acts and decrees
of our Council to Rome, to submit them to the judgment
of the Holy Father. Thus, Rev. Sir^ (Father Cholleton)>
as I am indebted to you in particular, for having procured
me this excellent Missionary and so many others (1), who
labor with similar zeal for the salvation of souls, I am
m ost happy to render this testimony,”
From Lyons, Father Odin proceeded to Italy; descend
ing the Rhone, he stopped at Valencia where he preached
in the Cathedral and Preparatory Seminary; at Avignon,
he visited his sister, a Religions of St. Charles; he tarried
(1) Father Odin gave verbally, news of our phalanx of Lyonese Mis
sionaries to whom the Bishop alludes: Mgr. Anthony Blanc is Archbishop
of New Orleans since 1833. Mgr. Portier, bishop of Mobile since 1826 ;
Father J. Baptist Blanc has built churches and formed Christian settle
ments; and those recently arrived: Messrs. Condamine, Paillasson, Roux,
and Dupuis, are walking in the footsteps of their predecessors. Mr. Saint
Cyr has just been ordained priest, and Mr. Simonin has entered the
Congregation of the Lazarists.
6*
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at Marseilles only long, enough to take the steamer tor
Genoa,- in which city he took up his abode with his con
frères, the Lazarists; be admired the charming situation o f
Genoa andthe magnificence ot its monuments, but hastened
tso Rome.
Pope Gregory xvl. received him with extreme benevo
lence, and Cardinal Fesch, Archbishop of Lyons, bestowed
apon him the greatest kindness; it will be remembered
that the youthful Odin received Confirmation at the hands
of the Cardinal in 1813, while the empire was still envi
roned with the splendor of Napoleon^ victories ; but short
ly after this, Cardinal Feseh, espousing the destiny of
his nephew, came as an exile to Rome to shelter bis Cardinalate, and find rest in his troubled old age.
The correspondence of Father Odin gives us an exact
idea of his sojourn at Rome;
“ I am just beginning to breathe freely, since my arrival
in Rome. Every moment has been employed in drawing
up the Notices on the state of the Church in America, in
tended for the Holy See and the Propaganda. Now, al
most every thing is completed. The feacred Congrega
tion of the Propaganda has approved the decrees of the
Council of Baltimore; it found them replete with wisdom.^
The Sacred Congregation extols the prudence and Zeal ot
the Bishops. I have seen the Pope three times; he had a
long conversation with me on our America, and he is \ery
anxious that we undertake a mission among the savages.
You could never imagine with what benevolence he re
ceives those presented to him; you can speak to him with
all the ease of a child with his father.” This is indeed the
portrait which history has sketched of this noble Pontiff,
who united with paternal simplicity, the most enlightened
solicitude for all the wants of the Catholic Church.
At this period, difficulties of every nature beset the
Papal administration. On the one hand, heretical and
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soliismatrcal nations, as Prussia and Russia, directed all
ftheir energies to persecute the Catholic 'Church of the
Rhenish provinces and of Poland; on the other hand*
France was agitated by the publications of De La mentíais
who carried to the greatest excess his love of liberty -and
'Confidence in his owe opinion.
The Cardinals, in their turn, gave Father Odin every
■evidence of their good will. Cardinal Lambrnschiiii and
Cardinal Pacca received him with incredible urbanity. “I f
I pass a week without calling on Cardinal Fesch,^ writes
Father Odin, “ he reproaches me for it. I am much in
debted to him, for his kind «ess in tracing out the method
I was to follow in arranging my divers petitions and com
munications.” Father Odin while in Rome called upon a
noble exile who, through devoted fidelity to her kings*
was associated in the chivalrous freak of La Vendée, which
temporarily disturbed the government of Louis Philippe.
“I had the advantage of becoming acquainted with M a
dame de la Rochejacquelin. Father Cholleton had written
to her, engaging her pious solicitude in behalf of the mis
sion. She displayed an admirable zeal for the propagation of the faith. I t would have been her greatest happi
ness to procure means to defray the expenses of subjects to
accompany me. She would have done this herself, but her
property in France had been confiscated.”
Father Odin left Rome for Naples; he depicts ill a few
words the beauty of the bay, the artistic magnificence of the
monuments, the quiet and happy lifeof the inhabitants un
der the paternal government of kings free from all care
and anxiety.
He intended to remain but two weeks in Italy; how
ever, the interests of his mission detained him beyond all
his calculations: “My stay in Italy will be much longer
than I thought. Business here is conducted with a tardi
ness of which one who has not experienced it, could form no
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idea, I am as diligent as possible; but should I return'
to France before the expiration of a few months, I would
not be a b l e to arrange nty affairs- satisfactorily. My jour
ney will prove most useful to our American mission. I
have already achieved much, and I hope that all will
succeed according to the views of my Bishop. I t is my
intention to spend the winter in France, for it will not
be possible to embark before the spring.” (le tte r to his
mother, May, 1834).
Father Odin found at Rome a French priest from the
diocese of Gap, a very learned professor of theology, who
was anxious to join the American mission; but, not being
able to obtain permission from bis Bishop, had come to
petition the Holy Father to that effect. He will sail from
Livourne for Missouri. In the meantime our good Mis
sionary had the opportunity of satisfying his s p iiito f pie
ty; he mentions the miracle of St. Januarius. “ This
week I witnessed a wonderful miracle, which lias been re
newed twice a year, for at least fifteen centuries. I n the
cathedral of Naples, the blood of St. Januarius is pre
served. On the day of his feast, this blood, enclosed in a
vial, is carried in procession. After a few prayers, it be
gins to bubble, to the admiration of an immense concourse
of people. This prodigy occurs twice a day during the
octave.”
He wrote elsewhere: “ I send you a little picture of a
great Saint; devotion to her, though recent, has spread rap
idly throughout the world, and every day the most extra
ordinary miracles are wrought through h e r intercession ; I t
is supposed that she suffered martyrdom under Diocletian,
at the age of fourteen or sixteen years. Her body was found
in the C atacom b s of Rome in 1805, and i n 1825 was brought
to Naples and placed in a church whither hundreds of
persons daily repair to venerate it. I have offered the holy
Sacrifice at the Altar where the relics of this young heroine
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repose. I am convinced you will receive many favors through
her intercession, if you invoke her with confidence and fer
vor. Every evening recite in common three times the Pater ,
Ave , and Gloria P atri for this intention. I will give you
some relics when I see you.” This is St. Philomena whom the
Cure d’Ars made so popular in France, by the honor he
paid her, and by the many pilgrims he induced to visit her
shrine. After this pious and consoling news, Father Odin
speaks affectionately of his mission. Instead of a fortnight
which he intended to spend at Naples, as he wrote in April,
he remained there until August. He was indemnified, how
ever, for this delay, by a collection of seven thousand francs,
and six missionaries for America. Returning to Rome, and
his affairs at the Propaganda being arranged, Gregory x vi.
giving his blessing to these new recruits, shed tears of ten
derness: “ Go, said he to them, and, above all, evangelize
the poor Indians!” “ He presented me,” adds Father Odin
in the letter from which we extract these details, “ with a
beautiful silver medal, and gave me more than three hun
dred francs from his private purse. Oppressed by a debt
of fifty millions of francs, it was not possible for him to
do all he desired. Next year, he will afford us important
succor.”
Passing through Florence on his route, he invoked St.
Francis Assissium; he performed his devotions at Our
Lady of Loreto, returning through Perugia, Pisa, Genoa,
and halting at Turin where, with the assistance of his Con
freres, the Lazarists, he organized a work for the Ameri
can missions.
A t Turin, the memory of Father de Andreis was still
too vivid, not to evoke deep sympathy for the Christian
settlements of the United States. We mention the Appeal
of Father Odin to this effect, it was warmly approved by
the Archbishop of the city :
“Beyond the seas,” said he, “ which separate Europe
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from the New World, in a remote corner of the United
Stales, is a Vast diocese embracing the states of Illinois,
Missouri, and the territories of Arkansas and Oregon, even
to the shores of the Pacific Ocean. These countries, eight
times the extent of France, comprise a large population
which increases with astonishing rapidity. In this region
at the present time, are congregated all the Indians former
ly scattered throughout America. United States Congress
has assigned the territory west of the Mississippi as their
abode, These poor children of the forest ask continually
for the “Black Gown” to teach them to know G od who
created them, and to instruct them in the arts of civiliza
tion. But how is it possible for thirty eight priests, con
stituting the clergy of this diocese, and who are already
charged with the direction of a Seminary, two Colleges,
and nine convents, to administer the succors of our holy
Religion to so many thousand inhabitants spread through
so vast an extent of country? Hence, how many daily
perish without even being regenerated in the saving waters
of baptism! Bishop Rosati to whom the government of
this interesting diocese is entrusted, seeing the impossibili
ty of ministering to the spiritual needs of so many who
ask continually for the bread of the word of eternal life,
sent me to Europe to solicit evangelical laborers for this
important portion of the Lord’s vineyard, Already, many
zealous priests are disposed to quit their relatives and their
country to seek out these poor abandoned souls in the
midst of the forest. But the expense of the journey is
very great; the erection of chapels and school*houses will
entail a heavy outlay, and we have no resources but the
benevolent charity of the faithful of Europe. Ah! if
hereafter our formidable Judge will graciously receive those
who shall have received Him in the person of the needy,
the captive, the orphan, how great must be the recompense
H e will bestow on those who shall have furnished the
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means of calvation to so many souls redeemed at the price
of His precious Blood! Oh! then, let all good Christians
who have at heart the glory of G od and the salvation
of souls, take an interest in this good work! The smallest
offering will be most gratefully received; and the poor
savage converted and enlightened, will pray in his solitary
wigwam, that the G od of all mercy may shed his abun
dant gifts and favors upon those who shall have contrib
uted to procure him the ministers of the Great Spirit.
“To give a slight idea of the favorable dispositions of
the savages in regard to Christianity, I shall mention the
conversion of an old chief of the Schawanon tribe whom
I had the happiness to baptize, a short time ago ; he was
seventy years of age. Returning from a little journey, I
saw on the banks of a river many savages who ran eager
ly towards me; seizing my hands, they cried out: “ Wel
come, Black Gown, we are happy to meet you; come, our
chief is very sick, he will be pleased to see you.” I
hastened immediately to the good old man whom I found
extended on a pile of bark, and suffering excruciating
pain. He had been poisoned by a savage enemy. “You are
then, very sick, my brother, said I, on approaching him.
“ Yes, Black Gown”, he replied.—Do you think you will
die?—I believe so!—You will be very happy to go into
the beautiful mansion of the Great Spirit, when your life
is over.—“Ah! yes, for I love the Great Spirit very much.
But, you cannot go there unless I pour the water on your
head!—Very well then, Black Gown, pour the water on
my head.” I began to instruct him in the principal mys
teries of faith, and from time to time, I asked him if he
believed the great truths which I explained. “ I believe
them, he answered, because you are a Black Gown.”
These poor Indians have so great a horror of falsehood
that they do not believe that one whom they respect, could
be capable of deceiving them; therefore, it is easy to in
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culcate the motives of faith upon which our holy Religion
is founded. The day after this interview, I asked the sick
man if he remembered the instructions he had received,
“I have thonght much about the Great Spirit, he replied ;
hasten to pour the water on my head, I long to become
His child !” As he had been poisoned, I was apprehensive
that he could not bring himself to forgive the enemy.
The Indian never forgets a benefit received, but with diffi
culty does he pardon an injury. Then taking the Cruci
fix, I explained to him how much the Great Spirit had
undergone, and that His own children had caused all
these sufferings; but that He forgave them, and He re
quires all men to pardon one another when they have re
ceived an injury, otherwise, He would never admit them
into His beautiful mansion above. “Oh! well, said the
savage, I forgive, since the Great Spirit requires it;” and
he gave orders that his children should not seek to avenge
the wrong that had been done him. Such dispositions in
duced me to grant his desire. When he perceived that I
was preparing to administer the Sacrament, he arose, not
withstanding his fearful sufferings, took the Crucifix in
his hands, and during the entire ceremony, his eyes,
bathed in tears, were either fixed upon this adorable sign
of our Redemption, or raised to heaven. A judge and his
wife, whom I had requested to stand as sponsors, could not
restrain their tears on beholding this poor savage so pene
trated with the favor which heaven had vouchsafed him.
Four days after this happy event, the old man died in
sentiments of the most lively and tender piety.
“Every thing announces an abundant harvest; but, alas!
destitute of resources, it is impossible to hasten the work of
G o d as we desire. Again, I appeal to the charity of the
faithful in favor of this rising Church. Pilgrims in a
strange land, we shall soon disappear, carrying with us only
our works. How we shall then rejoice in the slight sacrifices
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we have made in order to gain souls to J esus C h r is t !
W hat a consolation at our last hour, to think that even in
the wilds of the New World, thousands of newly-converted
Christians bless us as their benefactors, and invoke upon
us the mercy of G od!”
The sojourn of Father Odin in Italy was prolonged
almost a year, but it was crowned with success. “ Prob
ably, he wrote, I shall cross the seas with twelve or fifteen
Ecclesiastics, all animated with the desire of laboring for
the salvation of these distant nations. I have found charita
ble hearts, and through the mercy of G o d , I have succeed
ed in collecting money enough to defray the expenses of
the journey for all these new missionaries.” (Turin, Jan 
uary 13, 1835).
Tidings from America reached him. The Archbishop
of Baltimore had just died. He was a member of the
Society of Saint Sulpice, and had emigrated during the
French Revolution; and for the space of forty years he
labored zealously for the infant Church of America, to the
welfare of which he devoted the treasures of his learning
and experience. In the estimation of Father Odin, Italy
is an enchanting country; he seems dazzled by a vision of
artistic beauty, and by the ravishing splendor of its skies.
Nevertheless, in his eyes, nothing is comparable to Ameri
ca. “O h ! how long the days of absence from it seem to
me! How I yearn to see again this land of my adoption !”
In none of the letters relative to his American missions do
we surprise the traveller contemplating the new charms of
this virgin land. We meet with no description of the in
comparable loveliness of these nights in vast forests where
every thing is marvellous, in America. Father Odin is
entirely absorbed in his ministry; it seems that he cannot
spare a moment from his toilsome labors in the salvation
of souls. But, in Italy, he delights in the charms of
nature; and in Switzerland which he visited some months
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later, he is enraptured at the enow, resplendent with varied
tints under the rays of the sun, the peaceful valleys, and
the picturesque Lake of Geneva.
Before continuing in France his alms-seeking, he spent
some days in the seclusion of the Great Chartreuse. The
Varied and busy life which the good Missionary led, is
not such as it appears at the first glance. He is always
governed by the religious spirit. Whenever he finds a
house of his Institute he tarries there, following all the
Community exercises. The practice of rising at four
o’clock prescribed and so earnestly recommended by Saint
Vincent, was sacred to him; he observed it in all the
Houses of Italy, as he did in America at the Seminary of
the Barrens, and on his missions. To all the requirements
of the Rule, Father Odin, was most faithful; hence, he is
always the Lazarist under the garb of an apostle. The
religious life, therefore is preserved.
From the Great Chartreuse, he repairs to Lyons, and
during several months he continues to arouse the charity
of the faithful and the Apostolic ardor of aspirants to the
priesthood. His letters give us only a few names in con
nection with his journey: Routine, Macon, Auxerre, Paris„
In September 1835, he was in Havre, about to under
take new labors and encounter new perils on the American
soil which he hails with love and which demands his zeal,
C H A P T E R XI.

Condition o f the C ongregation o f the M ission aries of
St. Vincent de P aw l o r L a z a ris ts, in the U nited States.
G ains a n d losses o f C ath olicity:— Notice on F a th er
S im on in.

Bishop Rosati had at different times mentioned to the
Council of the Congregation of St. Lazare, Paris, the emi
nent qualifications of our Missionary: “ He is much
attached to his vocation,” he had written, “and his theo-
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logical lore is something remarkable. At the Seminary
of Lyons, where he completed his studies, he was master
of the Conferences.” Much appreciated by his Superior
General, Father Odin was commissioned during his stay in
Paris, to draw up a complete Report on the condition of
the Institute in the United States. Rev. Mr. Nozo(18351842), who had just succeeded Mr. Salhorgne(1829-1833),
had chosen for his Secretary and Procurator General of
the Company, a young Lazarist, who, on account of his
lofty and vast intelligence united to an untiring zeal, was
destined, at a later period, to govern the Community for
long years, and to merit the title of Restorer of the same:
this was John Baptist Etienne. Even in 1835, his influ
ence had widely extended, and the American mission
founded in 1816 by Fathers de Andreis and Rosati, was
about to receive a support arid encouragement that would
contribute to greatly develop and consolidate it.
In 1835, Father Odin in his Report, drew up in detail
the material condition of the society of St. Lazare in the
United States. He indicates the reforms he judges neces
sary. There is a clearness in the details and a wisdom in
dealing: with them which should not astonish us. We
give an epitome:
“The mission was established in 1817, at the Barrens,
on the arrival of Bishop Dubourg from Europe where he
had spent two years. The first Missionaries, under the
direction of Mgr. Flaget, bishop of Bardstown, who, in the
mean time governed all Louisiana, had labored in the
missions on the banks of the Mississippi. Six hundred
and forty acres of land, valued at three thousand to four
thousand francs were donated by the inhabitants, for the
foundation of a Seminary. Besides this, the people agreed
to furnish board for the students. But their limited-means
did not permit them to carry out their good intentions.
“The Seminary, therefore, was built and maintained” lie
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writes, “ by the Congregation, with means furnished by
the Bishop. A t the time of its erection, we had eighteen
seminarians under our charge, and the number annually,
was from twenty, to twenty-four, thirty, and even thirtyfive. During my year of novitiate, in 1823, the Seminary
was deeply in debt; we could extricate ourselves from this
difficulty only by the means ordained by Providence;
hence, arose the college for youths which we were obliged
to establish. The beginning was very modest, but the
number of pupils soon amounted to eighty ; and in 1833,
to one hundred and thirty.
“Therefore, the Congregation for nearly twenty years has
defrayed the expenses entailed by these works. From 1826
to the arrival of Father Tornatore there were only Fathers
Paquin, Tim on and myself, at the Barrens. Bishop Dubourg
had distributed the other members of the Congregation
among the missions. This isolation was to me a subject
of regret; it would have been preferable to gather these
dispersed subjects, and unite them in Community; thus,
the missions which are the principal duty of our So
ciety, could have been resumed with greater profit and
frequency.”
This idea was not carried into immediate execution, on
account of the impossibility of procuring secular priests for
these isolated stations; but it was effected at a later period
when the dioceses were better supplied. Father Odin
added, by way of removing all anxiety in regard to the
financial condition of the Barrens: “We have, it is true,
a debt of twenty thousand francs; but I can pay off this,
and still have a balance of ten thousand francs.” The
indefatigable zeal he had displayed, secured abundant alms,
and Ill's prudent forethought admirably arranged the em
ployment thereof for the success of divers works; for besides
the Barrens, the Lazarists were established at Cape Girar
deau, on the Mississippi, at Vieille-Mine, at St. Genevieve,
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which could boast of a brick church; at Kaskaskia, where
there was a stone church; at Little Canada, in which the
French population (a great majority), attended the beau
tiful church ; at Richewood, where Anglo-Americans and
the French had but a miserable wooden chapel; at La
Salle, in Illinois, with stations at O Hava and Peoria.
Besides these establishments in upper Louisiana, belonging
to the diocese of St. Louis under Mgr. Rosati, a Lazarist,
as stated above, there were, under the jurisdiction of Mgr.
Blanc in the diocese of New Orleans, a diocesan Seminary,
and stations in Assumption and Ascension. Father Odin’s
Report points out measures to be adopted capable of secur
ing a most regular organization of the Congregation in
the United States. Subjects were sent by the House in
Paris, and among them, a young sub-deacon Mr. Domenec, who later became Bishop, after having rendered
valuable services to the mission. A Superior was then ap
pointed with the title of Visitor. This was Father Timon,
an American by birth, but of Irish extraction. Father
Odin designated him as possessing the highest administra
tive ability : “Every where loved and respected, said he,
his experience, his learning and virtue assure to him great
authority.”
Whilst awaiting his future destination for Texas, Father
Odin, at the command of his Superiors resigned his func
tions at the Barrens. His departure was a fatal blow to the
prosperity of the College, now on the point of being sup
pressed. He, with some of his Confrères, evangelized
different parts of the diocese of St. Louis.
“The third Sunday of Lent”, he wrote, “I was ordered
with our dear Confrère, Father Simonin, to give a mission
at St. Genevieve. G o d was pleased to shed His benedic
tions on our weak efforts. From the break of day, the
people were at the doors of the church, and when the
7
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evening bell announced the Benediction aind last instruc
tion, they' abandoned their labors and eagerly hastened to»
the holy place.
UI had much cause to be grateful for the kindness with
which the inhabitants received me, and for the eagerness
they manifested to profit by the spiritual succor I brought
them. A large cabin was promptly converted into ®
chapel, and adorned with the various ornaments I had
procured in Europe, Every Sunday,, this little sanctuary
was filled with adorers, and not unfrequently, it was im
possible to accommodate all who came to hear the word of
G o d and assist at the Holy Mysteries.
In a very short
time, I found about one hundred and twenty persons pro
fessing the Catholic faith, but many of them had not seen
priest for thirty-five or forty years. All approached the
holy Tribunal.” (Dec. 22, 1836).
In confirmation of the facts mentioned in this letter, we
have a notice published in 1838, in the Annals of the
Propagation of the Faith:
“ At Cape Girardeau there was found but one Catholic
family, very destitute. Father Odin was sent thither to
attempt the foundation of a mission. He perceived at
once, that much good could be effected in the locality.
Many were converted, and before long, the number of Cath
olics amounted to one hundred and twenty. A little chapel
was built, and this was frequented by Protestants as well as
by Catholics, At present, two Missionaries are stationed
here; they have opened schools for children of both sexes;
their ministry is attended by abundant consolation.”
Lest our readers be misled by the foregoing details of
the progress of Catholicity, let us extend the horizon, in
order to give a correct idea of this situation of the Church,
with the true causes of the losses and gains to the faith.
Without calculating the early immigrations to the
United States, we shall date only from the close of the last
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«century.. Bishop Carroll, first Bishop of the American
Jiepublic in 1789, made an estimate of the Catholic pop
ulation: In Maryland sixteen thousand; Pennsylvania,
seven thousand; in the other states one thousand, five hun-*dred; total, twenty four thousand. During the eighteenth
century the Church, on various accounts, had experienced
heavy losses. The fierce persecution of certain states, as
Maryland, and want of ecclesiastical organization, were the
principal causes thereof. In 1804, Louisiana,, ceded by
France to the United States for four millions of dollars, by
contributing some thousands of Catholics, almost doubled
the total number. The French Revolution drove into ex
ile, priests of the highest merit; therefore, Bishop Carroll,
found worthy auxiliaries in such men as Flaget, Cheverus,
Dubourg, Dubois, Richard, David, Matignon, etc.; the
greater number were members of the Society of St. Sulpice,
and became Bishops of new Sees. At the epoch to which
we allude (1835-1840), the bishoprics of New Orleans,
Bardstown, Saint Louis, Cincinnati, Dubuque in Iowa,
Boston, Charleston, Philadelphia, Detroit, Richmond,
Vincennes, New Y ork; and, finally, Natchez, and Nash
ville, were established under grievous difficulties; and the
respective Bishops made strenuous efforts to procure in the
old world co-laborers belonging to the secular and regular
clergy. Italy, Belgium, France, and particularly the
diocese of Lyons, furnished a large quota; but the num
ber was far from being adequate to the spiritual needs of
the faithful. Immigrants from Germany in 1819, and
from Ireland in 1825 and 1830, augmented the number
of Catholics without contributing a proportionate number
of priests.
The Apostles of this period could alone
recount the difficulties, the countless sacrifices, the earnest
solicitations employed in travelling through the countries
of Europe, to provide for these first exigencies. And
when priests from foreign countries arrived in America,
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they perished in great numbers, in consequence of sick
ness, privations, and excessive labors (1). After more than
thirty years of struggle, the regular discipline of the Church
in the United States was far from being established. Not
withstanding, generous aid from abroad, numerous con
versions (we have already noted a good number in our reci
tal), the influence exerted by holy and learned priests, the
condition of religion was lamentably precarious. We have
an authentic testimony of this fact. I t was at this epoch
that Bishop England uttered a cry of alarm which re
echoed in every Catholic heart. The Annals of the Prop
agation of Faith published the treatise of the American
Bishop. I t is of such import, that all who sought to
study this question of the gains and losses of Catholicity
in the United States during the nineteenth century, refer
red to this work and borrowed the statements which the
Bishop of Charleston set forth. We, in our turn, shall
- take a succinct view of the matter.
The chief causes which explain the losses experienced
by Catholicity, are as follows: 1. The great number of
immigrants destitute of resources, whose faith was thus
exposed to yield to unjust solicitations, and other dangers;
2. The want of schools for the instruction of poor children,
of colleges for those in better circumstances, and of or
phanages for numerous children bereft of their parents;
3. The dearth of priests acquainted with the language,
habits, and customs of the country; 4. The vigilance, ac
tivity, and, above all, the pecuniary resources of Protes
tant societies.
(1)
‘'German immigration is very large, including a considerable num
ber of Catholics.n (Bishop Fenwick, Boston, 1836).
“Like the waters of a river seeking everywhere their level, immi
gration increases. Indiana in 1830, numbered three hundred and forty
one thousand souls ; at present, seven hundred thousand. A large num
ber of Catholics.’’ (Bishop Brute, 1831).
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To these causes may be added in the first place, ‘public
opinion, of great power every wrhere hut particularly, in
n free country:: this opinion was universally hostile to
Catholicity. I t was but the prolonged echo of the old
sectarian calumnies of the Protestants of England vividly
renewed in America. We refer our readers to the life of
Bishop Flaget, for further details on this point (1). In
the course of our narration we shall meet with some of
these absurdities with which our Religion is charged; they
seem to be the foundation of the faith of every true Pro
testant And, ascending to the higher sphere of literature
and politics, we find that all the heroes of independence,
true idols of this democracy,—attribute to the influence of
free thought, the foundation of a free and powerful nation.
Literature, exclusively English and preeminently Protes
tant, continued its attacks against the Church; it impreg
nated the very air which men were forced to breathe.
This was not all. Political freedom was not religious
freedom. We have spoken of Maryland and its execrable
legislation, but partially reformed. In Pennsylvania, the
Quakers, while proclaiming religious liberty, entrantmelled
in a thousand ways, the exercise of Catholic worship. In
1806, the state of New York still demanded for the ad
mission of Catholics as citizens, that they should solemnly
abjure all spiritual allegiance to an ecclesiastical power.
At the period under consideration (1835-1840), in South
Carolina (2), a man could not vote nor be elected for an
(1) In the estimation of the people, the Catholic Church was but a mass
of idolatry; the members of it were corrupt and most contemptible; the
Church itself was a new Babylon cursed in the Apocalypse as an enemy of
G o d and man; its doctrines were a hideous assemblage of impious absurd
ities and errors. In fine, Catholic priests were but vile imposters who
should be avoided at every cost.
(2) The law was abolished 1836.

7*
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office,, unless Ire first affirmed under oath, that the Frofestant is the true Religion of J e s u s C h r i s t . And in the?
states- of New York and New Hampshire, Catholics,
could hold no office (1). This is sufficient to give an ide&
of this separation of the Church and Stater and of the sad
condition to which Catholicity was subjected in the nine^
teerpth centiury, against which difficulties-, such apostles asMgr. Odin were called to struggle. Doubtless, taking into>
account only the obstacles, the picture is gloomy enough;
but, if we consider the successful apostolate of our Mission
aries, due to their sanctity, their stupendous labors, often
times to their heroism, the result is much more encourag
ing, Be that as it may, it would not be easy to estimate
the losses incurred by the Church, and we reject a priori
all statistics; for in calculating, some go as far as fifteen
and twenty millions, whilst others come down to three
millions; we give credit to neither side. In truth, the
statistics of Catholic immigration have never been drawn
up. Could we even see at a glance the causes which have
been brought to bear against Catholicity, to what degree
these obstacles were opposed by zeal and devotedness, unit
ed to the vitality of faith and the assistance of God’s grace,
it would not be possible to decide. W hat is most positive
and beyond dispute, is the organization of the Catholic
Church in the United States, which we quote to 1840.
Baltimore was erected into a Bishopric in 1789, it be
came an Archbishopric in 1808. New Orleans, in 1793.
New York, in 1808; Boston and Philadelphia in 1809:
Bardstown, at the same epoch. Then from 1820 to 1830;
Charleston (1820); Richmond (1820); Cincinnati (1821),
Archbishopric in 1835; St. Louis and Mobile (1826).
Finally, in the last period: Detroit (1832); Vincennes
(1834); Dubuque, Nashville, and Natchez (1837).—Total
(1) This law remained in force up to 1844.
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fifteen Bishoprics, and two Ecclesiastical provinces*—Bal
timore and Cincinnati. Provincial councils were held in
Baltimore every three years. We have thus given figures
•by which a judgment may be formed of the general con
dition of the Churchy we shall limit ourselves to these
indications.
Father Odin contributes his share of labor in extending
•Catholicity; at this period, he is engaged on the banks of
.the Mississippi, diffusing every where the good seed with
incomparable .zeal and piety. “Since my return to the
Sem inary/’ he writes, “ we have had some conversions.
Last week I baptized a man sixty-three years of age. I am
now preparing an ex-captain of the United States, son of
an old general in this country. His life has been a stormy
one, but the Lord has vouchsafed to speak to his heart, he
seems very fervent. A few weeks since, we buried a new
convert: the late procession of Corpus Christi made so
deep an impression on him that he resolved to enter the
bosom of the Church. By means of some books which he
procured, he instructed himself in our holy Religion, and
had the happiness of receiving Baptism a few moments
before lie expired. His wife will be baptized in a few days
with her two little children. Next Sunday three adults are
to participate in the same benefit.” (December 22, 1836)«.
Father Odin had the sorrow to lose by death, a young
Missionary who had shared his late lab o rs../‘Divine Prov
idence,” said he, “has just required of me a very great
sacrifice. September 15th, wTe had the grief to lose our
excellent Confrere, Father Francis Mary Simonin, after an
illness of seven weeks. I feel that I discharge the duty
of a friend towards him, and also towards you, in trans
mitting from his beautiful life, some details which have
come to my knowledge.” (Letter from Father Odin to
Father Etienne 1838).
This good priest was born near Roanne, diocese of Lyons ;
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being admitted to the bar, he was alarmed by the danger»
of the world,, and entered the Ecclesiastical Seminary. In>
1835he came to America; in 183&, after being raised to the
priesthood, he visited Lower Canada, Apple Creek, F red
eric ktown, New Madrid, and in 1837, accompanied Father
Odin in giving missions. During one of these missions, he
wrote to his parents: “At the moment in which the capital
of France was thrilled bv the eloquence of Father Ravignan, a French eity of Louisiana,, was, perhaps, more deeply
impressed by the pleading accents of Father Odin, and of
your humble servant/’
The comparison, in fact, testifies to the zeal and success
of our Missionaries, as well as to their reciprocal esteem.
They were united by many ties: the same country gave
them birth, the same Seminary formed them, the same
Apostolic vocation led them to cross the seas, and the
vows of religion had united them in one brotherhood.
In 1838, the year of his death, Mr. Simonin, had the
happiness of pronouncing his vows, after which event, he
wrote “I bless the Lord from my inmost soul, and I shall
not cease to bless Him who has given me understanding.
Bless Him a hundred times for me; for I am a stranger in
this land. The slight experience I have gained, proves to
me that it is difficult to become a great saint, or even to
secure our own salvation although we may be instrumen
tal in the salvation of many others.”
This worthy Missionary resembled Father Odin in
many points, as we can judge by the portrait which the
latter has traced of his friend :
“A clear, deep, logical mind, a correct, but simple style,
made his sermons most attractive. The spirit of G o d
breathed in all his discourses... At the time of his illness,
he was on the point of setting out on a new mission among
the savages, whom he so tenderly loved. A rigid observer
of the Rules, he complied with them at all times and un
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der all circa instances, but without affectation; he was
never heard to utter a word calculated to wound charity.
Well aware that interior recollection and union with G o d
are indispensable to a good Missionary, he made constant
efforts to acquire them. We often found him absorbed in
deep thought. Above all, at the holy Altar, by his recol
lection and respectful bearing, we could form some idea <j>f
the lively faith that animated him.”
We quote these lines, because, while depicting so clearly
the soul of this young Lazarist, they retrace the virtues
which we have discovered in Father Odin, in the different
phases of his life.
He experienced a lively grief at the loss of this Confrere
after his own heart. “The whole house,” adds he, “is
plunged in the most profound affliction by the death of
Father Simonin. His memory and the recollection of his
virtues will forever live in the hearts of those who knew
him ; he fulfilled a long career in a short space; he leaves an
immense void in our midst. From the height of heaven,
I am confident, he will protect this mission which so
mourns his loss, and which was so dear to his heart.”
While G o d called to his repose the younger of the two
Missionaries, He prepared for the other, severe labors in a
new career. Father Odin was to bid adieu to Louisiana.
CHAPTER XII.

T exas.— H u rrica n e n ea r N a t c h e z W a r in T exas ♦
M oral a n d relig io u s a s p e c t T h r e e m on th s9 abode a t
San A n to n io .— F rien ds on the L abaca.

After multiplied wars, the vast region of Texas was in
1836 annexed to the United States. The Holy See, pre
occupied with the religious needs of this country, had en
trusted to the Lazarists, the charge of there reestablishing
and propagating Catholicity. Father Odin was nominated
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Vice-Prefect Apostolic. He was, consequently, forced to
quit the Barrens, and the missions he had so courageously
undertaken, and carried on with such generous perseverance.
For the space of twenty years he had been laboring un
der the eye of G o d , in upper Louisiana. I t was there he
learned his true vocation; this region had witnessed his
fifst emotions on reaching the shores of America: this was
also the cradle of his religious life and formation in the
spirit of St. Vincent de Paul. And what a life was his!
Professorship, direction of the college and Seminary ma
terial cares and moral responsibilities, perilous missions
among the savages; in fine, the joys and sorrows, the as
pirations of the apostle, the ardor of youth, consolations of
the Missionary, sacrifices so crushing to nature;—every
thing in connection with him, seemed mingled with the
soil of Louisiana; its temperature, its forests, its shores, were
dear to his heart.
“I t was not without regret,'9 he writes, “ that I bade
adieu to Missouri: thus becoming a second time ex-patriat ed and separated, from a people that had become very
dear to me, and from flourishing institutions, whose birth
1 had witnessed.9' Under the pressure of this sadness,
Father Odin set out for Texas, May 2, 1840, accompanied
by Fathers Estany and Calvo, and a Brother coadjutor.
The voyage was made by boat on the Mississippi to New
Orleans, and thence by sea, to the first port of Texas.
We leave the exile to recount the incidents of his journey.
“A few days after our departure from Missouri,99 he
writes, “ we experienced in a remarkable manner, the spe
cial protection of Providence, in escaping almost miracu
lously from a frightful hurricane which caused great
damage at Natchez. A t the time when furious winds
uprooted the strongest oaks, overthrew the most solid con
structions, and submerged steamships, we were but a
quarter of a mile distant from the region visited by this
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devastating scourge. The tops of trees, carried by the
wind, fell in front of our vessel; arid we certainly would
have been exposed to the greatest danger, had we not in
the morning, been forced to push back, to land some pas
sengers whose homes, through the inattention of our pilot,
had not been signalled. W hat a sad spectacle was pre
sented to our view on reaching Natchez, a few minutes
after the storm: houses overthrown, hundreds of boats
and barges broken or submerged; dead bodies lying here
and there in the streets, or floating on the waters; men
mutilated, or buried under the waves; how harrowing
was the scene ! After giving to the unfortunate survivors
all the help in our power, we continued our voyage, fill
ed with gratitude to divine Providence for so signal a
protection.”
On arriving at New Orleans, Father Odin and his com
panions were obliged to wait six weeks for a vessel; and
it was only on July 12th, more than two months after their
departure from Louisiana, that they reached Linnville.
“ Our journey,” said he, “although of short duration, was
very disagreeable by reason of the calms which beset us in
the Gulf of Mexico, the intolerable heat of a scorching
sun, and the narrow space into which a hundred and thirty
passengers were crowded.”
They landed at Linnville, a small port 011 the Gulf of
Mexico:—they were in Texas.
Texas, situated between 25 and 37 degrees of latitude;
93 and 107 degrees of’ longitude, was recognized as inde
pendent of Mexico, as we have stated, and forming a part
of the American Confederation. The history of this ad
mission into the great Republic is as useful to our narration
as it is interesting in itself. In 1803 the Government of
Washington, desiring the possession of the two banks of the
Mississippi, purchased Louisiana of France. At this time
Spain raised objections in regard to the frontiers, which
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difficulties continued until 1819. This year, the Ameri
cans, under command of General Long, entered Texas,
and attempted to get possession of Nacogdoches: but they
were repulsed with heavy loss. However, they did not
despair of attaining their object. The Government of Mex
ico had authorized a man named Moses Austin, to admit
three hundred families of the Colonists, to settle in Texas.
These Colonists must be Catholics and swear allegiance to
the King and to the laws. The Republic, proclaimed in
Mexico, April 14, 1823, extended the favor; and shortly
after, eight thousand American families of all religious
sects, and of all classes of society, arrived in Texas.
A Mexican law, moreover, granted for the space of sev
en years, exemption from all taxation in favor of Texan
colonists from the United States or Europe. Thousands of
adventurers hastened to this region; not willing to coniine
themselves to the honest labor of agriculture, they sought
to make their fortune by unlawful traffic on the borders.
This freedom proved fatal. Plots were organized, and the
chief factor of the same was a member of the family that
had been so highly favored. In truth, John Austin scoured
the country to engage the people to proclaim the indepen
dence of Texas, and schooners daily arrived from New
Orleans, laden with arms and ammunition. The Mexicans
were attacked in the districts of Ahahua and Nacogdoches;
at the close of the year 1831, the Americans had even es
tablished a temporary government at Brazoria.
This state of affairs continued until 1835, at which pe
riod, the adventurers from the United States took up arms.
Under the command of Samuel Houston, nominated Pres
ident of the future Republic, they got possession of San
Antonio de Bexar, December 11th, and General Don
Martin Cos. who guarded the city, was forced to capitulate
and to retire to Loredo on the Rio Grande. The war was
carried on with alternate success and reverse; and on May
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11, 1836, a convention was signed, and the Independence
of Texas proclaimed. This Independence, strange to say,
was recognized by England; France hastened to send a
representative in the person of Mr. de Saligny; and quite
naturally, of course, by the United States to whose profit
the war was carried on. I t may even be asserted that the
United Slates committed the iniquity. We have a proof of
this in the courageous testimony of a renowned American
statesman, Henry Clay, who wrote to Channy in 1837,
this stinging but truthful letter: “There are crimes, which
in their enormity, reach the sublime; the capture of Texas
by our citizens, can lay claim to this honor. Modern times
afford no example of rapine on so large a scale, committed
by individuals....The annexation of Texas is the beginning
of conquests which, if a just Providence does not interfere,
will cease but at the isthmus of Darien." Such was the
general situation of Texas with which the Holy See was
preoccupied. We shall form an exact idea of this country
from the following description by Father Odin.
“The land in general," said he, “'is of excellent quality;
in no other portion of America are there forests so vast,
and pasturage so rich and abundant. The country is
watered by numerous rivers, few of which, however, are
long and deep enough for navigation. The precise num
ber of inhabitants is not known; it is generally admitted
that it does not exceed forty thousand; nearly ten thous
and of these are Catholics.” After this general glance,
the narration conducts, us through the country, the moral
and religious aspect of which we shall give in detail.
“ From Linnville, a small sea-port at which we landed,’7
continues Father Odin, “ we repaired to Victoria. This
city, founded in 1825, was soon peopled by one hundred
and thirty Mexican families; but in 1835, the country was
desolated by war, and the inhabitants dispersed. How
ever Victoria is beginning to be re-peopled; besides the
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Mexican families that have returned, we count four hun
dred residents; about one half of these profess the Catholic
religion. There is a little wooden church in the city, but
having been abandoned for five years, it was not found in
a suitable condition for the celebration of the Holy Mys
teries. A resident of the place offered us his house which
we gladly accepted. All the people came eagerly to assist
at the divine Offices and instructions. I left there Father
Estany, charging him to visit the Catholics of Coleto,
Bahia, Lamo, Live Oak, Rancliios, Don Carlos, and those
who dwell along the banks of the Labaca, to the number
of eight or nine hundred. The remoteness of these differ
ent stations required much time, besides rendering his
labor very painful.”
From Victoria, Father Odin repaired to San Antonio
with Father Calvo and the Brother. The distance is only
one hundred and fifty-four miles, but, numerous bands of
savage Comanches and Tonakamies that infest the country,
render the route extremely dangerous.
“We cannot,” he continues “undertake the journey,
without incurring evident danger of death, unless we have
a sufficient number to intimidate the Indians. We, there
fore, joined a convoy of twenty-two wagons transporting
merchandise. All our travelling companions were well
armed. But if, on the one hand, our number might shield
us from the attacks of the savages, on the other, the in
conveniences and tediousness of our march were very
harassing.
“In the evening towards sunset, we began our march;
but it often happened, that after a short distance some ac
cident befell our wagons, so it became neccessary to halt
and spend part of the night in making repairs.
“The heat was excessive, and in the immense prairies
which we were obliged to cross, we seldom found a tree
under whose shade we could rest for a moment.
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“ These detentions occurred sometimes in places destitute
of water, in search of which we scoured the plain ; we con
sidered ourselves very fortunate if, after a long search we
discovered some stagnant and disgusting pool which, how
ever, the frogs disputed with us. Our provisions were not
abundant, but we shared them with our fellow-travellers
who were worse off than we. Consequently, we soon ex
perienced the pangs of hunger; we were then forced into
the chase, at the risk of arousing the Indians by the re
port of our guns. Fever also invaded our ranks, and I
myself fell a victim to the same; but the medicines with
which I was provided, gradually restored us to health.
The slender relief which I procured our poor patients,
acquired for me a reputation rather embarrassing; for, as
soon as our good wagoners had designated me as the
“ Father who cures diseases,” all the sick came to consult
me...Many times during the journey the cry: “ los Indios”
spread alarm through our ranks, and brought our men to
arm s; but, either because the savages were intimidated by
our number, or the alarm was a mistake on our part, we
reached San Antonio, July 30th, without an encounter.
San Antonio which has made such advancement, and
which at present is a Bishop’s See, had a population in 1840,
often thousand. I t was the most densely peopled of all
the cities of Texas. This port, founded in 1678 by Spani
ards from the Canary Islands, could boast of some stone
buildings; the other dwellings were only small huts cover
ed with rushes. “The city,” continues Father Odin, “is
watered on the east, by the river San Antonio, on the west
by a small stream, and in the centre by a canal, construc
ted heretofore by the Indians under the direction of the
Missionaries, this canal ensures the fertility of the farms.
Nothing could be more lovely than the valley of
San Antonio; the climate is agreeable, the air pure and
salubrious, the soil rich and fertile; every thing contributes
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to make it a delightful abode, except the constant hostili
ties of the savages, which, until the present, have not per
mitted the exploration of a country whose resources would
be simply immense.
“ From its foundation, San Antonio has been subject to
attacks from the Comanches and Tonakamies, large, cruel,
and even cannibal tribes. This city has also been the
theatre of frequent and disastrous wars; that of the Inde
pendence of Texas was particularly fatal."
“Many years will elapse before this unfortunate city
will be able to rise from its ruins; not a family, but has to
deplore the death of a father, a son, a brother, a husband
cruelly strangled by the Comanches; not a month passes,
that these savages do not cause trouble and terror by their
frightful ravages, killing men found in their passage, and
animals wandering on the plains; hence, extreme poverty
exists there; if ever it might have been a consolation to
have funds at my own disposal, it certainly must have
been at the sight of such misery; what a happiness, could
I have relieved i t !"
All these evils,resulting from wars, afflicted the heart of
this holy Missionary; but what desolation filled his soul,
at the consideration of the moral evils existing! He adds:
“Scarcely any trace of Christianity remains in this coun
try. For fourteen years no one has presented himself at
the tribunal of penance; the functions of the ministry are
reduced to baptism of infants, burial of the dead, and the
marriage ceremony. Morality is on a par with the igno
rance in which so many souls redeemed by the blood of
J e s u s C h r i s t , are plunged."
Those are the expressions escaping from the heart of
this true Missionary at the desolating spectacle presented;
the result of the negligence of two unfortunate priests who
had been entrusted with the direction of these Catholics,
and whose lives were most scandalous. These unworthy

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol3/iss1/1

110

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 3, No. 1
THE ANNALS.

¡ministers, however, enjoyed the respect due to their sacred
'character, notwithstanding their disedifying Jives. The
faith of' the people distinguished in the maa, the priest of
J e s c s C h r is t.

The necessity to which Father Odin was reduced o f em
ploying urgent measures to destroy the evil in its very
source, was most painfuh but these measures were put into
immediate execution; as we may judge from the following-:
“ Although I was an utter stranger, the very first act
o f my administration was to interdict two’ priests born and
reared in this country, and allied to influential families. I
abandoned myself to divine Providence firmly resolved if
possible, even at die cost of my life, to bring matters to a
better state.
Heaven assisted me in a wonderful manner. The Sun
day after our arrival, with the ’consent of the curate, we
preached in Spanish, and in English, in pifesence of a large
audience attracted by the curiosity of seeing the new
Fathers, The church had been almost deserted on ordinary
Sundays and feasts. The day following, I called on the
«curate, showed him the letters of the Holy See, and asked
for the keys of the church and the registers. He submit
ted, doubtless, with repugnance; and a few days later he
was arrested and conducted under guard to Austin, to an
swer for a secret correspondence carried on with the heads
of the Mexican government,”
Making provision for destitute children, visiting the
sick, the zeal manifested in all the functions of the holy
ministry, soon gained the confidence of the people. How
ever, this happy and successful beginning was a source of
alarm to the soul of the holy Missionary, for he knew that
the works of G o d are founded on sacrifices and trials: that
by the Cross the world has been saved, and only by the
Cross will souls be sanctified.
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The abuses were too inveterate to1be extirpated without
exciting a tempest, “Every thing/7 says Father Odinr
“can be purchased with money. The church bells can be*
rung to celebrate the victory in a horse-race, for the fnneral of a Protestant or Infidel, etc,..,On the death of a
Protestant, renowned for his military exploits,, the people
demanded the bells to be rung; I positively refused, for I
had the laws of the Church to guide me in the matter.
Under all passionate remonstrances, all insults and libels,
I remained firm, without departing a moment from meek
ness and evangelical charity. The storm subsided when
the people saw that I was governed only by the laws of
ihe Church, and that there was nothing personal in my
opposition.
“Shortly after this, the solemn administration of the sacrament of Extreme Unction to a sick man, made a deep
impression on this population whose faith was only
slumbering. To our great consolation, we perceived that
the church was well filled at both Masses, the children
attended Catechism; marriages were blessed, numerous
conversions took place, and to put the seal to the sincerity
of their Religion, dangerous sports, to which these people
were addicted, were generously abandoned.”
Such was the fruit produced at San Antonio by a so
journ of three months* The divine blessing was evident.
Father Odin continued his visitation along the river San
Antonio, but could make only a very short stay at Gonzaliz and Victoria; this was a source of deep regret to him,
because some thousands of Catholics were to be found there.
On ascending the river Labaca, he found to his joy and
surprise, seventy Catholics who once formed a portion of
the parish at the B arrens! “It was most consoling,” he
writes, “to find myself among old acquaintances, and to be
convinced that these Christians had lost nothing of their
faith and former piety, although since their arrival in
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Texas, they had been deprived of the succors of Religion.
A ll approached the holy Tribunal, and had the happiness
o f receiving holy Communion ; I could give them only a
week.”
He would gladly have prolonged his stay among his
dear neophytes, this would have been agreeable to his
heart, and beneficial to his health; but the apostle does
not belong to himself, he cannot consult his desires. Many
souls were awaiting his coming, and would rejoice in his
visitation!
C H A P T E R V I 11.
A u stin . —M r. de S align y. — G a l v e s t o n . r o u t e fo r
H ouston .—Savages: w h a t th ey w ere in the eighteenth
c e n tu ry w h a t th ey have become.—R esults obtained
a m o n g the Ca tholics.

The government of Texas striving to consolidate itself,
had established its seat in a small city lately organized and
which bore the name of Austin, the American conspirator
who by his artifice and ability had excited the colonists
and the natives against Mexico. Congress there held its
sessions. Father Odin was anxious to obtain from it, the
legal acknowledgment of his Apostolic powers, and the
confirmation of the rights of Catholics over the churches
which they possessed under the Mexican government. He
called on Mr. de Saligny and met with a most favorable
reception: “I could not express,” said he, “his extreme
kindness to me. Not satisfied with giving me hospitality
during my stay in the city, he lent me his support in all
religious interests. The eminent services he has render
ed to the young Republic have conciliated general esteem,
and gained the confidence and good will of the people.
He considers himself happy to assist me in my enterprise.
He himself spoke to the different members of Congress
of the justice of my claims; and by his persevering efforts
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my petition has been sanctioned. His devotedness to the
eause of Keligion, has acquired for him a just title to our
most lively gratitude.
A Confrere of Mr. Odin at the Barrens,. Father Timon^
a Lazarist, eminent for learning, prudeiice and experience,
as well as for piety, arrived at Austin, Dec. 20th. The of
fice of Christinas was solemnly celebrated, several membersof Congress assisting. So great was the concourse, that they
were obliged to make use of the Senate Chamber which
was placed at the disposition of the Missionaries. These
continued their journey to Bartrop. Curiosity induced
many Protestants to attend service; imbued with absurd
prejudices, they were very happy to find oust that Catholic
worship was not the monstrous jumble it had been depicted.
Our Missionaries made only a very brief halt at Hous
ton, a city numbering three thousand souls. They arrived
at Galveston where they found some hundreds of Catho
lics. During eight days the Missionaries sought to satisfy
the demand of the faithful; they received some abjurations,
among others, that of a young lady who made her first
Communion, and received Confirmation in sentiments of
the most ardent piety. A hall which served for miscel
laneous purposes, was the temple in which the faithful
assembled.
Father Odin sadly remarks “ that the want of churches
is a great obstacle to religious progress.” Therefore, it
was his constant study, during the twenty years of his
mission in Texas, wherever it was possible, to construct
chapels and churches. “ A plain and simple building,” he
adds, “ would cost only a thousand dollars, but where could
we procure this sum? The country is impoverished, ruined
by wars; the best off among the people can scarcely make
a living.”
Ascending the river by steamer, the Missionaries tarried
at Lynburg. Baptism was administered to a considerable

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol3/iss1/1

114

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 3, No. 1
TT3E A M iA lS .

nmm'taer of children who had grown up in ignorance and
terror. The priests desired to return to Houston where
they had left their horses, but the journey could be accom
plished only with great difficulty,
“A row-boat was the only means o f -transportation ¡they
•could offer us; vve-entered with our scant baggage, but the
•current of the river, swollen by the recent heavy rains,
was so strong, that it was impossible to struggle against its
violence. We wTere in constant danger of perishing ; we
therefore procured a horse to carry our effects, while we
•continued our route on foot through prairies and roads
•covered with water. In crossing a stream our chapel ser
vice and linen fell into the water; we had the greatest
difficulty to save them. On the whole, this was not a very
agreeable trip, especially in the month of January* At last5
covered with mud and wet to the skin, we reached Houston
and spent the night in drying -our church linen, our brevia
ries, and our clothing, and started the next day to visit the
eastern part of Texas. Oh ! what difficulties and obstacles
to be encountered on this long journey ] Now it was a
river which we were obliged to cross, again^ a deep and
miry marsh in which we ran the risk of losing our horses.
Sometimes we felt the pangs of hunger, with nothing to
appease it; or were exposed to heavy rains without the
possibility of finding shelter. In the midst of all these
disasters, we visited Montgomery, Hnntville, Cincinnati,
Crocket, Douglas, Nacogdoches, and St. Augustine. True,
we were fully indemnified by the eagerness with which the
inhabitants of these divers places assisted at our instruc
tions. Neither the rain, nor their occupations deterred
them. The concourse was great, and rarely have I wit
nessed such recollection and joy while listening to the
word of G o d .
“ This visit although short, contributed not a little to
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dissipate prejudices and awaken sentiments of piety in the
hearts of many. In 183-7, Nacogdoches had a large Cath
olic population; at least three hundred Mexican families
resided there, besides a great number of American Cath
olics; but in 1838, troubles arose between the Mexicans
and the other inhabitants, in consequence of which a civil
war broke out, and the poor Mexicans, with the exception
of fifty families, were either slain or expelled. Nacogdoches
had formerly a wooden church, which does not exist at the
present day.”
(To be continued.)
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I.
Quito.

I think I told you in a former letter how the radical
and Masonic revolution broke out at Guayaquil in conse
quence of the treachery of the commander of the place.
General Flores. I t was under the plausible pretext of a
negotiation with Chili; made by the government of Ecu^
dor. The flag covered the secret sale made to Japan by
this Republic.
Alfaro was the leader of the revolution. Banished from
Ecuador, he took refuge at Nicaragua, but the treason of
Flores opened to him the gates of Guayaquil, After a
triumphal entrance into the city, his first act was to send
one of his brothers to Manabi, with a horde from Jamaica,
employed in the silver mines of Esmeralda, to stir up this
province, and to expel the Bishop, together with all the
Religious of both sexes and the secular priests who were
laboring successfully in the localities of this vast diocese,
I I.
Quito, April 2, 1895.

I profit by the opportunity of an extraordinary courier
sent from Guayaquil by Mr. de Persan, French Consul,
to report our condition. The revolution is still in progress.
At very long intervals we hear from the Daughters of
Charity in Guayaquil, Loja, and Cuenca.
The Catholic party is in the ascendency at Quito ow-
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iug to the efforts of the clergy, and the energy o f a M in
ister appointed after the fail of President Cordero, whose
weakness of character occasioned this sad revolution.
We trust that the good cause will eventually triumph.
A t present,, the Minister of W ar is oil his way to Guayaquil,,
at the head of thousands of well-disciplined soldiers. The
establishments of the Daughters of Charity subsist, not
withstanding their poverty; but the Sisters of Portoviejo
have been obliged to seek an asylum at Guayaquil.
The Province of Manabi under the jurisdiction o f
Bishop Schumacher has fallen into the hands of the revolu
tionists. Hence, the accomplishment of the prophecy ;
Percutiam padorem et dispergentur oves7 for all the Relig
ious whom Mgr. Schumacher had invited from Europe
and North America for the direction of colleges, semi
naries, and primary schools, as well as all the priests whom
he himself had trained for the mission, have been forced
to flee.
The Bishop, finding no security in Portoviejo, left one
month since, with some Capuchins and secular priests, hop
ing to reach Quito by crossing the forests and mountains,
for the revolutionists hold the seaports.
He had scarcely arrived at a village, called Calceta, and
entered the convent of Benedictine nuns, when a troop of
armed wretches surrounded the house, holding the Relig
ious and priests prisoners, shouting: “Death to C h r i s t !
Death to Religion” ! Such was the situation, when all were
miraculously delivered from the danger.
We know that a portion of the army sent to Manabi
after the fall of President Cordero, to protect this province
against the revolutionists, had, with their chiefs, betrayed
the cause of the government; but three hundred soldiers
who remained faithful, resolved to return to Quito, mak
ing a passage for themselves through the forests.
By the same means and for the same reasons, a few hours
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previous, Mgr. Schumacher with his Religious and priests
sought safety in flight. The arrival of these soldiers at
Calceta wrought a change in matters. The radicals, more
than six hundred in number, had resolved to put an end to
the Prelate and his priests. However, the desire of getting
possession of the arms of the three hundred faithful soldiers,
determined them to send Mgr. Schumacher to conciliate
the difficulty.
But the three hundred would accept no terms; like
lions, they rushed upon their enemies, overthrew them,
slew a great number, took many prisoners, and put the
rest to flight The conquerors had not a single loss to
mourn in their ranks; not one even was wounded. All
wore upon their breast an image of the Sacred Heart, dis
tributed among them a fewTdays previous. After this ad
venture, having at their head, Bishop Schumacher, one
Religious and four Secular priests, they took the road to
Quito.
Meanwhile, the revolutionists recovering from their de
feat, pursued the fugitives, resolved to exterminate them
one after the other, during their painful journey through
the forests.
While this valiant band was slowly advancing, the ene*
my assailed them with a shower of balls; but some well
directed shots fired at intervals, sufficed to keep the ag
gressors at a distance. To the difficulties and perils of the
way, sometimes through deep ravines filled with mud,
sometimes through the bed of rivers between high banks,
which course it was necessary to follow for entire days,
with the water to their shoulders, the pangs of hunger were
added. Every morning the Bishop, after giving his bless
ing to this courageous band, took scouts to search the
forests for food.
But the little which Providence enabled them to pro
cure, was far from satisfying this famished crowd. I f a
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beast of burden fell exhausted, it served for food, in lieti of
any thing better. These trials, however, were drawing to
a close.
A letter from Mgr. Schumacher addressed to the M inis
ter of War, notified him of the near approach of the
courageous and faithful band, and of their extreme want.
The government of Quito gave immediate orders to
supply provision, clothing, etc., and our Confrères of the
Preparatory Seminary, charged to conduct the envoy, went
in quest of the little army which they met, three days*
journey from Quito, exhausted from lì tinger and fatigue.
A magnificent reception was tendered to the Bishop of
Manabi and the troops that escorted him. Triumphal
arches were erected in the public squares, and along the
streets through which the cortège passed; cars magnificent
ly decorated, rich and numerous crowns destined for the
Prelate and the officers of the little arm y; thirty carriages
bearing the élite of the clergy and the government; fifty
cavaliers from the most distinguished classes of society;
a band of musicians and the army of Quito formed a
double file from the principal square to the outskirts; fifty
thousand persons lined the streets, and a shower of gar
lands and flowers fell from the balconies upon the Bishop
and his brave companions; speeches full of enthusiasm,
gratitude and admiration; in fine, deafening “ vivats” dur
ing the march,— all this, I had the happiness to see and to
hear on the entrance of Mgr. Schumacher into Quito, just
one month after his departure from Manabi. I t was the
hosanna after the crucifige.
Bishop Schumacher took up his abode with our Con
frères at the Ecclesiastical Seminary, while waiting for
G o d to dispose events in such a manner as to warrant a
return to his diocese. I gathered from his own lips the
facts I have just related.
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III.
Quito, September 4, 1895.

Having made himself master of Guayaquil and of all the
coast of Paraguay, Alfaro strove eagerly to excite the
provinces of the interior of the Republic; and to this ef
fect, he organized an army, resolving at the same time to
attack Quito.
The provisory government, having at the head as Minis
ter, an energetic citizen named Ribadeneira, an excellent
Catholic, prepared for resistance, calling out the valiant
soldiers of the North and centre; an army was formed of
three thousand men, all determined to protect Religion
and the Constitution. At their head was Sarrasti, the Min
ister of War, with the title of Generalissimo. He was a
liberal.
Meanwhile Alfaro, at the head of his army, set out from
Guayaquil, and encamped not far from the city of Riobamba where Sarrasti had also concentrated his forces. After
much delay, and it is said, many private interviews with
his friend Alfaro, to whom he allowed time to strengthen
his position, Sarrasti resolved to lead out his soldiers and
give battle,— he lost it; this occurred August 14th.
A few days later, the members of the regular govern
ment, unworthily betrayed, set out from Quito with some
hundreds of loyal soldiers, the principal officers of the
staff, with weapons and ammunitions of war; they pro
ceeded to the North, there to await with Ribadeneira the
favorable moment of returning to Quito in the hope of
rescuing this city from the radicals.
August 30th, the foe was about two days’ journey from
Quito, in the little city of Ambato. Finally, on Septem
ber 1st, the cannon announced the entrance of a thousand
soldiers, under the command of Alfaro’s brother.
I must tell you, that no sooner had Bishop Schumacher
learned the loss of the battle and the march of the army
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towards Quito, than he resolved to take his pilgrimr»
staff and seek a more secure asylum, with our Confrere»
of Columbia.
*
* *
September 4th...Before continuing our narration of the
events which signalized the taking of the capital of Ecua
dor by the revolutionists, allow me to cast a glance at the
date of September 4th, 1870. On this very day, and at
the same hour twenty-five years ago, the double family of
Saint Vincent, represented by two Missionaries and ten
Daughters of Charity, entered Quito. The two priests
are still living: the Superioress who governed the little
colony of Sisters, was recalled from the Province two
months ago. O f these ten Sisters, three still survive. This
colony was then but a little grain of mustard seed; but it
soon increased and became a large tree whose branches af
ford a refreshing shade to the ten Provinces of the Repub
lic. Manabi has been shrouded in the garb of mourning
for two months: the revolution has destroyed all the works
of charity in this place.
At this distant epoch (1870), the strong arm of a re
nowned President, don Gabriel Garcia Moreno, opposed an
impassible barrier to the progress of Masonic liberalism,
whose defeat was reechoed from North to South, for Col
umbia and Peru were infected by this sect. But, on Au
gust 6, 1875, the Masons fell, sword in hand, upon the
giant; slew him, and over his bleeding body swore a death
blow to all that this Christian Martyr had organized, sus
tained and developed for the glory of G o d , and the moral,
religious, and material prosperity of this country.
The blood of this noble victim still moistened the great
square of Quito, when a hand yet more sacrilegious, gui
ded by Masonry, armed this time, not with the poinard
of the assassin, but with the poison of cowards, took the
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life of the Angel of the church of Quito, the zealous and
beloved Archbishop Checca, for having opposed and com
bated this Society in the person of the vilest of its repre
sentatives. This sacrilege was committed on Good Friday,
at the foot of the Altar of the great Victim of Calvary.
During twenty years this abominable sect of Freemasonry
has labored at its infernal work among magistrates, nobles,
and people. Daring twenty years it has been creeping
with its well-known hypocrisy, among the depositories of
the supreme power, to corrupt them, and then use them as
its instrument, the more effectually to corrupt the masses.
In truth, eight years ago, it mounted victoriously the Pres
idential chair, and secured at one stroke, the abolition of
Ecclesiastical revenues, and the liberty of the Press: that
is, this party usurped the right to sap the foundations of
faith. This war, at once secret and open, has produced
the most fatal results and wrought immense ruin to the
whole nation, particularly to the inhabitants of the cities:
we have a proof of this in what transpires around us.
IV .
Quito, Sept. 15, 1895.

Alfaro, the leader of the revolution entered Quito,
Sept. 4th.
Since this event, nothing important has occurred to
disturb our peace, notwithstanding the alarm in which,
naturally, we live. For, despite the sinister projects sug
gested by those who fawn upon the Commander-in-chief,
the latter seems loath to put them into execution, either
from human prudence, fearing to compromise the general
good, or rather, because the hand of G o d protects us.
I must also add that he has been very kind to the Sis
ters of Charity, whenever urgent need compelled them to
treat with him. He even gave them a formal promise that
their works should not be disturbed; but, on the contrary,
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he would protect them, and assist in sustaining them..
Blessed be G o d ! these promises so far have not been vain.
The Minister Ribadeneira is still in the North with am
army awaiting the moment of revenge.
I hope, this time, that we shall tiot have to deplore the
dire misfortunes that too frequently follow in the train of
a revolution.
September 4th, our Sisters from France, under the di
rection of Sister Mondange, arrived at Guayaquil; we im
mediately telegraphed to them to come to Q uito; I pre
sume, they are at present, not far from Riobamba, that is,
if nothing unforeseen detained them at Guayaquil. I am
convinced that they will render us all the services we ex
pect of them. Thanks for this help, the need is urgent
and so indispensable.
J ohn C l a v e r ie , i . s.

c . m.

BRAZIL.
PERN A M BU CO .
A mission was given in the parish of Notre Dame de la Concepcion, in
the city of Nazareth, diocese of Olinda (Pernambuco). The Era Nova11
of Oct. 19, 1895, gives the following account of the same.

W hat a blessed day for the inhabitants of this city, was
September 22nd!
Magnificent decorations, triumphal arches, standards
erected in various points of the city, the stir of the popula
tion, and the joy depicted on their countenances,—all in
dicated an extraordinary event. In truth, they were pre
paring to receive the Very Reverend Lazarist Missionaries,
Fathers Joseph de Maria and Pierre Venturini.
On his arrival at our station, Father Joseph de Maria
was the object of a solemn reception. The curate of the
parish and Father Graciano, came to receive him, accompan-
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ïed by several confraternities, by the city authorities, and
distinguished citizens, students of the schools, and a band of
musicians. An immense crowd of people followed.
After saluting the Missionary Father, the band rendered
some fine selections ; the procession formed in line and
repaired to the chapel da Bon Jesus, magnificently adorned
by the confraternity bearing this title; the entire street
leading to the parish church being also decorated. After
a short prayer, the cortège moved on to the church of
Notre Dame where the conventual Mass was celebrated.
After the Gospel, the Rev. Father ascended the pulpit,
thanked the assembly for their kind reception and unfold
ed, the plan of the mission to which plan he most strictly
adhered.
During the continuance of the holy Exercises, he cele
brated Mass at an altar erected in the vestibule of the
church, and there also he gave the instruction, for the
church was too small to accommodate the crowd.
The morning was devoted to hearing the confessions of
the women ; and the evening, those of the men.
By delegation from the Bishop, the Reverend Mission
ary also administered Confirmation, September 30th, O c
tober 1st, and 2nd ; in the morning to the women, in the
evening to the men.
Rev. Pierre Venturini, who was not able to come with
Father Joseph de Maria, arrived Sept. 23rd, and was the
object of a reception similar to that of his Confrère, in
whose labors he had come to take part.
This mission was attended by the happiest results: there
were one thousand five hundred Communions, over three
thousand persons Confirmed, and more than two hundred
marriages blessed.
A pulpit had been erected in front of the church; it was
truly edifying to see this dense crowd filling the entire
space, pressing around the preacher to hear the words that
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fell from his lips. Non in solo pane vivit homo, sed in omni verbo, guod procedit de ore Dei .
When the Missionary entered the sacred pulpit, his
inspired language immediately riveted the attention of hi&
vast audience; for besides the divine unction of the doctrine
set forth, the discourse was most eloquent, and character
ized by that noble simplicity of the Apostle which make»
itself, intelligible to every capacity.
On Sunday Sept. 29th, solemn High Mass was cele
brated by Father Venturini, assisted by the curate, Rev.
M. Anizio, and by Father Gracia no. The music was by
the orchestra. In the evening at five o'clock, there was a
procession of the Blessed Sacrament; Father Joseph de
Maria bearing the Sacred Host, attended by two priests:
officers of the National Guard formed an escort of honor;
several confraternities, hundreds of young girls robed in
white, walked in double file, and a throng of twelve thous
and persons accompanied our Lord.
The procession issued from the parish church and passed
in perfect order through the streets of the city, then re
turning at night-fall the people lighted the candles with
which they were supplied. Oh! what a magnificent sight!
The square in front of the church and the adjacent streets
were literally packed, and the graceful undulations of the
crowd presented the appearance of an ocean of light. The
orchestra entoned the Tantum Ergo , and Father Joseph
de Maria blessed the people with the Most Holy Sacra
ment; then, ascending the pulpit, he gave the Apostolic
Benediction.
After bidding adieu from the pulpit to the people, who
enthusiastically responded, the two Missionaries departed
on the second of this month. Father Venturini was ex
pected in the city of Recife.
The remembrance of these favors will remain deeply
engraven in the minds of the present generation.
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CHILI.
Letter from
to the

S ist e r T

M o st

H

h ir io n

onored

M

,

Daughter of Charity,

other

L

a m a r t in ie .

Valparaiso, Asylum of Salvador, 1895.
M

o st

H

onored

M

other,

The grace of our Lord be with us forever!

Our new Asylum has been rebuilt on the foundations of
the old one destroyed by fire, October 18, 1894. It was
blessed by our worthy Visitor, Very Rev. J. Delaunay.
A large number of Ecclesiastics and Religious attended, as
well as the Ladies of Charity, many gentlemen of the laity,
and pious ladies who came to unite with us in thanks
giving to G o d . These acts of thanksgiving, while directed
primarily to the Author of all good, fell upon the gener
ous foundress, Madam Edwards.
The ceremony was performed with the most profound
recollection. Our installation, however, took place only on
December 27, 1894: this was only a very simple family
affair: we felt the need of being recollected, to give free
scope to our gratitude to G o d for having so liberally re
stored what we had lost. Allow me to mention, Most
Honored Mother, that, at the time of our disastrous fire,
Madam Edwards was confined to her bed by sickness;
this distressing intelligence did not disturb her; she was
silent and thoughtful for a moment, and then calmly said
to the priest who had been commissioned to announce the
catastrophe to her: “ Father, help me by your prayers, to
obtain from G o d the restoration of my health and a few
years of life; I promise Him to rebuild the Asylum, and
provide it with every thing necessary for the Sisters, the
9
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orphans, and their works.” This prayer was granted : our
benefactress speedily recovered, and the divine Master per
mitted her to realize her charitable design which He crown
ed with the happiest success.
The most consoling and final ceremony of our installa
tion took place on January 6,1895, Feast of the Epiphany,
in the blessing of our chapel. High Mass was celebrated
by a holy and venerable Prelate of Valparaiso, Mgr.
Piamon Angel Jara; our Visitor V .R ev. J. Delaunay, sev
eral of the Fathers of Picpus, the V. Rev. Visitor of Buenos
Ayres, who was then in Chili, assisted. After the Gospel,
the celebrant ascended the pulpit: he related the circum
stances of the occasion; highly extolled the generous char
ity of Madam Edwards, invoking upon her the benedic
tions of heaven. He alluded to our days of anguish, and
congratulated us on our happiness in returning to this dear
Asylum; he praised the courage of the Sisters during the
time of trial; he also addressed the children, inspiring them
with sentiments of gratitude towards their noble benefac
tress; in fact, he forgot no one: he moved the hearts of
all present. Madam Edwards had come to assist at our
first Mass in the chapel, and was so gratified that she re
turned in the afternoon for the Benediction. All the Ladies
of Charity, members of the Society, also attended with
many of their relatives and friends who were eager to
unite with us in the feast.
Although the structure may lack elegance of architecture,
it affords us every convenience. We have ten departments,
more or less extensive; the chapel is in the centre of the
building, the principal entrance being on the street. We,
as well as the children, have ample accommodation.
We have resumed the course of our works since the early
part of January. The industrial departments are pros
perous. We have one hundred and thirty intern children,
all of honorable parentage: the Ladies of Charity pay
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the board of these entire orphans, who are separated from
the other children. We have also another intern department
composed of half-orphans: certain charitable persons pay
for them. Finally, the ouvroir of St. Joseph : young girls
come here to work during the day ; in the evening we pay
them and they return to their homes. From our kitchen we
are also able to furnish during the year, dinner for more
than four hundred children of the extern school. A laun
dry renders great service to many families. We visit the
poor in their homes, and receive many at our dispensary.
Thus you see, Most Honored Mother, the harvest is abun
dant, but alas! the laborers are few: we pray the Lord of
the harvest to send laborers into His harvest.
Accept, Most Honored Mother, the filial respect of your
Daughters of the Asylum of Salvador. In the love of our
Lord and of M a r y Immaculate,
I remain,
Your obedient Daughter,
Sister Thirion,
U. d. o. c. s. o. t. p. s.

PARAGUAY.
Letter from
to V

R

ev

ery

A.

.
R

ev

Priest of the Mission,
Superior General.

Soarella,
. A. F

ia t ,

Asuncion, Paraguay,
July 5, 1895.
M

o st

H

onored

F

ather

,

Your blessing, if you please!

I t is now fifteen years since we were appointed by the
Holy See to occupy in this country an honorable post;
one, however, demanding absolute devotedness.
Paraguay, at that epoch, had just emerged from a civil
war of five years’ duration, carried on against Brazil; the
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Argentine Republic and Uruguay being united. After
.such a struggle, it is easy to form an idea of the condition
of this country regarded both in a religious and material
point of view. Almost all the priests had been compelled
to abandon their parishes, and repair to the battle field,
whereon some perished physically, others morally. A
little later, all legitimate succession in diocesan authority
disappeared; a schism threatened: a religious war followed
the political contest, and difficulties were multiplied.
In the midst of these trying circumstances divine
Providence brought us to Paraguay. Trusting in G o d ’s
help, we immediately set to work.
The diocesan Seminary was reestablished, and at present,
an army of young priests issuing from the same, dispersed
throughout the diocese, is striving to deliver the people of
Paraguay from moral ruin.
As the good work advanced, we realized an imperious
need. Our young priests placed at the head of parishes,
were separated from one another by immense distances;
consequently, it was necessary for them to be visited by
one who might assist them in securing the welfare of their
parishes. Hence, quite naturally, arose the idea of estab
lishing a House and of entrusting it to the Missionaries
of St. Vincent de Paul.
The Bishop, just nominated, spoke of this project to
Father Heck, our Visitor; and, after his consecration,
profiting by the visit of Mgr. Crouzet, he finally organiz
ed the work so ardently desired.
The mission is now established on the ordinary basis.
We accompany Monseigneur in his pastoral visits,— a
measure enforced by circumstances. The Bishop himself is
a Missionary on these occasions, preaching and catechizing
like the others; nor does he leave the place until the w'ork
is completed. Families come from a distance of forty to
sixty leagues to attend the mission. In many localities,
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íall participate therein, from the political chief, to the hum
blest villager.
We are, not infrequently, obliged to make long journeys
through ft>rests. To reach V illa Rica, we traversed one
«even leagues in length.
From time to time, we find to the right, to the left, a
mystic cross designating die spot in which a traveller had
been -destroyed by ferocious beasts. We also saw in a pit,
a wild cow whose baek was lacerated fey the claws of a
tiger; the poor animal txmld not move; it was doubtless
reserved there as hi a larder, for the wild beasts. F ortu
nately, we are always well attended, otherwise, we could
not encounter such dangers in the midst of these deserts
o f the New World. The conviction that we are seeking
the lost sheep o f the Good Pastor, consoles and sustains us.
Therefore, our young Confreres who feel ml led to labor in
this vocation must not be alarmed. I trust they will be
courageous, and that you will soon send us the help we
so much need.
I am in the love of our Lord, Most Honored Father,
Your devoted Son,
Ant. M* Scarella,

l

s, €» M,

CU RBS.
ATTRIBUTED TO THE INTERCESSION OP LOUISE DE MARILLAC.

Carignan (Italy). M. Michael Carnavesio; disorder of
the brain and affection of the optic nerve.—Letter of April
10, 1894.
Ibid .—Madam Rosa Candelero; nervous affection of the
brain.— Letter of April 30, 1894.
9*
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W O R K O F T H E MOST H O L Y T R IN IT Y
FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF THT1 SOULS 1ST PURGATORY,
Established in* the Mother-House of the Priests- of the Mission-,.
Pari®, Rue cfe Sevres, 95-.

We invite' the attention of our readers to this- Work, al
ready frequently mentioned in the Annols.
The Work of the Most Holy Trinity owes its origin,,
after G o d , to a Breton servant girl, named Marie Pellerim
I t was commenced at Paris about the year 1845; and for
the space of ten years was maintained, and propagated to
some extent, by the privations,, zeal, and devotedness of
this poor servant girl.
The pious foundress desired the Daughters of Clharity
to enter into her views and favor her project. Havingfrequent intercourse with thoseofSt. Louis in the Island,
she one day said to them :
“You do good works for the relief of the poor, of or
phans, the sick, and all in affliction; you are very happy,
and I envy your lo t: but, do you not know, that the relief
and deliverance of the souls in Purgatory comprise all the
good works recommended by our Lord in the Gospel! To
open heaven to a suffering soul, is to give, not crumbs
from your table, but the bread of Angels with all the de
lights of paradise. It is to give, not a cup of cold water,
but the very source of that water springing up to eternal
life!...To open heaven to a single soul, is to give a shelter,
not indeed under your own roof, as in the case of a passing
stranger, but to introduce this soul into that eternal dwell
ing, the object of all its desires....It is to clothe this soul,
not with a coarse garment, but with the robe of immortal
ity ¡...You visit the sick to assist them when a prey to
burning fever, or other distressing maladies, and I wish to
extinguish the flames which consume the departed. I
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Relieve you do not go to visit prisoners* but I wish to
descend continually into this prison-house of souls, to break
their chains and give thern the liberty of heaven3 Poor
souls! { jtOd ’ s dear orphans! Who will aid m eto comfort
you?... Ah I if J e s u s C h r i s t regards as done to Himself
what we do here below for the poor, I hope He will accept
as doue to Himself what I shall do for the Holy Souls, far
more destitute and more abandoned than the poorest and
most destitute in this world, etc/’
By earnest solicitations, Marie Pellerin succeeded in
having her work confided to the Priests of the Mission.
The Confraternity became definitely organized in the as*
sembly held Dec. 16, 18-57.
Since this period, the W ork, frequently blessed by
Pius ix. and Leo x m , and furnished with sixty-four
Episcopal approbations, has developed in a wonderful and
providential manner. Propagated in various parts of the
world, it has been received with extraordinary enthusiasm.
The Association comes to the aid of the suffering souls i
1. In multiplying, according to its means, the Holy Sac
rifice of the Mass;
2. In giving succor to destitute churches;
3. In distributing abundant alms.
The funds of the Work are apportioned thus: Two
thirds are reserved for Masses celebrated according to the
ends of the Association; the balance is distributed in alms
in behalf of destitute establishments, in supplying the
needs of churches, and in similar good works.
One becomes a member of the Association by a subscrip
tion of three francs, renewed yearly. By giving once, a sum
of twenty dollars, one becomes a member for life. De
ceased Associates have a share in perpetuity in all the fruits,
for themselves and for their deceased relatives.
The deceased may become associated either for one year ,
by a subscription of three francs, renewed according to
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pleasure; or in perpetuity,, by subscribing fifty* francsv
The fruits of the Association, comprising Masses and
alms of the W ork, as well as the prayers of the Associates,
are applied as follows:
1. One third to souls the most abandoned;
2. One third to deceased relatives of the Associates-;
3. One third to deceased Associates.
The Associates have a claim to three special Masses ap
plied to them immediately after death.
The Associate subscriber» are generally divided into
decades: one of them takes the title of H ead o f the
Decade . He receives the subscriptions of the members,
whose names be writes upon a sheet printed for the pur
pose; this he forwards to the Director.
Any one testifying an interest in the Society, may be
appointed H ead of the Decade.
Life subscribers, or founders, can remit their offerings
into the hands of a Head of the Decade, or into those of
the Director, according to pleasure or convenience.
There is no distinction between subscribers and found
ers: the fruits of the W ork are equally divided among all
who have a right to them; they enjoy them with perfect
equality; the only difference is in the greater number of
subscriptions or foundations. A person giving two annual
subscriptions or making two foundations, will reap a two
fold profit after death: if one makes ten such offerings, he
will have ten-fold profit.
Several persons may unite in making a foundation in
behalf of deceased relatives. Orphanages, associates in
labor, have gladly accepted this method of foundations.
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BOOK NOTICES.
35.
A d a M arty m m et Sanctorum edited bv Pau lus
Bedjan, Congregationis Missionis. Tomus Quintus. Paris,
rue de Sèvres 95; one vol. octavo, 705 pp.
This is a continuation of the important work commenc
ed by Rev. P. Bedjan, and which he is so energetically
carrying on. His Eminence, the Cardinal Prefect, of the
Propaganda has been pleased to congratulate the author
of this production. An extract from the preface will give
some idea of the scientific import of this publication, and
of the care with which Father Bedjan prepares these treas
ures of erudition and edification :
“Our fifth volume of A d a Martyrum et Sandornm is
just completed; it has this advantage over former issues,
that the seven hundred and five pages which it contains
have been taken from unpublished manuscripts, hence they
appear, we believe, for the first time. We also remark that
this beautiful collection is almost entirely formed of Lives
of the Saints of Egypt, a country rendered illustrious by
the practice of heroic virtues!
“ A word upon each of these Lives.
“ 1. We have had a copy of the Life of St. Anthony
taken from the manuscript in Paris 236, folio 1 ; but,
finding that this Life was only a translation of the abridg
ment written by St. Jerome, in Latin, we preferred that
found in Manuscript 317, fol. 1. which we have compar
ed with the MS. of the British Museum, add. 1473, fol.
19, which is well written and very well preserved; but,
evidently, it is not the Life written by St. Jerome. The
MS. of Paris, (page 1), and that of Berlin (Sachau 321,
fol. 24 and 48), unhesitatingly decide that the great St.
Athanasius is the author; in this they perfectly agree with
the Greek text, which is the original, and two Latin ver
sions, bearing the name of St. Athanasius, patriarch of
Alexandria. In presenting this Life, as well as that of
St. Pachomius, which immediately follows, we considered
it our duty to give the version of Paris. After completing
the work, we procured the manuscript of Berlin (Sachau
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321), wherein wre discovered many very interesting pas
sages; we therefore, collected a great number of readings
from the MS. of Berlin and London, and have published
them.
»
“2. A word also on the Life of Saint Pachomius, or
the history of the Monks of the Thebaid. Our first copy
was from the manuscript 226, fol. 39, Paris, then from
the MS. 317 which we compared with that of the London,
add. 12175, fol. 2, and then, with that of Berlin above
alluded to.”
Similar references are made in regard to the other biog
raphies, and indicate with the importance of the text, the
conscientious care given to this publication.
Vol. V I. of this valuable work is now in press.
36. Forinolario di preghiere epratiche di p i eta, ad uso
delle Figlie della carita, con alcune istruzioni loro proprie,
Torino, 1893. In-12, 880 pp.
This is an Italian translation of the Formulaire repub
lished in 1889 with certain modifications set forth in the
letter of the Superior General to the Daughters of Charity,
dated March 25, 1889. Said letter is inserted at the head
of the volume.
37. Corso di Meditazioni prejhiere e proteate, ad uso dei
Missionari. Prima versione Italiana. Napoli, 1895.—One
vol. 221 pp. Price 2 francs.
Besides the formulas of acts daily recited,the Missionaries
will have at hand, during the labors which occupy them
abroad, Meditations used in the Congregation for January
25th: during the Novena of the Translation and of the
feast of St. Vincent; feast of Blessed John Gabriel Per~
boyre, and for the solemnity of the miraculous Medal; in
fine, the Acts of Protestation appointed by divers Supe
riors General for Jan. 1st, Aug. 15th, and the feast of the
Sacred Heart.
To this collection some formulas peculiar to the Mis
sionaries, and in frequent use, have been added: Blessing
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of Water of S t Vincent, investing with the Scapular of the
Passion, and that of the Immaculate Conception.
38. Cartas escogidas de San Vincente de Paul . Cebu,
imp. del seminario de St.Carlos, 1894. One vol., 151 pp.
It is certainly embarrassing for public reading, to search
through four vols, of Letters of St. Vincent de Paul, for
those appointed to be read annually during the spiritual
retreat, and which make so salutary an impression. The
Missionaries of the Province of the Philippine Isles have
made in the collection specified, a complete series of these
chosen letters of St. Vincent; they have thus rendered im
portant service to all the establishments of Missionaries
where the Spanish language is spoken.
39. Triduo en honor de M aria Immaculada en la gloriosa,
aparición de su santa Medalla , por don Jose Ruiz, con un
himno de la Srta. Da Isabel Cheiz. Con licencia de la
Autoridad ecclesiastica. Sevilla, imp . de E. Rasco , Bustos
Tañera, 1. 1895, 35 pp.
This beautiful little brochure contains the prayers, con
secrated to honor for three days, the Apparition of the Im 
maculate Virgin of the Miraculous Medal, with the exercises
proper to each day: Meditations, acts of thanksgiving,
readings on the favors obtained by the medium of the holy
Medal. The author, don José Ruiz, curate of the parish
church of Dos-Hermanos a Seville, has accomplished a
very pious work. He lias taken pains to gather a spiritual
bouquet, or the resolution following each meditation, from
the Thoughts of Sr. Catherine Labouré.
40. Institutiones liturgicœ in seminariorum usum quas
Franciscus Stella , presb. Congregationis Missionis, liturgicœ
Academice moderator conscripsiL Editio altera , ex Ephemeridibus liturgicis excerpta . Romae ; typ. Cuggiani, vico
della Pace , 35. One vol. 423 pp.
This work had already appeared in the Italian language;
it is now presented for the first time, in the universal lan
guage of the Western Church—Latin : it has been published
and registered in the .best authorized review issued at
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Rome, Fjphemerides liturgicce. This formal publicity, indi
cates the confidence we may place in the Liturgical Institu
tions announced: A perusal of the volume will confirm
this appreciation.
I t is not a manual of ceremonies ; it is, at once, an abridg
ed code of doctrinal, practical, and liturgical science. Al
though an abridged code, it does not exclude the study of
the sources, or the great authors of different epochs, without
an acquaintance with the same, we could never be thorough
ly versed in liturgical science. But this abridged code is
complete and convenient, in the limits which, ordinarily,
the priest (unless he be a specialist), is restricted. I t em
bodies four parts: 1. The sacrifice of the Mass; 2. The
divine Office; 3. The administration of the Sacraments ;
4, Benedictions, processions, etc.
The method of the W ork reminds us of the theology of
Gury. I t proceeds by questions which of themselves des
ignate the difficulty. The answer, generally brief, is, nev
ertheless, clear. The references are few; some will think,
too few; they always point however, to authorized sources.
We would gladly affirm that this volume is Gury on the
Liturgy. We would have been pleased to find at the end
of the work, as in the manual above cited on theology, a
list of the best authorized Liturgical writers. This simple
enumeration, with a word to qualify the doctrine of the
author, initiates the reader into the knowledge of the
sources to be consulted. This catalogue could easily be
arranged by taking the lists drawn up by don Gu6ranger,
in the first volumes of his Liturgical Institutions.
41. Spiritual Maxims of St. Vincent de Paul.
So far as we have become acquainted with publications
under this title, they are as follows:
i.
Giornale di Massime sentimenti e detti mcmorctbili di
Sancto Vincenzo de’ Paoli. 72 pp. The only copy we
have is incomplete; I know not the date nor the place of
publication. The French translation of 1808 says that this
volume has already been many times reprinted in Italy.
I t also appeared since under the title: Massime spirituali
di Sancto Vincenzo de Paoli rJ orino, 1846 64 pp.
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I am under the impression that this is the original of
all the publications under the title: Maxims of S t Vincent
de Paul, in which, moreover, it is stated th&t no change
has been made except in the order of the thoughts, and a
few unimportant modifications adopted.
The first thought commences thus: “ISamor proprio
II, Maxims of St. Vincent de Paul , with a novena, etc.
translated from the Italian. Paris, V ve Nyon, 1808, 268
pp. Another Edition. Paris, Clo, 1823 One. Vol., 282 pp.,
— See Book Notices, v. Maxims.
III, Spiritual Maxims of Saint Vincent de Paul, for
every day in the year, by Abbe Hilaire Aubert. New Ed.
Paris, Camus, 1842-75 pp.
From an indication in the preface, page x x x i., I pre
sume there was a former Edition about, 1840.
In this indication, the author states: “We have divided
these Maxims into Christian Maxims, Religious Maxims,
and Ecclesiastical Maxims; this is all we have changed in
this valuable collection.”
IV , Maxims of St, Vincent de Paul, with a Novena,
etc. New Edit. Tours, Mame, 1851. One Vol., 254 pp.
In the introduction we read: “This work has already
been published many times. In this edition, we preferred
to follow a new order and arrange the Maxims so as to
correspond with similar virtues. Moreover, we have added
a new novena.”
There are other editions of this work. Tours, Mame,
1856,1869,1875,—Paris, Poussielgue, 1883.—Same work
Descl6e Ed. 1880; but the novena and litany are omitted .
V , Vitas spiritualis, prcecepta a Sancto Vincentio de
Paulo tradita et in singulos uniuscujusque mensis dies dig ista et distributa, Taurini, Marietti 1862— Vol., 126 pp.
This is a translation of the edition of 1808, also trans
lated from the Italian.
V I, Maxims and, Counsels of St, Vincent de P a u l for
every day in the year, by the late Most Rev. Dr. Walsh,
Archbishop of Halifax, Dublin, Gill, 1884— 127 pp.
This is a translation of the edition of 1808.
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